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Regional Ministerial Consultative Meeting on Ebola: Leveraging Information and Communication Technology to Save Lives,
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 26-27 August 2015

PRACTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS


1. VENUE
Bintumani Conference Centre Aberdeen, Sierra Leone

2. WORKSHOP
The workshop will be conducted in English and French.

3. HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

Participants are requested to make their hotel reservations directly with the hotel of their choice. 
Please visit: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Emergency-Telecommunications/Pages/Events_Workshops.aspx  

4. VISA REQUIREMENTS
All persons entering Sierra Leone must have a valid passport or travel document. Citizens of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) do not require a visa to enter the country, but citizens of all other countries do. Everyone needs a work permit. We've made visas easy. Within 3 business days, and with minimal input required from you, we can have a valid document ready for your trip to Sierra Leone. This is done through the Immigration Office in Freetown For entry requirements and visa application for Sierra Leone, please visit: https://www.visitsierraleone.org/visiting-sierra-leone/before-you-travel/Visa-Application-Information.html . Participants are responsible for obtaining their own visa.
NATCOM can arrange Visa on arrival -- Contact Mr. MUSA NUR KAMARA is musanurkamara@gmail.com; and his mobile numbers are: +232 76 607 506; +232 77 607 506.

5. PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Insurance:
We recommend participants to make their own arrangements for insurance against accidents.

Currency:
The currency used in Sierra Leone is Leones and US dollars.
EXCHANGE RATE: Selling $100= 490,000 Leones 
Buying 510,000 Leones = $100



Time:
The local time in Freetown is GMT-00.

Weather:
The climate of Sierra Leone is tropical, with two seasons that determine the agricultural cycle. These seasons are the Rainy season that lasts from May to November and the Dry season from December to April. During the dry season there is a short spell of cool dry winds that blow in off the Sahara Desert. This period is referred to as harmattan period. At times during the night, temperatures can go as low as 16 °C (60.8 °F).

Electricity:
Voltage: 220-240 Volts (U.S./Canada are 110-120 Volts) Primary Socket Types: British BS-1363, Indian Multi-voltage appliances (laptops, etc.): Plug adapter Click socket type links to view adapter for that type 110-120V electronics: Plug adapter + step-down transformer Hair dryers, curling irons, etc.: Plug adapter + voltage converter. If you want to buy one in Freetown, you can do so at a duty free shop at the airport.

Transport:
[bookmark: _GoBack]NATCOM will provide shuttle buses from the Airport for free of charge to Freetown, please note that this journey by road takes 2 hours to Freetown.  There are water taxis from the airport which cost $ 40 to Freetown.


LOCAL HOST CONTACT: 
Mr. Senesie Kallon
Acting Director General
National Telecommunications Commission
13 Regent Road, Hill Station
Freetown
Sierra Leone
Email: ddg@natcom.gov.sl 
