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Bridging Broadband Barriers for SIDS sustainable development through genuine and durable 
partnerships. 

2 September 2014, 15:00-16:30 Apia, Samoa 

 

The main goal of this high level dialogue is to share knowledge on broadband barriers facing SIDS that limits the use of 
information and communication technology (ICT) in achieving sustainable development. The idea is to identify concrete 
actions and commencement of partnerships to ensure concrete projects are created and implemented through 
partnerships between governments, private sector and academia. The outcome of this forum is to agree strategies and 
actions that can be proposed for the post 2015 sustainable development agenda.  

The objectives are: 

 To create regional and international partnerships for improving access and affordable access to broadband and 
information and communication for all. To do this, ITU (the United Nations specialized agency for 
telecommunications) shall take the lead in creating genuine and durable partnerships to assist SIDS improve 
connectivity in order to improve broadband access and ICTs in SIDS. These partnerships are between 
governments, private sector, academia and civil society.  
 

 To ensure remote islands and rural areas of SIDS have access to the Internet through broadband. Internet 
based applications powered by broadband helps SIDS achieve social and economic development in these areas. 
ITU during its World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-14) held the event “Connectivity for 
SIDS”. It was agreed that “connectivity” is an issue that is a priority for SIDS, and to be included in the post 2015 
sustainable development agenda.  

 

 To design, develop and implement projects for connectivity with a goal of increasing capacity of SIDS in order to 
own such projects ensuring sustainability.  

 
In the first instance, ITU has already designed and developed a pilot project for connectivity that will provide satellite 
broadband to 11 countries in the Pacific.  

The pilot project has two main objectives: 

 To provide broadband through satellite to help with social and economic development; and 
 

 To provide emergency telecommunication for saving lives when natural disasters strike.  
 
The partnership in this project are ITU, ITSO, Intelsat, Inmarsat, Kacific and 11 Governments including Fiji, Kiribati, 
Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.  

The aim of this project is to improve connectivity in remote islands and rural areas of these 11 countries so people living in 
these areas have access to broadband and faster Internet to foster electronic applications for education, health, agriculture, 
tourism and all other development issues. The idea is to set up e-centers in schools. These e-centers will be equipped with 
computers, printers, scanners, etc. Satellite broadband will be provided free of charge in the first 6 months followed by a 
discounted cost per month.  

This pilot project is being implemented from 2014 to 2017, a period of 3 years. The cost of the project is shared among 
partners. Each government will appoint local service providers to be a partner to international satellite providers. Training 
will be provided as regional workshops to provide capacity to local partners on satellite operation and maintenance. Train 
the training workshops will also be provided to deliver basic computer and Internet training to people where the e-centers 
will be located.  

At the 4th quarter of 2016, a thorough assessment will start to capture lessons learnt, usage statistics, costs and best 
practices, to develop a better product that can be replicated in SIDS of other regions.  


