

[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Remarks (Opening) for Regulatory Round table
Draft Speech of Secretary, MoPTIT

Excellences,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is an honor to be present in this year’s ITU-BTRC Asia-Pacific Regulators’ Roundtable which is going to give us a crucial opportunity to discuss and learn about the “New Regulatory Frontiers to support Digital Economy”. It is a timely meeting to discover how the digital economy can become a means for more modernization, development and well-being.
I would like to thank the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Australian government- especially the Minister of ‘Department of Communication and the Arts’ and Bangladesh Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (BTRC) for the generosity of hosting and supporting this auspicious event here in Dhaka. I also want to sincerely welcome our partner countries. Your presence here today reflects our shared priority to advance the global digital agenda.

Excellences & Distinguished Guests,
This 8th edition of the regulatory round table pledges an outstanding road map. This has been essential to shaping a motivated, pro-active and novel digital agenda, here and beyond. Essentially, we should be working hard in order to achieve a progressive and dynamic roadmap for understanding how digitalization is changing our lives, how we can make best use of it, and how we can help those in risk of being left in the rear.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The year 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of independence of Bangladesh. In recognition of the long -term development challenges, the Government under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina adopted the Vision 2021. This vision aims at developing Bangladesh into a resourceful and modern economy through efficient use of information and communication technology. This goal has eloquently been described by the Prime Minister as ‘Digital Bangladesh’. It is believed and already been proven that through the successful implementation of the ICT policy and its principles it would be possible to create a Digital Bangladesh by 2021 as promised by the government. To create a Digital Bangladesh, the government has taken program, like Info Sarkar and Bangla Govt Net under which it has been able to connect around more than eighteen thousand government offices to moderate transportation. The Union Digital Centers (UDCs) are being expanded to give public services to the remote people. Bangladesh has launched the National Web Portal on June 23, 2014. This is the largest web portal in the world, which have 25 thousand websites. Till last June the total number of Mobile Phone subscribers in the country has reached 150.945 Million and Internet Subscribers has reached 87.790 Million. Government of Bangladesh has brought 4149 unions under optical fiber connectivity by installing 120,008 KM optical fiber. The country has hooked up with the second submarine cable. At present there are around 1.3 million ICT professionals, and around 10,000 ICT entrepreneurs in the country. Among Bangladeshi adults with bank accounts, 34.1% made digital transactions in 2017, compared to an average rate of 27.8% for South Asia. 

Distinguished Delegates,
In the current data driven society, we need to reconsider all our policies and strategies from this changing perspective. The Internet, and the collection of technologies that surround it, is the most complete technology we have ever seen. There is no scope or breathing space for us, the policy makers, to be complacent until all of our people are online, but already we have a critical mass for truly transformational change: greater openness and visibility in our governments, enhanced mass empowerment and a greater awareness of our association with the ambience. My suggestion to our fellow policy makers and regulator friends, please be a positive agent of change, do not act like a barrier. 

Dear August Gathering,
Understanding the necessity and toil behind new Regulatory Frontiers to support Digital Economy we feel, regular dialogue, continual consultation and knowledge sharing amongst telecommunications/Information and Communications Technology (ICT) regulators and policy-makers is very essential. ITU have already mentioned it and I want to reiterate that this Regulators’ Roundtable is an initiative to offer telecommunication/ICT regulators in this region with a platform that fosters dynamic and strategic discussions, as well as sharing of information, relevant experiences and practices and to conclusively debate on possible solutions and opportunities for potential collaboration to address emerging regulatory issues and challenges.

Distinguished Presence,
Fostering a vibrant and innovative digital economy, we need to analyze the digitalization of economies and societies from a top down governmental perspective, holistically. Now, I would like to conclude here today with an expectation that you will have fruitful and rewarding exchanges in the next few days. I hope your effort and hard work pays off. I will be looking forward to learn the outcomes of this event. And finally, I would advise our foreign guests to spare some moment from their busy schedule and enjoy the rainy season which is in full swing now. 

Thank you.



