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	[bookmark: _Hlk490667409]Now more than ever, the world is looking into cities to help achieve a sustainable future. In light of projections stating that two-thirds of humanity will be living in cities by 2050 and the anticipated challenges this brings about, cities will definitely have to lead the way in addressing present needs without compromising the future. The United Nations acknowledges the role that cities play in shaping a sustainable future as one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals is specifically focused on cities, while the rest are recognized to be only achievable with local government action. 

Local governments are becoming more cognizant of this significant and empowered role they have to play. City leaderships have begun adopting well-defined visions and strategies to be able to address various urban challenges, improve service delivery, and encourage collaboration and innovation among different stakeholders. ICT is often recognized as one of the enablers of smart sustainable cities and its strategic use help cities become inclusive, safe, and resilient.

ITU and WeGO are organizing this high-level discussion where Mayors, Vice Mayors, and high-level government officials will share their respective smart sustainable city visions along with the various steps and initiatives they are taking to ensure its realization, with a focus on the role of ICT. The forum will serve not only as a venue for leaders to share the good work they do for their cities, but also as a way to learn from other leaders who are undergoing similar challenges. 

	· Chair/ Moderator 
- Open the session
- Give a thematic presentation that will serve as an overview of the session
- Explain the flow of the session
- Introduce each speaker
- Make simple remarks between speakers
· Speakers 
- Talk about their city projects that help in smart sustainable city development
· Panel Discussion and Q&A
- Audience will have a chance to ask the panel questions and speakers may make closing statements



