ITU-BTRC Asia-Pacific Regulators’ Roundtable “New Regulatory Frontiers to support Digital Economy” 6-7 August 2018, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Excellences,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today I am delighted to take part in the 8th edition of ITU-BTRC Asia-Pacific Regulators’ Roundtable. As the name implies, I am in the midst of senior representatives of telecommunication/ICT policy making and regulatory agencies which is a great challenge and a momentous opportunity for me and my country at the same time. It is an honor, Thank you all.
First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to the organizer-partner ITU and support-partner the department of communication and arts Australian Government. I cannot but mention the name of BTRC, Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission, the organizer-partner and host of this precious summit of Asia-Pacific Regulators on behalf of Bangladesh Government.   

Excellences & Distinguished Guests,

The constitution of Bangladesh declares that the State shall endeavor to ensure equality of opportunity to all citizens, and shall adopt effective measure to remove social and economic inequality and ensure the equitable distribution of wealth and opportunity among citizens in order to attain a uniform level of economic development throughout the republic. With a common view to it, our premier H.E.SHEIKH HASINA said that, With ‘Digital Bangladesh’ as a driving national agenda, our goal is to build a “Shonar Bangla” (Golden Bengal) – poverty free, steadily progressive and steep in democratic values.

Distinguished Delegates,

As described in economics and business, when a network effect is present, the value of a product or service increases according to the number of others using it. In A "two-way market" or a "two-sided network”, like those found in the Telecommunications, ICT, Multi-media, etc., network externality, I mean, network effects are seen as an important feature for a long time. Generally speaking, when regulators intervene or step into these markets, there is usually a fairly strong monopoly issue. For example, the ventures needed to establish a competing garment industry or telecommunication network is beyond the means of a would-be entrant. Whether it is quite unlikely for a new app developer. 
Digital technology has advanced at a phenomenal pace since the start of the millennium.  What makes online platforms so different from traditional platform markets is the fact that they can be scaled swiftly and inexpensively. New services can grow from zero to hundreds of millions of subscribers seemingly overnight.
Regulatory involvement, keeping in mind the health of competition in these markets infusing efficiency, diversity, innovation, etc. in order to expedite digital economy is a big ask in not so straightforward rather than literally intricate and complex regulatory environment like ours. 
Dear August Gathering,

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are working extremely hard in order to create a technologically advanced digital environment coping up with the globe and the good for our own people. In the current context of the evolving digital economy, Bangladesh is putting significant effort to provide affordable access and looking forward to effective use of relevant ICTs & digital solutions to the enterprises and people. Here, connectivity has continuously improved over the past decade. Teledensity, in particular, shoot up, from an average of only ~10% in 2005, to as much as ~87% in 2017. Internet density has risen almost 45 per 100 users in 2017. We believe, we are quite on course in reaching the target of universal access to the Internet set in Goal 9 of the SDG’s.
With all its unique undertaking and toil behind the success stories, Bangladesh hopes to enrich from and contribute to ITU and the three sectors of the union at the same time. Ensuring accessibility through affordable & ubiquitous broadband with the challenge of adopting newer technologies and ensuring end to end cyber-security toward green economy we seek your support as a Committed Prospect for the ITU Council 2019-2022.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Bangladesh welcomes you once again and wishes to learn and contribute to the gobal digital economy. We feel, regular discussion, continual dialogue and experience sharing amongst telecommunications/Information and Communications Technology (ICT) regulators and policy-makers is a must. It is definitely a need of this time. With the same tone as ITU, I want to reiterate that, this Regulators’ Roundtable is the 8th edition of the Asia-Pacific Region Initiative to organize an annual Roundtable to provide telecommunication/ICT regulators in the region with a platform that fosters dynamic and strategic discussions, as well as sharing of information, relevant experiences and practices and to conclusively debate on possible solutions and opportunities for potential collaboration to address emerging regulatory issues and challenges. 

Distinguished Presence,
To my understanding, the success in the fields of Telecommunication and ICT is extending the frontiers of regulation. We need to be resilient and sensitive at same time. I wish every success to this two day long regulators’ roundtable and to exercise the key take-away for the betterment of this industry.  
Thank you all for your patience hearing.



