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Excellencies,
Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is a great pleasure to be able to use the power of technology to address you in Nairobi today at this important event on enhancing ICT Development and Connectivity for LLDCs.

· I am sorry not to be able to join you in person, but I am delighted that this event is being held here in Africa, which is both timely and appropriate, as Africa is of course home to most of the world’s landlocked developing countries.

· First of all, let me thank the Government of Kenya for supporting this event. I also wish to thank my colleagues in the United Office of the South-South Cooperation (UNSSC), UNEP, and other partners, for hosting the GSSD expo.
· Let me thank my colleague Mr Acharya, UN Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, for his excellent efforts in making this event a reality; I congratulate you and your team.

· Let me also express my gratitude to the BDT staff for their tremendous efforts under the leadership of the Director, Brahima Sanou. They have all been working hard to ensure the success of this important event.

Ladies and gentlemen,

· ICT development and connectivity issues are unique and very real for landlocked countries, which are nestled between other countries commonly referred to as transit countries. In most cases, one has to travel through more than one country before a landlocked country is reached – and the same transit route is true for all trade and products into and out of landlocked countries.

· This session gives us an excellent opportunity to listen to your Excellencies, Honourable Ministers and Ambassadors from landlocked countries, and to hear about the ICT and telecommunication issues you are facing and the solutions you are applying to help achieve the MDGs and the Almaty plan of action.
· This plan of action is now ten years old, and it is time that we look back and ask ourselves: ‘What did we achieve, and what did we not achieve?’

Distinguished Colleagues, 

· ITU is passionate and committed to providing ICT and telecommunications assistance to the world’s Landlocked Developing Countries.

· Since the first International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries, held in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in August 2003, ITU’s World Telecommunication Development Conferences and Plenipotentiary Conferences have adopted specific resolutions in favour of Landlocked Developing Countries.
· As we all know, ICTs are essential in helping us accelerate progress towards meeting the MDGs, and this was also clearly recognized by the World Summit for the Information Society, WSIS, in 2003 and 2005, which set tangible development targets and policy objectives for the decade ahead.

· ITU has been working since 2003 to achieve the actions of the Almaty plan:
· We have a resolution on special measures for landlocked developing countries for access to international fibre-optic networks. This will help bring services to some of the most under-served people on the planet – and many of them, of course, are in this region.

· We have a resolution on the use of globally-harmonized national numbers for access to emergency services – which will help save lives in emergency situations.

· And we have a resolution on fostering an enabling environment for the greater growth of the Internet. This Resolution calls for greater broadband investment and expresses support for the multi-stakeholder model.

· Every year ITU’s regional offices also recommend landlocked countries with priority needs. ITU then provides concentrated financial assistance to address those ICT priorities; be they policy, regulation, legislation, capacity building or developing applications.
· I am confident that this forum will identify specific actions to ensure telecommunication facilities are expanded using the smart sustainable development model and the participation of the private sector.

· And I firmly believe that today we will be able to start building a collection of data and ideas, so that together we can develop strategies to help address the priority ICT and telecommunication needs of landlocked countries.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· Before I close, let me draw attention to the importance of broadband as an enabler and ask you to contact ITU for technical assistance if you do not already have a national broadband policy.
· Let me also draw your attention to broadband affordability – or unaffordability – which is still the biggest challenge to increased broadband uptake globally.

· It is impressive that entry-level fixed broadband services now cost less than 2% of monthly income in 52 economies – but it still costs more than 30% of monthly income in 30 developing countries.
· The Broadband Commission – which was jointly set up by ITU and UNESCO in 2010 – is working very hard to achieve the goal of seeing broadband services costing under 5% of monthly income in every country in the world, by 2015.
· And with the help of enlightened regulation, national broadband policies, increased user demand, and new technologies – such as mobile broadband – I am confident that we will succeed! 

Distinguished colleagues,

· In closing, let me say that today’s forum will be a source of tremendously rich and productive deliberations and discussions.

· The goal is to find out what you, our landlocked developing member countries, want us to do to help you in the next programme of action.

· The ten year review of the Almaty programme of action is your conference – and ITU is here to understand your priorities for the coming years.

· We are here to listen and take guidance from you, and I am confident that you will leave Nairobi with many new ideas, and many new proposals for the conference next year.

Thank you for your attention.
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