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Community Media

Community broadcasting is broadcasting which is for, by and about the community, whose ownership and management is
representative of the community, which pursues a social development agenda, and which is non-profit.

- African Charter on Broadcasting 2001

Noting that community media, taking the form of broadcasting and/or other electronic media projects, as well as print format, may
share to a greater or lesser extent some of the following characteristics: independence from government, commercial and religious
institutions and political parties; a not-for-profit nature; voluntary participation of members of civil society in the devising and
management of programmes; activities aiming at social gain and community benefit; ownership by and accountability to the
communities of place and/or of interest which they serve; commitment to inclusive and

intercultural practices.

- 2009 Council of Europe Declaration

Community radio and television are private entities with public objectives. They are managed by various types of non-profit social
organisations. Their fundamental characteristic is the participation of the community, in ownership as well as programming,
management, operation, financing and evaluation. They are independent and non-governmental media that do not depend on or
are part of political parties or private firms.

- World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC)
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Access and Licensing

Organized communities and non-profit groups have the right to use all available broadcasting and
telecommunications technologies

- AMARC

Ensuring that community broadcasting media are not disadvantaged after the transition to the digital environment

- 2009 Council of Europe Declaration

Consideration of the impact on access to the media, and on different types of broadcasters, should be taken into
account in planning for a transition from analogue to digital broadcasting. This requires a clear plan for switchover
that promotes, rather than limits, public interest broadcasting. Measures should be taken to ensure that digital
transition costs do not limit the ability of community broadcasters to operate. Where appropriate, consideration
should be given to reserving part of the spectrum for analogue radio broadcasting for the medium-term. At least part
of the spectrum released through the ‘digital dividend’ should be reserved for broadcasting uses.

- Joint Declaration of the special international mandates
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Funding and Sustainability

Organized communities and non-profit groups that provide community broadcasting services have the right to assure
their economic sustainability, independence and development, through resources such as donations, sponsorships,
commercial and public advertising and other legitimate means. All of these will be entirely reinvested for the
functioning of the station and the achievement of its goals. Any limitations imposed on the amount of time or
quantity of advertising must be reasonable and nondiscriminatory. Community media should present accounts to the
community, making their financial management transparent and public.

- AMARC

The possibility of committing funds at national, regional and local level to support the sector, directly and indirectly,
while duly taking into account competition aspects

- 2009 Council of Europe Declaration

The existence of public funds with sufficient resources is a key element for establishing and developing community
media.

- AMARC
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