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Draft Agenda

	First Day: Thursday, 13 February 2014

	[ 9:00 – 9:30 ]
	Registration 

	[ 9:30 – 10:30 ]
	Welcome Addresses

· Mr. Michalis Chrissochoidis, Minister of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks of the Hellenic Republic
· Mr. Houlin Zhao, Deputy Secretary General, International Telecommunication Union 
· Ms. Neelie Kroes, Vice-President, European Commission (by video message)



	[ 10:30  – 11:00 ]
	Group Photo and Coffee Break

	[ 11:00  – 13:00 ]
	Session 1:

The role of NGN in DAE 2020

The Digital Agenda for Europe (DAE), a flagship initiative of Europe 2020 strategy for a smart, sustainable and inclusive economy, has set the goal to make every European digital and ensure Europe's competitiveness in the 21st century. Essential to this goal is fast connectivity and the DAE broadband targets, such as the basic broadband for all by 2013 (target met - satellite broadband is available to raise the coverage to 100% in every Member State); next generation networks (NGN) (30 Mbps or more) for all by 2020; and reaching 50% of households having 100 Mbps subscriptions or higher. Establishment of procedures to evaluate and monitor DAE scoreboard is an essential tool for every country, in order to undertake proper actions towards reaching the DAE targets. The objective of this session is to highlight the main achievements in addressing implementation of the Digital Agenda. 

Key note Speakers:

· Mr. Gerard de Graaf, Director, Coordination, DG Connect, European Commission 
“Towards a digital connected continent in Europe”
· Mr. Jaroslaw Ponder, Coordinator for Europe, International Telecommunication Union
“Broadband for Sustainable Development: Universalizing Broadband”
· Ms. Ioanna Samprakou, Director, Cabinet of General Secretary for Telecommunications & Posts, “Greek Broadband Plan”
First Speaker and Moderator: 
· Mr. Costas Tzoannis, Information Society S.A., Broadband Projects in Greece
Speakers/Panellists on: “From National Broadband Plans towards Broadband Ubiquity - Countries Experiences”
· Mr. Olli-Pekka Rantala, Director, Communications Market, Communications Policy Department, Ministry of Transport and Communications  Finland 
· Ms. Anna Rogozińska, Deputy Director, Department  of International Cooperation, Office of Electronic Communications  Poland
· Mr. Rainer Innos, Chief Financial Officer, Estonian Broadband Development Foundation, Presentation of the ESTWIN I and II projects
Open Discussion


	[ 13:00 – 14:00 ]
	Lunch Break

	[ 14:00 – 15:45 ]
	Session 2:

Towards Broadband Ubiquity: Technology & trends
Transport and access networks are in constant evolution, always in demand of innovation to serve skyrocketing volumes of data traffic. Mobile broadband is one of the primary drivers of data traffic growth, in large part stemming from the ease with which end-users exchange the video content that by some estimates accounts for more than 50 per cent of mobile bandwidth use. As mobile broadband access moves from IMT-2000 (‘3G’) to IMT-Advanced (‘4G’), with higher-capacity connections generating significantly more traffic, carriers are scaling-up investments in optical fibre to enable the mobile backhaul that supports superfast mobile broadband.

In the wired access domain, the industry is en route to all-optical networks and shared-access technologies known as passive optical networks (PONs) are the preferred means of implementing fibre to the home (FTTH). Despite the clear trend in fibre’s direction, the costs of laying fibre are often prohibitive, especially in the presence of an abundance of legacy telecommunications infrastructure. Advances in digital subscriber line (DSL) standards continue to increase network capacity in the predominantly copper “last mile”, maximising returns on investments in legacy infrastructure. VDSL2 vectoring achieves access speeds of up to 250 Mbit/s and the next update of DSL (G.fast) will raise the bar to 1 Gbit/s by combining the best aspects of optical networks and DSL.
Enabling and accounting for the trend towards broadband ubiquity is a not a task confined to the ICT industry. Broadband ubiquity will power innovations of great importance to our future as a society: smart grid will increase the efficiency of electricity generation, distribution and consumption; e-health will improve healthcare for underserved communities and enable leaps forward in medical science by connecting leading research databases; and intelligent transport systems (ITS) will decrease carbon emissions and improve road safety. This convergence of technologies and industry sectors, in parallel with the emergence of the Internet of Things (IoT) and machine-to-machine communications (M2M), is a challenging coordination game demanding the development of new cross-sector partnerships and ICT standards either adapted or purpose-built to the requirements of new domains.     

First Speaker and Moderator:
· Dr. Bilel Jamoussi, Chief of the Study Groups Department at the Standardization Bureau, International Telecommunication Union
Speakers/Panellists:
· Ms. Karin Ahl, President of the Board, FTTH Council Europe

· Mr. Luigi Gambardella, Chairman, ETNO
· Mr. Uwe Buddrus, Managing Director, HiMMS Analytics Europe TBC
· Mr. Matt Yardley, Partner, Analysys Mason 
Open Discussion



	[15:45 – 16:00]
	Coffee Break

	[16:00 - 17:45]
	Session 3:
Broadband services – Demand Side
Digital Economy: ICT as leverage for financial development and improvement of quality of living. The role of NGN in the framework of DAE 2020 targets shall be the main issue of this session (Growth, Jobs, Innovation). High-speed internet access is necessary to maximize effective use of ICT, which in turn is an explicit driver of productivity, innovation, and social inclusion. Tomorrow's digital services – from connected TV to cloud computing and e-Health – increasingly rely on fast, effective broadband connections. 

Under the direction of the European Commission’s eSkills for the 21st Century project (the EU long-term skills agenda), an initiative has been launched to develop a pan-European foundational body of knowledge for ICT and a sustainable operating model for the promotion of ICT professionalism in Europe. The initiative is also a contribution to the Grand Coalition for Digital Jobs. Strengthening education systems, so that every young person can develop his or her full potential, is at the heart of the European cooperation process. Innovation-friendly institutions that aim to enhance teaching and learning through new technologies can make an important contribution. For this reason, EU Member States agreed on the promotion of creativity and innovation, including through the use of new ICT tools and teacher training, as one of the priority areas for the first cycle of the Strategic Framework for Education and Training ('ET 2020').
By ensuring that ICT services are available to as many people as possible, European countries need to contribute to cohesion, to innovation and to social, economic and political change. In order to become “Content-oriented” continent, most of the benefits of new ICT services will be derived from outside the ICT sector. The universe of ICT applications, such as e-government, e-health, e-learning, e-agriculture, has the potential to multiply impact expected from ICTs, underlining the importance of the multi-sectoral strategies for national development, where broadband remains in the forefront.  In addition to the fixed high-speed infrastructure, that is still under development in many countries, mobile and wireless technologies offer efficient solutions to bridge digital gaps. On the other hand they are also becoming a source of new ubiquitous ecosystem, bringing ICTs closer to users, affecting quality of living by bringing various social and economic benefits. Even though significant progress has been achieved in many countries and the number of broadband users is growing fast in Europe, still significant efforts need to be dedicated by all stakeholders (in particular, public and private sectors) in order to avoid broadband divides at regional as well as at national levels.

Topics to be discussed:

· ICT initiatives for Growth, Jobs, Innovation

· Infrastructures not the purpose, but the mean to become “Content-oriented” continent

· New concept Applications

· "Smart cities"

· ICT and quality of living 

· ICT’s as leverage for development 

· Cloud computing services

· Supply in relation demand
· Social and Economic benefits

· Service development, network security and customer trust

Moderator: 

· Mr Jaroslaw Ponder, Coordinator for Europe, International Telecommunication Union

Speakers/Panellists:
· Mr. Agustín Díaz-Pinés, Telecommunication Economist/Policy Analyst, Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry, OECD

· Representative, Ministry of Administrative Reform and e-Governance of the Hellenic Republic

· Mr. Manolis Giambouras, Head of Digital Convergence Managing Authority (MADC): ICT interventions (state-aid initiatives) in Greece
· Prof. Panayiotis Tsanakas, Chairman of GRNET
      "The role of research and education networks in stimulating the demand for 
       NGN"
· Dr. Bilel Jamoussi, Chief of the Study Groups Department at the Standardization Bureau, International Telecommunication Union
· Mr. Costis Papadimitrakopoulos, Chairman, Hellenic Mobile Cluster: Mobile Apps
· Mr. Dionisis Kolokotsas, Public Policy Manager, Google
· Mr. John Higgins CBE, Director General, DIGITAL EUROPE  TBC
Open Discussion


	Second Day: Friday, 14 February 2014

	[9:00  – 9:30]
	Welcome – Registration

	[9:30 – 10:00 ]
	Welcome Addresses

· Mr. Michalis Papadopoulos, Deputy Minister of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks of the Hellenic Republic

· Mr. Menelaos Daskalakis, General Secretary for Telecommunications and Posts, Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks of the Hellenic Republic

	[10:00  – 12:00 ]
	Session 4:

Towards a European Digital Single Market: Telecom Regulation
The European Commission has launched a series of measures to promote a European Single Market for Telecoms and to stimulate investment in ultrafast networks. Europe needs to navigate policy areas in the broadband domain at both national and regional levels, even though it has a well-developed policy framework. In the EU single market, it is national regulatory authorities who are responsible for the implementation of electronic communications policies which have been agreed EU-wide. That allows the policy to be implemented in a way that is tailored to national circumstances. 
European policymakers have relied on ‘dual’ policy toolkit: sector-specific regulation and the application of competition law, where appropriate. The general trend has been light touch regulation, and towards less ex-ante regulation in both the fixed and the mobile sectors. For fibre-based broadband, because the market is much less developed, there is a higher risk premium for investment undertakings and there is an increasing competition for very high-speed broadband from cable networks, which might further reduce the role of access regulation over time. The objective is to ensure that markets work well for the benefit of business and consumers. Sometimes competition alone achieves this, but often regulation has an important role to play. Good regulation can also save competition enforcers a great deal of hassle further down the line. When it comes to broadband rollout, competition must be an important driver, because this is what drives companies to be more efficient and encourages them to innovate. Voice-over-Internet-Protocol type services are just one current example of the power of such competition. In addition, measures to reduce the cost of deploying high-speed broadband as proposed by the EC are also one of the top priorities of the Hellenic Presidency which are currently discussed in Brussels. 

Keynote presentations:
· Mr. Anthony Whelan, acting Director, Electronic Communications Networks and Services, DG Connect, European Commission: “How to achieve a European Single Market for Telecommunications?”
· Ms. Nancy Sundberg, Senior Regulatory Program Officer, BDT, International Telecommunication Union
First Speaker and Moderator: 
· Mr. C. Louropoulos, President, Hellenic Telecommunications & Post Commission (EETT), Greece, Regulatory/Pricing issues 
Speakers / Panellists:
· Mr. Göran Marby, Chair, BEREC, TBC
· Alternative and/or mobile operator CEOs:
Mr. Michael Tsamaz, Chairman and Managing Director, OTE, Mr. Glafkos Persianis, CEO, Vodafone, Mr. Nassos Zarkalis, CEO, Wind, Mr. Panos Papadopoulos, CEO, Forthnet, Mr. Konstaninos Kokkalis, CEO Hellas on Line (HOL), Mr. Christos Limnatitis, General Director, Cyta
· Mr. Tom Ruhan, NETIA SA – CHAIRMAN of ECTA

Open Discussion

	[12:00 – 13:00]
	Lunch Break

	[13:00  – 15:30]
	Session 5:

Broadband infrastructures in Europe: Funding Tools & Investments
Investment in ICT infrastructure, such as broadband rollout, is a vital step to promote economic development and social integration. The EC has recognized that Member States will need to make significant investments in broadband infrastructure to meet the objectives set out in the Digital Agenda for Europe (DAE). New funding tools have been established to better enable investments and rollout of NGN network deployment.

The private sector can bring invaluable expertise to broadband projects, and commercial discipline that can ensure projects are delivered efficiently. The involvement of large-scale private operators can help to ensure the sustainability of the project, as their expertise and experience can help in adapting to changes in the market or embracing technological developments. Broadband enables new jobs, new connections and a better quality of life. And because of its massive collective and individual benefits, we are to make sure that every European has access to broadband. 

Overview of EC investment portfolio/funding tools for broadband deployment, such as:

· “Connecting Europe” Facility

· Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative 

· European Structural and Investment Funds - ESIF

First Speaker and Moderator: 
· Ms. Anna Krzyzanowska, Head of Unit, Broadband, DG Connect, European Commission:
“EU policy and opportunities for promoting broadband investment”
Speakers/Panellists:
· Mr. Alfonso Querejeta, Secretary General of European Investment Bank (EIB) TBC
· Ms. Laure Blanchard-Brunac, Principal Banker, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
· Mr. Antonio Almagro, Head of Knowledge Economy and  Energy Division, JASPERS
· Dr. Dimitris Kyriakou, IPTS, European Commission
· Mr. Georgios Yannoussis, Secretary General for Public Investment (NSRF) (ESPA & SES 2014-2020), Ministry of Development and Competitiveness of the Hellenic Republic: (structural funds in Greece).
· Mr. Tzikas, Chairman SEPE: (Smart Cities initiatives)
Open Discussion

	[15:30 – 15:45]
	Coffee Break

	[15:45 – 16:15]
	Closing Remarks and Ways Forward 

· Mr. Anthony Whelan, acting Director, Electronic Communications Networks and Services, DG Connect, European Commission

· Mr. Jaroslaw Ponder, Coordinator for Europe, International Telecommunication Union 
· Dr. Dimitris Ptochos, Director of Strategic Planning Bureau, Prime Minister Office (TBC)
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