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Protecting our KIDS
• Our children are OUR future
• As stakeholders within the ICT
ecosystem, we are stewards and need
to work together to protect our kids
from threats and attacks that occur
Online
• As Internet penetration increases so
Is the need to protect our children



The Pacific Nations

• There are 27 countries 
and territories within the 
Pacific that are assigned 
country code top level 
domain names;

• 3 of the world’s top ten 
country code top level 
domains come from the 
Pacific, namely .tk
[Tokelau], .tv [Tuvalu] 
and .au [Australia]



Pacific Internet Users

Source: Pasifika Nexus



SPaCS involvement in COP

• SPaCS is COMMITTED to the development of ICT in the 
Pacific

• Whilst ICT is critical in the development of nations, if 
security and protection mechanisms are not in place, it 
can create vulnerabilities within communities

• Children are the most vulnerable

• SPaCS is part of the Child Online Project which is an 
offshoot of the Pacific Digital Alliance for Youth



• We have been in the Pacific for almost 20 
years;

• We are part of the South East Asia Computer 
Confederation and are actively engaged in the 
curriculum development in educational bodies 
in the region;

• We are incorporated as a Charitable Trust;
• We have been working alongside the Industry, 

Academia, Communities, Governments and 
Professional bodies;

• We also have a very active Youth 
engagement where we have run trainings for 
girls in secondary schools and facilitated 
dialogue on issues such as cyber bullying and 
censorship etc

• We are part of the Pacific Digital Alliance for 
Women



Pacific COP Project
• This is part of the Regional 

Knowledge Hub which is 
housed within the Japan 
Pacific ICT Centre

• It comprises of 5 partners: 
South Pacific Computer 
Society, University of the 
South Pacific, Fiji Ministry of 
Defence, National Security 
and Immigration, Pasifika 
Nexus, Fiji Police Force;

• We welcome partners and 
stakeholders who wish to 
join the Project.



Mandate of Pacific COP Project

• Building ICT research in the area of Child Online 
Protection in the Pacific;

• Engaging with Communities, Industry, Academia in COP 
Outreach and Awareness



Regional Youth COP Dialogue
• 69 secondary schools 
from Samoa, Vanuatu, 
Kiribati and Fiji 
participated in the 
Pacific COP Youth 
Dialogue 20th

September, 2014



Key Relationships

Standards

• IEEE
• ICANN
• IETF
• W3C
• APNIC

Governments
• Ministry (ICT, 

Education)
• Regulators

Universities
• Schools
• Community
• Tertiary

Regional

• CROP
• PITA
• PACERT
• Other agencies



Challenges in the Pacific

• Cultural constraints
• General Lack of Awareness on Redress
• Law Enforcement Challenges
• Schools still have yet to take the matter seriously
• The need for more dedicated research 
• Multiple unreported cases
• Lack of Awareness amongst parents, educators and 

schools



Reflections
• The need for more coordinated and synergistic approach
• There is need for a combined effort and efficient use of 

resources
• Technical community within the Pacific needs to be aware 

of the issues surrounding security threats against our 
children

• This should be reflected within PACNOG and ISP 
Association settings;

• Political will is key as it makes things easier
• Child Online Protection is all our responsibility



THE END


