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Regulatory Context of Numbering 

> Telecommunications Act 1997 
> Telecommunications Numbering Plan 1997 (the Plan) 
> Informal policies - developed with industry 
> Co - regulation - Industry codes and guidelines 
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Numbering’s role in policy objectives 
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Telephone numbers and the Numbering Plan 
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Numbers are one type of identifier in common use 
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Enduring Concepts: A Telecommunications Map 
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The Numbering Work Program 

> Four consultation papers 

> Two workshops 

> 100+ submissions 

> Short term:  

> Position paper: Freephone and local rate numbers 

> Minor and machinery changes 

> Expanding mobile number capacity 

> Medium and long term: Future directions paper 
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Approach to change 

The ACMA faced a stark choice in how to change  
the regulatory framework: 

> undertake a radical transformation; or  

> develop an evolutionary path. 
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Conclusion 

> We think the ACMA’s Numbering Work Program is an 
excellent example of convergent regulation through first 
principles thinking 
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