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	Purpose
This report is intended to provide an overview on the status of the COP Initiative and the implementation of the COP Guidelines.
Action required
The Council Working Group on child online protection is invited to note this report.
_______________
References
CWG-COP website; ITU-D Cybersecurity - COP
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The Child Online Protection initiative aims to protect children from online risks and potential harm and empower them to fully benefit from online opportunities through research, in-country policy support, capacity building and technical tools.
ITU Child Online Protection serves as global leadership platform with a multi-stakeholder community with proven expertise and successful technical assistance record of more than 13 years on child online protection activities worldwide. Through a strong network of more than 80 knowledge partners from leading institutions active in the ICT and child rights sectors, the Child Online Protection initiative provides resources and tools that support children’s and their families’ digital skills development and provide support to industry and government stakeholders in the development of corporate and national child online protection strategies and frameworks allowing countries to provide a safer online environment for children.
1	As part of ITU’s global programme (2021-2024), between January 2024 and September 2024, the following activities were undertaken
1.1	Capacity building
–	Training of Trainers for Educators in Suriname, Costa Rica, and Ecuador.
–	Training sessions for policymakers, ICT industries, and civil society in Ecuador.
–	Training of Trainers for Educators in Kyrgyzstan.
–	The girls in ICT Day held in Mansoura, Egypt, showcased of girls' leading role in spreading awareness of digital citizenship to empower young girls to become advocates for digital citizenship, drawing inspiration from influential peer role models.
1.2	Translation of the COP Guidelines
–	Translation of the COP Guidelines from Spanish to Quechua for Ecuador, Aymara for Bolivia, and Dutch for Suriname.
–	Recruiting an agency to "Design and production of brochures and videos as part of the project to implement guidelines on online child protection in Morocco." 
1.3	National COP framework
–	Delivered a national COP framework for Ecuador, for Peru, and for Bolivia.
1.4	Child participation
–	A collaboration with the Western Sydney University to set up national taskforces was established.
–	Within this context, children from Lebanon have been recruited to participate in the Youth taskforce. Two workshops are envisaged.
–	Additionally, in Malawi, children will be engaged through local partner  in the setup of the youth right task force. 
1.5	Country engagement
–	Consultation meeting on COP with Cambodia and Nepal to deploy COP training and localization work in the country, the Ministry of Posts and Communications (MPTC) plans to translate COP Guidelines into Khmer. ChildSafeNet, Nepal has made a pledge on COP training during the Partner2Connect (P2C) National Roundtable for Cambodia took place from 8-9 July 2024 in Phnom Penh.
–	ITU Office for Europe supported the roll-out of the COP Guidelines in Serbia in February 2024 that included the dissemination campaign and the presentation of the translated into national language materials.  The campaign reached out to 957 children and 60 teachers, pedagogues, and psychologists. 
2	Collaborating across sectors, the ITU COP Initiative took further actions:
2.1	Online Safety at GIGA
–	With the support of Child Online Protection partners such as Safe Online, several panel discussion were held at part of the Giga Connectivity Forum. 
–	The community recognized the importance of connecting the two communities and to think strategically how to embed more COP in Giga. 
2.2	PoP: Protection through online participation
–	Led by ITU and the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children.
–	Aims to provide insights and recommendations on the development, implementation, and improvement of online protection services that function online and address, but are not limited to addressing online risks, but also in person harms.
–	Global partners meeting were held in Madrid in November 2023, in Brussels in March 2024, and in Paris in June 2024 to discuss and formulate guidance principles addressing child helplines and similar services functioning online, and technology platforms.
–	Evidence on how systems that address children’s protection needs through online means has been collected, together with insights from children and youth, and lesson learned from the industry.
–	Two sets of principles have been drafted and shared with partners for consideration and contribution.
–	In December the initiative will launch principles and recommendations for child helplines, tech platforms, and policy makers, on how to encourage protection systems that function online.
–	In 2025, PoP will:
•	Publish a digital map consolidating the collected evidence.
•	Draft principles and recommendations for gaming platforms, and A.I driven systems, on how to address children’s protection needs through online means.
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