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A few words about ITU and its 

sectors of activity    

 

 

 

About ITU   



 
 The United Nations (UN) Agency  

for Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)  
 



A unique global public/private partnership in a unique  
 consensus-based environment. 

700 Private Sector Members 
Business associations 

International organizations 
NGOs 

120 Academic Members  
Universities 

Research Institutes 
 

193 Governments  
Member State Administrations,  
National Regulatory Authorities 

 



Standardization 
ITU-T  

Establish international 
standards 

 
 

Development  
ITU-D  

Bridge the digital 
divide 

 

Radiocommunication  
ITU-R  

Allocate global radio 
spectrum and satellite 

orbits 

 ITU’s 3 Sectors  
are committed to connecting the world  

 You are here!  

 “Committed to 
Connecting the 

World” 



   

Focus:  Standardization 
(ITU-T) 

About ITU-T   



ITU-T and Standardization 

Crucial role in defining operation and 
interoperability of technologies that 
underpin global communications network 

200 - 300 new global standards approved 
every year, with over 4,000 in use today 

Standards enable global communications  
by ensuring ICT networks and devices  
speak the same language globally. 



Study Groups and Standardization at ITU-T 
 The standardization work of the ITU is organized by 

 Study Groups (SGs), which act as “building blocks” of 
the standardization process 
 Each study group (or SG) has its own area of 

responsibility, leadership, and authority to initiate, 
develop and propose ITU-T Recommendations and 
other deliverables.  
  Members of the ITU-T Study Groups develop 

Recommendations (i.e. standards) for the various 
fields of international telecommunications, in a spirit 
of consensus. 
 
 
 

Standardization @ ITU-T 



 SG2 Operational aspects 

 SG3 Economic and policy issues 

 SG5 Environment and climate change 

 SG9 Broadband cable and TV 

 SG11 Protocols and test specifications 

 SG12 Performance, QoS and QoE 

 SG13 Future networks (incl. cloud) 

 SG15 Transport and access 

 SG16 Multimedia 

 SG17 Security 

 SG20 IoT & Smart Cities 

Study Groups: the building blocks of standards-making at ITU-T 



ITU-T’s  
regional groups 

are vital to 
global decision-

making  

ITU-T SG regional groups: 
 5 in Africa  
 3 in the Americas  
 3 in Arab states 
 2 in Asia-Pacific 

 

Subjects being studies in the 
regions include: 

 mobile roaming  
 future networks  
 e-waste management 
 quality of service  
 best practices in 

standardization 



ITU-T SG3 

What is ITU-T SG3? 





  
Working Party 1:  

Chairman: Leslie Martinkovics (Verizon Communications, USA) 

Question 1/3: Development of charging and accounting/settlement mechanisms for international 
telecomms services using the Next Generation Networks (NGNs), future networks and any possible future 

development, including adaptation of existing D-series Recommendations to the evolving user needs. 
Question 6/3: International internet connectivity, incl. relevant aspects of IP peering, regional traffic 

exchange points, cost of provision of services and impact of transition from IPv4 to IPv6 
 

Working Party 2:  
Chairman: Alexander Yakovenko (Rostelecom, Russian Federation)   

Question 2/3: Development of charging and accounting/settlement mechanisms for international 
telecomms services, other than those studied in Q1/3, including adaptation of existing D-series 

Recommendations to the evolving user needs. 
Question 7/3: International Mobile Roaming issues (including charging, accounting and settlement 

mechanisms and roaming at border areas 
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Today’s SG3 has 3 Working Parties 



  
 

Working Party 3:   
Chairman: Raynold Mfungahema (Tanzania) 

 
Question 3/3: Study of economic and policy factors relevant to the efficient provision of 

international telecommunication services. 
Question 8/3: Alternative Calling Procedures and Misappropriation and Misuse of facilities 

and services including CLI, CPND and OI 
Question 9/3: Economic and regulatory impact of the Internet, convergence (services or 

infrastructure) and new services, such as OTT, on international telecommunication services 
and networks. 

Question 10/3: Definition of relevant markets, competition policy and identification of 
operators with SMP as it relates to the economic aspects of the international 

telecommunication services and networks 
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Working Parties of SG3 (cont’d)  
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In its work, Study Group 3 is strongly supported by the mandate that the BDT 
(ITU-D)  has in the area of tariffs and economic issues  

(WTDC Objective 2) 

A longstanding collaboration between the 2 sectors of the ITU 



  

• Our collaboration on the subject dates to 1998 (4PPs)!  
• Typically, regional group meetings and Forums are held back to back:  

ITU-T Regional Study Group 3 
(2 days) +  ITU-D Regional, Economic & Financial Forum (1-2 days) 

• BDT’’s active participation and invaluable assistance is provided to 
SG3’s 4 world regions every year, plus the parent group meeting 
every 9 months in Geneva  

 
• These joint activities are one of the only platforms in which 

international ICT economic and regulatory issues are discussed and 
best practices exchanged.  
 

 

A longstanding collaboration between the 2 sectors of the ITU 











   

Membership and 
participation 

Who participates?  



o Member States – Administrations 

o Regulators  

o Private sector companies, 
e.g. operators, service providers,  
equipment manufacturers, consultancies, 
etc. 

o Regional organizations 

o International organizations 

o NGOs 

o Research centers 

o Academic institutions  

o User groups  

o …  

Global and diverse: Who participates in the work of ITU-T?  Global and Diverse Membership 



Membership rights and privileges 
  
 Participate in meetings: take part in ITU-T Study Groups and expert groups, 

seminars, workshops 
 
 Influence standards in the making:  submit proposals and 

comments throughout the consensus building process that leads to the 
production of ITU-T standards 

 
 Take on leadership roles: hold management positions in Study Groups and 

drive the standardization work 
 

 Access restricted information: Sign up for a free ITU account (TIES) and 
get access to a large volume of information and documents such as draft ITU-T 
Recommendations, meetings’ reports, databases, training modules, etc. 

 
  Receive invitations and updates: get notified about latest ITU-T activities 

(approval of new standards, new work items and working groups, call for papers, latest 
publications) and receive invitations with related documentation to ITU-T events 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Joining us from the Private sector  
or Academia 

 Membership is per Sector (ITU-T/ITU-R/ITU-D). For ITU-T: 
  
 
 Sector Member (All study groups)  
- Get access to the full range of ITU-T meetings and activities  
- Influence the development of standards from the beginning to the end 

31,800 CHF per year 
3,975 CHF per year for low income countries 

 
 
 Associate (One study group)  
- Focus your resources on a specific ICT topic  
- Participate in one chosen Study Group at a reduced price 

10,600 CHF per year 
 
 

 Academia (One fee for access to all 3 sectors)  
- Get access to the full range of ITU meetings and activities of all three Sectors 
- Decided at ITU PP-2014 and with implementation in 2015 

~ 3’975 CHF per year 
(1’987 CHF for low-income countries)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thank you  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amine.mcharek@itu.int
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