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Salutations 

· Minister of Communications & Aviation Hon Peter Shanel Agovaka
· Mr Aamir Riaz, Programme Officer, Asia and the Pacific Region, Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
· The Radio Communications and Spectrum Experts from ITU
· The Telecommunications Communication of Solomon Islands
· Distinguished delegates for this opening session
· Pacific Islands Telecommunications Association PITA Members who are present for this workshop, and
· Delegates from the Pacific Islands and Solomon Islands

I convey greetings from the PITA Executive.




Welcome

· A very warm welcome to everyone, firstly from myself, as the Chief Executive of Solomon Telekom, and additionally, as the Vice President of Pacific Islands Telecommunications Association PITA on behalf of the Executive Committee of PITA and all its members.

· I am delighted to be involved in this timely workshop training here in the Pacific, on Radio Communications, and in particular the Spectrum Management and Development for our country nations here in the Pacific. 

· Much appreciation is accorded to ITU, to Mr Aamir and his experts’ team here, in providing for this training and including the Pacific Islands for development program with Radio spectrum and management software tools. 

· Thank you to the Government of the Solomon Islands and Telecommunications Commission of Solomon Islands for bringing and hosting this workshop to the Solomon Islands, and in this accordance, we thank the Hon Agovaka, the Minister responsible for Communications here in the Solomon Islands for his presence to grace our opening session this morning. We extend our appreciation to you Sir, and recognize the high values of having closer partnerships with Government at every level for our common needs, such as in enabling ICT for enhancing the social and economic opportunities for our respective countries in the Pacific

High Value of Spectrum
Many years ago, the story of Radio Spectrum was that of a natural resource in plentiful supply, particularly for the Pacific Islands with the spread of the islands and population, radio interference and spectrum limitations are something that we hardly hear of. However, in the recent past, radio interference and great number of applications for wireless licenses began to surface and if I can remember well when the regulatory functions of spectrum was handled by the Solomon Telekom in those years, we had to ensure that we introduce and maintain new budget provisions to have the necessary resources to manage and monitor the proper allocation and use of the radio spectrum for Solomon Islands.

Today, with the exponential growth of mobile and wireless services driven by both the emerging and developed world countries spurred on by new technologies such as IoTs, 5G, Cloud and network ubiquity, the huge demand for radio spectrum now is beginning to cause greater debate across the globe, with each country and service categories demanding its right to the use of radio spectrum.

The emerging issues of spectrum supply and availability is now the norm, the predicament faced by the ITU and Country telecommunications organisations to proactively manage needs within the real constraints. Hence Radio Spectrum is regarded a highly valued resource that all countries, and key telecommunication entities pursue.

In saying this, SURETY OF SPECTRUM is  critical, it is critical as an enabler for new investments by the operators to expand and implement new initiatives,  it is critical also as an enabler for investments by equipment, devices and technology manufacturing, and for national administrations in various countries, as a surety of social and economic development with the key enabling role of ICT for development.

There is a great responsibility placed upon all the national administration, policy makers, regulators and national and regional operators that they work together to ensure that the limited supply is managed effectively and efficiently, and also extend the scope beyond the national boundaries so that the supply of spectrum critical for our development is assured through the greater participations in the global process of WRC.

We thank and value greatly the role of ITU in these aspects, assisting and supporting the countries that includes the small islands developing states such as in the Pacific, for not only in disseminating valuable information, but also in working with the countries to ensure that there is necessary capacity development and upskilling to manage effectively this Spectrum, and to be part of the global process in allocating holistically for the needs of everyone and not to be left out. More-so, so that spectrum is also assured for critical areas where it could bridge the digital divide that may exists between developed and developing countries, and within countries, between the urban and rural settings.

Here in Solomon Islands, the use of spectrum in the area of mobile, satellite, and Wi-Fi have far surpassed any expectations. The Telecommunications Commission of SI TCSI annual report 2017 reported an estimated 94% of the total population of 650 thousand, having the basic access to communications and internet, and growing percent of these, are also moving towards benefiting from the emerging digital lifestyles and conveniences such as mobile banking, e-commerce, and more, for the e-businesses, and social communications that are now re-shaping the fabric of our communities.

In the past 10 years, Solomon Islands have seen the notable rise of penetrations for Mobile broadband, WIFI broadband, Wireless Broadband, and Satellite broadband (VSAT) While this broadband penetration is only approximately 20% of the population, this is set to further increase; made possible by the use of radio spectrum. The total bandwidth of more than 1Gbps in current overall utilisation in the country can only grow when price and technology constraints diminish with the arrival of submarine cable. 

Enhanced social and economic activities arising from the availability of access (and services) is now a challenge for us, as operators, and I am sure with regulators and policy makers as partners, to plan accordingly and manage well the limited supply of radio spectrum to cater for our country needs and development. I am certain that indicators shared here in the Solomon Islands are common across the wider Pacific.

Global wireless services through mobile and satellite, continue to revolutionise the capabilities of how ICT can change the world and livelihood for everyone, and also in enabling better future 
re-imaginations of how we can shape the lCT landscape towards new digital lifestyles, and also in meeting the national and global SDGs,  provided by each respective National development plans and reverberating to every different national organisations including also the national telecommunications service providers..

On Day 2 of the workshop, spectrum pricing and award will be discussed. TCSI in Solomon Islands presently does not price spectrum separately, instead a licence fee is charged for all operators. It will be of concern to operators in the Pacific if spectrum is a cost burden rather than a resource opportunity to drive market innovation. 

Spectrum Must Be Available and Useable for Everyone
In an ITU survey in the earlier twenties (2005-2007), conducted to find out the strategies and policies in Shaping Tomorrow’s Networks, and I quote “The radio spectrum is a limited natural resource. Its management was not an issue few years ago when the number of users was limited. However, recently with the revolutionary developments in technology, the growing popularity of wireless communication services, have increased its demand very significantly, with a critical need for national and international organizations to deal effectively with the assignment of frequencies, and for each allocation to reach a satisfying level of efficiency. In fact, the efficient use of spectrum can stimulate growth; competitiveness and employment. Conversely, inefficiencies in the distribution and use of spectrum create cost; wasted opportunities for businesses and reduce the uptake of innovative services to the detriment of consumers.” End of quote

Critical Lifeline for Pacific
To these effect, while ensuring we manage spectrum for the future, we must not also forget special needs of regions and countries such as we have for the Pacific, on the reliance on certain bands in the spectrum for our lifelines, and including:-
· Equitable access to quality spectrum for our geography and market
· Protection of C-Band until such time a level of technology to safely supersede the issues of rain fade and superiority of C Band
· Greater participation of the Pacific Island countries in the global process of WRC, capacity building and recommendations

PITA will continue to work with all administrations and ITU in particular, to help enhance, safe guard our interests and opportunities, and we thank the ITU for already having this in their pillars for small islands and developing states

Capacity Building
It is our responsibility therefore that we attain the necessary capacity now and beyond to ensure there is critical mass in the Pacific of experts in the radio communications and spectrum that can bring more visibility of our regional contributions and new initiatives. And we thank the ITU and its experts here for this week for supporting and partnering in this responsibility area, as exemplified in this workshop training.

I want to propose that we do not let this be the last opportunity but a first in the new inclusive learning, exchange and sharing amongst all the players in the Pacific and again PITA is committed to work with ITU in planning for the next year proposal

Let me close with a Chinese proverb, quote
If you want one year of prosperity, grow grain
If you want ten years of prosperity, grow trees
If you want one hundred years of prosperity, grow people
End of quote


CLOSING

In that saying, PITA wants you all to maximise this opportunity you are given, by your various government, regulatory or telecommunication organisation, the investments by ITU, the kind hosting by the Minister Hon Agovaka and the supporting organisations like TCSI and PITA.

It is a busy couple of days. However, do take time to make new friends and create new networks of professionals sharing and discussing the crucial issues facing our industry.

If this is your first visit to Honiara, take time out and meet the locals and have a look around. And don’t forget to buy special presents for your friends and family.

Tagio Tumas!
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