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ALECSO Organization

– The Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific

Organization (ALECSO) is an institution of the Arab League, founded in 1975

and headquartered in Tunis.

– ALECSO works to coordinate and promote educational, cultural and scientific

activities in the Arab world.

– The implementation plan aims at systematically developing the Arab educational

system, in particular, through the effective use of ICTs in education.
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ALECSO’s ICT in Education: Scope of Work

 Learning : Accessible, Quality, Equitable, Personalized, Learner-centric, Flexible, Engaged, Effective, Thoughtful, lifelong.

Vision – Policy – Strategy – Action plan 

Big Data Analytics

Online Learning, SPOCs, MOOCs..

BYOD & BYOT

Alignment with post-2015 education agenda

Technologies

Mobile Technologies Cloud Computing

Educational Content

Open Educational Resources ICT-CFT

Preparedness
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Main References
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Global Partnership Strategy
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ALECSO Flagship ICT Activities
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ALECSO-ITU Cloud Project (2015-2018)



Motivations

• Globalisation and technology have transformed huge sectors of the 
economy in the past 20 years 

• The demand for new skills and competencies is increasing across all 
economic sectors to fill in jobs of the future 

• Higher Education is facing mutliple challenges
• The old models for higher education are mostly broken, urgent and deep 

transformation is required. 
• The march towards the Digital University has begun and cloud computing 

is one of its main pillars

10



Digital University : a Model

• A Digital University may be represented as composed of 6 components 
two transversal and 4 vertical ones

• Four vertical pillars
• Digital Campus Management
• Digital Teaching & Learning
• Digital Research
• Ecosystem digital links

• Two  transversal layers 
• Digital Strategy & Vision layer 
• The IT service delivery Platform

• Each component includes specific objectives
• Achieving  objectives requires a set of specific IT applications in addition 

to common IT applications
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Communication & Collaboration IT Services

Digital University Vision and Strategy 

IT Service Delivery Platform

Digital Campus 
Management

Transversal Objectives

IT Applications

IT Applications

Objectives

Digital Teaching & 
Learning

IT Applications

Objectives

Digital Research

IT Applications 

Objectives

Ecosystem digital links

IT Applications

Objectives



● To foster cloud computing adoption in Arab countries, ALECSO and ITU have published
a detailed report and proposed a set of key policy guidelines (2017)

13

AECSO-ITU Objectives

www.alecso.org/site/sectors/ict.html



● As a follow-up to this valuable study, both
partners launched in 2018 a specific
program with the aim to offer their
assistance to Arab countries in order to
develop their national implementation
strategies on using cloud computing in
Education.
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AECSO-ITU Objectives



ALECSO-ITU Objectives
The project aims at guiding Arab ministries of education in the elaboration of their own vision
and national strategy for mass adoption of cloud computing in higher education. Key aspects
covered are:

● Analyze current challenges and trends in Higher Education and present an overall vision
aiming at promoting the digital university concept in the Arab World.

● Explain the foundation of cloud computing and its key applications in Higher Education
● Present and explain the rationale behind the “Alecso-ITU Guidelines to improve the use of

Cloud Computing Technology in Education in Arab Countries”
● Propose country-customizable templates for SWOT Analysis, strategy design and actions

planning to help participants in elaborating their own vision and national strategy for an
effective migration to the cloud of their higher education institutions.
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Selected ALECSO Cloud based Projects



ALECSO OER Project
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What are Open Educational Resources (OER)?

Any educational resource that may be freely 
accessed, copied, re-used, adapted and shared
….available on an open license or in the public 

domain for use without paying royalties/license 
fees
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OER

Textbooks

Curricula

Lecture notes

Assignments

Tests

Multimedia
applications 

(videos, audio, 
animation)

The term OER was firstly coined at UNESCO's
2002 Forum on Open Courseware and in 2012,
OER was formally adopted at the 2012 World
Open Educational Resources (OER) Congress
held at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris.



- Promoting OER at Pan-Arabic level by offering a Pan-Arabian OER

Infrastructure where teachers and students from Arab countries will be

able to add, create, share, search and retrieve suitable OER.

- The proposed OER Hub is deployed internationally and integrated into

the federated OER Commons infrastructure where organizations

aggregate and manage their resources, collections, and groups, and

share information about their OER work.
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The ALECSO OER project 
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ALECSO OER Hub
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 The OER Commons ALECSO Hub, with

multi-lingual (English, Arabic, French) user

interface, is accessible on

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/ALECSO

where 22 links to OER commons groups

corresponding to the 22 Arab countries can

be found

ALECSO OER Hub

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/ALECSO


ALECSO OER Hub: Groups
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 Official Local administrators from each

Arab country are being nominated to be

responsible of providing metadata

associated with their OER and thus

ensuring quality control over the content



ALECSO OER Hub : Adding a resource (1)

23



ALECSO OER Hub : Adding a resource (2)
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ALECSO OER Hub : Adding a resource (3)
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AlecsoApps Project



Objective of AlecsoApps Project

• Support the Arab Mobile Apps use and development, 
especially, in relation to the areas of education, culture and 
science in the Arab region.

• Promote the Arab mobile industry and prepare the Arab 
digital ecosystem for the new mobile technology 
opportunities, harnessing region’s assets and mobile benefits.
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AlecsoApps Project

ALECSO-Apps Project

Award

Motivate 
developers to 
create Arab 

Apps

Training

Building 
capacities

Store

Infrastructure  
Warehouse for 

hosting
educational

Arab content

Editor

Tools for 
creating 

educational 
Arab content
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AlecsoApps Store



AlecsoApps Store
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AlecsoApps Store
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Apps Editor



AlecsoApps Editor
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Create your 
apps in
5 steps



AlecsoApps Award



AlecsoApps Award

The award concerns 4 domains:
Education, culture, Sciences and educational games
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AlecsoApps Award
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Tunis



Thank you for your attention
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