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Network Management for Community 
Wireless Networks
Methods Findings

• Current and prospective network operators

• Interviews: to find current NM challenges, experiences 

• Co-design workshop: to understand challenges and 

prototype solutions in both mature and nascent

• Deployment Workshop: Exploring possible 

improvements to suitability of RadiusDesk/MeshDesk: 

- Challenges with existing NM interfaces e.g icons, 

terminologies, and finding devices

- Access to an eco-system of experts, formal and 

informal training, Infrastructure sustainability & power 

cuts interfering with the controllers

- Adhoc equipments, troubleshooting resources not 

suited to level of expertise available



Content Creation 
and Dissemination



Some Futures
https://janastu.org/

https://www.inethi.org.za/

Speculative Design
• Community Visions for Resilience
• Local Health Library as a Service
• Co-located social activities, craft 

making and learning.
• Self sustaining network by mobilzing

and engaging within community.

Co-Design, Co-Deploy
• Rethinking Network Management 

Interfaces – usability and  
configurability

• Local Content Creation and 
Dissemination – podcasts, 
iNethiRadio, inclusion

https://janastu.org/
https://www.inethi.org.za/

