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DIGITAL AFRICA:

Sub-Saharan Africa 
Digital Growth Potential
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Sub-Saharan Africa is 

responsible for more 

than half of mobile 

payments by value

Source: GSMA

AFRICA LEADS THE WAY
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The Data Economy
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DIGITAL AFRICA: RATIONALE



Enabling Factors 

HUMAN 
CAPITAL 

GOVERNANCE, 
POLICY AND 

REGULATIONS

ENTREPRENEURIAL 
AND INNOVATION 

SUPPORT 
ECOSYSTEMS

ACCESS AND 
DIVERSITY OF 

FINANCING

INFRA
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DIGITAL AFRICA:  



DIGITAL INFRA & E-GOVERNMENT
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Public-
Private 

Cooperation

CLOSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

Rural broadband deployments & internet access

DATA CENTRES

Pilot & Full-scale Implementation of data 

infrastructure

INTERNET ACCESS 

INFRASTRUCTURE
Internet Access centers for schools, higher-
education institutions

COOPERATION: THE WAY FORWARD

E-GOVERNMENT POLICY AND 

PLATFORMS
Digital Strategy & Policy, F/S Consulting, pilot projects 



FINANCE, SKILLS AND EMERGING TECH

Public-
Private 

Cooperation

COOPERATION: THE WAY FORWARD
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TECH-INCUBATORS & VC

Building or supporting African tech ecosystems 

and VC investment

YOUTH / ENTREPRENEURS

Develop Youth/ Entrepreneurs programs to 

stimulate the creation of African startups

4IR POLICIES & STRATEGIES

Knowledge sharing on AI, Blockchain, IoT, 

Automation, ETC.

CAPACITY BUILDING

Short- and long-term training 



Be clear on markets and who does what

Connectivity 

infrastructure

Finance ICT infrastructure (cables, towers, 
satellites, etc.)

Digital and data 

services

Digital 

Entrepreneurs

Finance the digital economy 

• Large players through direct financing 

• Smaller players though VC funds

Transverse enablers

Support development 
of technology hubs / 

clusters

Support government 
actions on key 

enablers:

Civil registration and 
e-identification

Digital finance

Data protection 
regulation

Transaction-specific 
regulation
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Finance Government digital adoption

• eGovernment infrastructure

• eGovernment services

Digital 

Government
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Public operations

Private sector operations

Private sector and PPP operations
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ICT OPERATIONS AT THE AFDB



THANK YOU
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