
                                                                                                                                               

 

Regional Forum on Emerging Technologies 
 

Tunis - Tunisia, 23-24 April 2019 

  

 

Draft Agenda 
 

 

        Day 1 (23 April 2019) 

 

 08:30 - 09:00 Registration 
09:00 - 09:15 Opening Session 

 Welcome Remarks from the Host  
 Opening Remarks:  ITU 
 Introduction to the Forum (a presentation on the forum’s objectives and sessions) 

 

09:15 – 09:30 Keynote speech 

Opportunities, benefits and challenges of the adoption of new technologies in developing countries 

09:30 – 11:00 Session 1: 5G / IMT 2020 

While 5G will follow in the footsteps of 4G, it is expected to be much more than just another 

generation of mobile connectivity. 5G will be the main platform for digitizing society and 
economy, by building on the convergence between mobile and fixed technologies, capable of 
delivering inclusive and highly customized services to a diverse range of users. 
 
Every industry will be affected by 5G, which will be the platform enabling growth in many 
industries, ranging from the IT industry to the automotive, entertainment, agriculture and 
manufacturing industries. 
 
The development of 5G will deliver significant societal benefits both in terms of new consumer 
services and in terms of opportunities of economic growth.  

In this regard, these topics and other aspects related to 5G challenges and opportunities will 
be discussed during this session. 

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee Break  

11:30 - 13:00 Session 2: IoT/ Internet of Things: Toward a Smarter Living Style 

The concept of IoT is being promoted as a key enabler for paving the way to smart sustainable 
cities. Smart sustainable cities are able to reap the benefits of a secure Internet of Things 
infrastructure to create safer, more efficient and environmentally conscious living corridors for 
the growing urban population. 

 
This session will reimagine the implementation of the IoT paradigm and address the current 
challenges by creating countless smart and sustainable solutions for advantage of the future 
generations. 

 13:00 - 14:00 Lunch & Networking Break  

 



                                                                                                                                               

14:00 - 15:30 Session 3: Big Data Analytics 

The huge volumes of generated data from different classical and new sources, and the need to 
analyze them and deduct value in shorter times have given rise to big data technologies and 
data science techniques. 
This has also been accompanied by severe transformations in the business and industries that 
necessitate new strategies throughout the whole value chain; business model innovation, 
organization structure as well as governance. 
 
This session will shed light on the following: 

 Technology trends in big data and data science  
 Big data case studies in different developmental projects and verticals 

 The big data transformations 
 New opportunities from government data 
 Startups experience in big data: success story, challenges and transformations 

 
  

Day 2 (24 April 2019) 

 

 

 

08:50 - 9:00 Brief summary of Day 1 discussion & programme of day 2 

09:00 - 10:30 Session 4: Cloud Computing 
 

Today the reality is that just like how electricity is provided to the user by the grid, computing 
power and storage are provided by the cloud. 
 
It is foreseen that in the near future, applications of cloud computing in sectors like education, 
health or governmental services will be mainstream.   
 
The benefits of this are numerous but so are the challenges particularly in developing 
countries. 
 
This session will explore the opportunities, benefits and challenges that may face the 
deployment of cloud computing in development fields.  Global and regional best practices will 

be presented. 
 

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break  

11:00 – 12:30 Session 5: AI / Artificial Intelligence: 
 
The future will see large parts of our lives influenced by Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology. 
Machines can execute repetitive tasks with complete precision, and with recent advances in 
AI, machines are gaining the ability to learn, improve and make calculated decisions in ways 
that will enable them to perform tasks previously thought to rely on human experience, 
creativity, and ingenuity. 
  

AI innovation will be central to the achievement of the United Nations' Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by capitalizing on the unprecedented quantities of data, now being 
generated on sentiment behavior, human health, commerce, communications, migration and 
more.  
 
This session will provide a platform for government, industry and academia to discuss and 
build a common understanding of the capabilities of emerging AI technologies and consequent 
needs for capacity building and policy guidance. 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300


                                                                                                                                               

12:30 - 13:00 Panel discussion & Closing  
 

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch  

 


