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[bookmark: Abstract]Resolution 169 (Rev. Busan, 2014) resolves to “to continue to admit academia to participate in the work of the Union” and to continue to admit academia to participate in the work of the Union”. In this framework, the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) is organizing the 1st ITU-D Academia Network Meeting on 11th September 2015, as a side-event to the ITU-D Study Group 2 meeting.
The meeting will address three main issues: 1) prepare the creation of an ITU scientific/academic journal, the ITU Journal; 2) start discussion on a platform for exchange of staff, faculty and students and for harmonization of ICT-related syllabi; and 3) collaborate on a research funding platform, for the benefit of our members.





1. [bookmark: Proposal]Background
Plenipotentiary Conference 2014 (PP-14), in Resolution 169 (Rev. Busan, 2014), resolved “to continue to admit academia to participate in the work of the Union, pursuant to the provisions of this resolution, without the need for any amendment to Articles 2 and 3 of the ITU Constitution and Article 19 of the ITU Convention or any other provision of the Convention”.
PP-14 also resolved C, with the exception of plenipotentiary conferences, world radiocommunication conferences, world conferences on international telecommunications and the ITU Council, in conformity with the rules of procedure of the respective Sectors, and taking into account the outcome of the review pursuant to Resolution 187 (Busan, 2014).
PP-14 instructed the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux “to continue their successful efforts to explore and recommend, taking into account the advice of the Council, various mechanisms such as the use of voluntary financial and in-kind contributions from Member States and other stakeholders to encourage increased participation of academia” and “to encourage the participation of academia in various open events and activities organized or co-organized by ITU, such as ITU TELECOM World, ITU Kaleidoscope, World Summit on the Information Society forums and other workshops and forums”.
In this framework, the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) organized an informal meeting of Academia representatives in April 2015 and held numerous bi-lateral discussions.
In view of the feedback received, it was decided to hold the 1st ITU-D Academia Network Meeting (ANM-1) on 11th September 2015, as a side-event to the 2nd Meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2.
2. Objectives
The results to be achieved and final objective of the Academia Network are:
1) To provide ITU Academia representatives a forum to discuss their specific goals, objectives, projects and issues in the framework of their participation in the work of the ITU;
2) To provide ITU Academia representatives a platform to exchange best practices, share experiences and success stories to help them better serve the needs of their respective communities in terms of socio-economic development and sustainable development goals.
3) To sustain the efforts of Academia in fostering academic research in the field of telecommunications/ICTs in areas under the mandate of ITU-D and specifically Study Groups.
4) To provide Academia and other ITU stakeholders with a platform to share quality scientific, academic and managerial knowledge in the field of telecommunications/ICTs.
Plenipotentiary Conference 2014 (PP-14), in Resolution 169 (Rev. Busan, 2014), resolved “to continue to admit academia to participate in the work of the Union, pursuant to the provisions of this resolution, without the need for any amendment to Articles 2 and 3 of the ITU Constitution and Article 19 of the ITU Convention or any other provision of the Convention”.
3. ITU Journal
The participation of Academia in Study Groups and their contributions to the work and conferences of the ITU is often not recognized by Universities as academic publications. Hence a recognized journal would help foster the participation of Academia and provide them with a channel for such quality publications. ITU mandate offers potential for technical, policy, socio-economic and market development research and articles, to name but a few. The ITU-T started a similar initiative that can inspire this work (Kaleidoscope).
Such a Journal would require an Editorial Board, to be run by the Academia themselves. It should be composed of members with strong academic qualifications and should be ensured a proper level of independence to ensure quality. For some specific editions, a main editor could be invited as well.
The scope of the ITU Journal should not be limited to a single aspect of telecommunications/ICT but cover the broader challenges and issues of our industry.
4. Global Exchange Platform
Practice shows that insufficient or poorly targeted digital literacy, in particular for younger generations, has become an issue and hinders access to job markets, in particular for leaders and managers to be.
The purpose of the Global Exchange Platform (ITU-GXP) is to exchange best practices and foster collaboration among Academia members with a view to design harmonized and well-adapted curricula, also in the field of applied telecommunications/ICTs, to exchange staff, faculty and students, to open a fruitful dialogue with the industry to assess future trends and needs in human capacity building and higher-level education.
5. Research Funding Mechanism
A recurring concern for Academia is the access to research funds. The purpose of this module is to share experience in this domain and to identify potential mechanisms through which the ITU could support its Academia members in their search for institutional and private sector research support.
6. Way Forward
Participants are invited to contribute to the discussions, to provide input on the programme of the 1st Academia Network Meeting, and to suggest topics for future meetings of this kind. 
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