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>> CHAIR: Let us begin our plenary session.  I would like 
to ask the interpreters to inform me whether or not they are 
ready. 

>> We are, Chairman.  Thank you very much. 
>> CHAIR: Before turning to addressing some topics this 

afternoon, I would like to inform you that we're still awaiting 
documents which need to be introduced in the plenary which are 
currently being translated and corrected. 

Given that they were recently received only around midday 
today, once we have handled all of the topics, which I'm going 
to submit for your consideration.  Afterwards, we're going to 
look at the timetable for taking up the plenary again, which is 
probably going to be much later than planned.  We'll have a 
clarification from the Secretariat with regard to the schedule 
for having the documents ready to be reviewed in the plenary. 

So with that brief introduction, I would like to introduce 
a representative from the World Health Organization.  As you'll 
be aware, we were going to have at this conference a visit from 
the Director-General of this organization. 

He could not come for personal reasons.  But he has sent us 
a message.  We would like to invite the representative of the 
World Health Organization to take the floor. 

http://www.captionfirst.com/


>> WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION: Thank you very much.  It is 
truly an honor for Dr. Tedros, the Director-General of WHO, to 
be invited to speak at this importance conference.  However, due 
to some unexpected and tragic circumstances, he is unable to be 
here.  So I'll be reading his message to you. 

Mr. ITU, Secretary-General, Excellencies, esteemed 
colleagues, ladies and gentlemen.  As you might be aware, on 
Tuesday -- these are the words of Dr. Tedros.  As you might be 
aware, on Tuesday, my brother and colleague, the WHO Regional 
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean region, passed away on 
his way to Montevideo, and for that reason, I will not be able 
to leave at this moment.  I thank you for your support during 
these difficult times. 

The World Health Organization and the ITU are sister 
organizations in the United Nations family.  Like siblings, we 
have a close bond that goes back many years. 

Together, we have been helping countries to maximize the 
enormous potential of information and communications 
technologies to improving health. 

More than half of all WHO Member States now report having 
eHealth strategy.  Many of them based on the joint WHO, ITU 
policy tool kit. 

We have also founded a joint initiative "be healthy, be 
mobile."  Which is using mobile technology to deliver health 
information on non-communicable diseases in seven countries.  
Including helping people to quit smoking in Costa Rica, and to 
manage their diabetes during Ramadan.  And we are taking this 
work much further to develop strong foundations for digital 
health in developing countries.  These include promoting the 
roll-out of broadband Internet access within the health sector 
and exploring how technology can help create healthy cities. 

The reason that this matters is because Mr. Houlensoo [ph.] 
and I believe technology has a pivotal role to play in helping 
the world achieve universal health coverage. 

Universal health coverage means that all people, and 
communities, receive the health services they need when and I 
they need them, without facing financial hardship.  Already, 95% 
of the world lives in an area with mobile network coverage.  
Meaning we have a ready-made network of more than 7 million 
mobile subscriptions.  What an enormous opportunity to give 
these people access to health information and services. 

The world of ICTs is evolving so fast.  There is so much 
untapped potential of existing technologies, and who knows where 
the future will take us. 

One thing is certain, we know that we still have challenges 
to face if we are to realize the promises of digital health for 
universal health coverage.  And we know that we cannot take this 
journey into the future alone. 

Our challenges are clear.  First, we must continue striving 
to reach the unreached while 7 billion mobile subscriptions 



seems a lot, access for rural populations for women, for the 
poor, lag far behind. 

These forgotten people stand to benefit the most from 
innovative approaches in Telemedicine, distance learning, and 
digital health records. 

Secondly, we need to work together, hand in hand, to 
understand how our very different worlds think and operate.  We 
need to be speaking the same language.  This is the real meaning 
of partnership. 

We must join forces to promote new models for partnership, 
and co-financing in both the public and private sectors.  
Technology enables us to expand care outside of hospitals and 
health centers.  But these services must be sustainable. 

Digital health cannot be reduced to a novelty.  A flash in 
the pan.  Or the latest app.  It is too important for that.  We 
must move from a focus on solutions to a focus on systems.  And 
we need to do this together.  Partnership will be essential, 
because there are some issues that are simply too big for either 
of us to handle alone. 

Issues that you've been speaking about in this conference 
such as data protection, interoperability between digital health 
systems and digital security, are all vital concerns in this 
globalized world.  These have the potential to hinder progress 
in both our worlds.  We need to build solutions together.  The 
experiences of both organizations is essential to make digital 
health as safe and reliable as it must be.  I look forward to 
hearing your ideas and working with you to advance the health of 
the world's people through the power of information technology. 

Thank you very much.  And these the words of Dr. Tedros.  
Thank you. 

(Applause) 
>> CHAIR: Thank you for these words.  I now give the floor 

to the Secretary-General. 
>> Secretary-General: Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I would like 

to take this opportunity to ask the committee to convey my 
sincere appreciation for Dr. Tedros and for WHO to join us with 
this message.  I would also like to thank you in person for you 
to come to our meeting to deliver this message. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have to visit at the end of August, 
to Dr. Tedros.  Dr. Tedros started his term on first of July, 
only.  And then we had the chance to talk to each other.  So I 
finally visit him at end of August.  We had a very good 
(Inaudible) to work together.  He understand technologies' 
importance and he understands the potentials to ICTs.  The 
public system and businesses. 

So we agree that moment that we should work closely to make 
best use of ICT to assist public affairs. 

And he even suggested that we should further look at the 
opportunities to develop some kind of a memorandum to guide us 
with regard, next years to come, to work together.  So I was 



very pleased with his recommendation of the importance of ICT to 
help WHO. 

And I think even further, suggested that he would like to 
see WHO becomes a smarter WHO.  I see that, his determination to 
work with ICT at the higher level, it's very encouraging.  So 
we're working together to try to develop a kind of relationship.  
So from yesterday, they started with their world health 
conference for non-communicable diseases. 

And I was invited to join them yesterday after their 
opening ceremony.  And that opening ceremony, we had VIP 
session.  And including the President of Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Chile, President of Argentina and Zimbabwe, and the special 
ambassador, the princess from Morocco. 

I joined the panel discussion and found this is a good 
opportunity to see that the (Inaudible) family also recognize 
the importance of ICT as a tool to help. 

And then as we discussed the Director-General, very tightly 
arranged schedule.  And ordered a plane to come to Germany 
today.  He very much wished to have his message delivered by 
himself this afternoon. 

So when I left Montevideo, he said at 6:00 he would find 
his best to come to join me.  If he failed he would give me a 
call.  I did not receive his call. 

So unfortunately, because the tragic incident, just at the 
Montevideo, he has to take care of that tragic incident and he 
cannot come.  I got his message he could not come. 

I appreciate very much he ask of his officials 
representative of Argentina to deliver his message.  So please, 
let's just give him a proud, to thank him for sharing with us 
his knowledge and his message. 

So that we could have good cooperations in the years to 
come.  So let me just once more again, ask our representative of 
the WHO to convey our sincere appreciations for him and looking 
forward to good cooperations between ITU and WHO.  Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you Secretary-General.  I would briefly 
like to add to these words.  I think that in the framework of 
the Sustainable Development Goals, there use of ICTs to achieve 
universal health coverage for all the habitants without a doubt 
is one of the most enabling tools.  Therefore, I would like to 
welcome the opportunity of working in these areas jointly. 

Argentina briefly visited the city of Montevideo yesterday 
to make a presentation on these initiatives.  Having said this, 
once again, I would like to thank the speakers and move on to 
the next item. 

I would like to return to something in the plenary in the 
morning.  We left some issues under consideration.  They were 
open.  I would like to begin by asking the Vice-Chair of the 
conference for the Arab States to inform us as to whether or not 



there's been progress made with regard to the revision of 
Resolution 51 contained in DOC/ARB/21A18/1. 

You have the floor. 
>> Thank you very much, Chair.  We had indeed asked for the 

floor on the previous item.  We have a statement to make on the 
previous agenda item, Chair.  If you would allow me then, Chair. 

>> CHAIR: With pleasure.  There is no problem. 
>> Arab States: Thank you, Chair.  First of all, we would 

like to thank the Director-General of the WHO for the message he 
conveyed.  In this regard, Chair, the United Arab Emirates are 
sorry to hear about the death of the Regional Director in the 
Arab region who passed away yesterday.  He played many key roles 
within the WHO.  And over the 19 years that have just passed, 
the Doctor participated in the World Health Assembly with the 
UAE, and also with ENROE as a member of the delegation. 

In this capacity he contributed to the work of the 
organization.  And over those years, and we are sorry to hear 
about his passing. 

Chair, we would like this statement be reflected in the 
minutes of this meeting.  Thank you very much, sir. 

>> CHAIR: I thank the Delegate of the UAE.  We take note of 
your request. 

If there are no further comments, I would like to return to 
the agenda, in which I requested a presentation on the revision 
of Resolution 51.  Senegal requesting the floor. 

>> Apologies chair.  I just wanted to add something.  My 
voice of Senegal in terms of this global initiative on eHealth.  
The joint policy tool kit. 

Indeed, I have experienced a successful cooperation between 
these two organizations through the M diabetes project which was 
launched in Senegal.  And thanks to these SMS text messages, 
raises awareness and helps people with diabetes, particularly if 
there are any difficulties.  Particularly during Ramadan.  Also 
ministers of health ask telecommunications in Senegal and the 
association for those with diabetes, health care professionals, 
private sector and ICTs, public.  All of these people are 
involved in this project.  Thank you very much, Chair. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  The United Arab Emirates, you 
have the floor. 

>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you, Chair.  Now, in terms 
of the discussions on Resolution 51 and amendments thereto from 
the Arab States.  And this is Resolution 51.  Given the fact 
that the Iraqi delegation was not able to participate in the 
work of this conference, and there were difficulties encountered 
in participating in discussions and negotiations on this 
resolution, the group of Arab States would like to request, 
Chair, in terms of Resolution 51, that this resolution remain as 
it is, without any modifications. 

So this is the request of the Arab States group for the 
reasons I just referred to.  Thank you very much, Chair. 



>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.  I would like to ask whether 
or not there are any comments on the proposal which has just 
been made. 

I see no requests for the floor.  If there is no objection, 
therefore we would accept the proposal that has been made to us 
to leave the Resolution unchanged. 

Seeing no objections, it is so approved.  Adopted. 
Now I would once again like to ask the Vice-Chair of the 

conference for the Arab States to inform us about progress made 
with regard to the revision of Resolution 18.  This is 
DOC/ARB/21A6/1.  Vice-Chair, you have the floor. 

>> Vice-Chair: Hello my Chair, and Mr. Chairmen.  With 
regards to Resolution 18 on Palestine, we met during the lunch 
break, twice.  And we had some discussions and some 
consultations on that resolution.  However, Mr. Chairman, 
unfortunately, I regret that I report to you that we did not 
reach to a compromised solution on Resolution 18.  So there are 
some texts in square brackets, and even now, there are other 
texts in square brackets.  So we are not progressing on that. 

Unfortunately.  However, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask 
you that you allow me to continue this consultation, with the 
aim to find the compromise of Resolution 18. 

Optimistic.  Hopefully we can reach a good solution.  But 
for now, unfortunately, the discussions -- all of the 
discussions today and in the last two days, unfortunately, we 
did not reach an agreement.  Thank you Mr. Chair. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.  Thank you for your report.  
If there are no comments on the presentation made by the Vice-
Chair, I have no objection to giving you more time to come to an 
agreement.  We can come back to this issue towards the end of 
the session today. 

So no comments.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
inform you that I have spoken to the Vice-Chair of the 
conference from the Americas region.  Who's informed me that 
there is a need to have more time to work on a consensus text 
for the conference declaration. 

I believe it's a reasonable request.  It is an important 
document which requires us to have full agreement.  Therefore, 
what I'm going to propose is that the declaration is one of the 
last topics addressed at the conference.  Is so as to facilitate 
any agreement that may be required in order to have the 
consensus text.  And that is with regard, as I was saying, to 
the document on the declaration. 

The Vice-Chair from the Americus region, do you have any 
comments to add?  I give you the floor. 

>> Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  It was (Inaudible) 
by you, and we are still on further consultation with colleagues 
from different regions.  And we do need more time in order to 
find a consensus.  I think it's quite reasonable to leave this 
issue for tomorrow maybe, if everyone agrees.  We continue on 



further consultations on this, to get good results tomorrow 
morning.  Thank you very much. 

>> CHAIR: I thank the Vice-Chair.  I would like to have the 
opportunity to come back to this issue towards the end of the 
session that we will have this afternoon.  I understand that you 
may need more time, but I would like to urge everyone to make an 
effort, all interested parties and regional representatives, to 
step up and accelerate the work of the conference so that we can 
have a situation report on this issue this afternoon. 

Jordan, you have the floor. 
>> JORDAN: Thank you, Chair.  In turn, I would like to 

thank the delegate from Brazil for the efforts he has undertaken 
to reach consensus on the declaration.  However, I would like to 
confirm that it is essential that this declaration be available 
in all languages when it will be considered at the plenary 
session.  So that we can ensure that the translation is up to 
scratch.  Thank you very much, Chair. 

>> CHAIR: I thank the delegate of Jordan.  We take note of 
your request.  As I said, towards the end of today's session, 
this afternoon, we're going to return to this item and we will 
have an update on the status of the situation.  But we do take 
note of your request.  Thank you very much. 

The next item I wish to consider is I would like to ask the 
delegation of Syria with regard to any statement to be presented 
in the framework of consideration of the Resolution 25.  Whether 
or not the Syrian delegation is maintaining its request to keep 
this statement in the final report of this conference. 

The Delegates of Syria, you have the floor. 
>> SYRIA: Thank you, Chairman.  Yes, I confirm that our 

request to maintain the statement to appear in the final report 
is there.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  I give the floor to the United 
Arab Emirates. 

>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you, Chair.  The United Arab 
Emirates would like to thank the ITU for the efforts undertaken 
to come to the assistance of developing countries, and in 
particular, less-developed countries, as well as those going 
through difficult times and needing specific assistance.  We 
would reaffirm our support to the role of the ITU in this 
connection. 

The UAE have assisted countries with specific needs on all 
levels.  The UAE would reaffirm that the ITU is a specialized 
organization on telecommunications and ICTs.  Under no 
circumstances should we mix or introduce political aspects to 
the work of the ITU.  We would like to express our deep concern 
as regards to the deliberations that took place during the 8th 
and 9th plenary sessions and the repercussions, particularly 
concerning Item 3 of the agenda of plenary sessions 8 and 9. 



I would like to also request that this statement be 
reflected in the report or minutes of this session.  Thank you 
very much, Chair. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  I now give the floor to Estonia. 
>> Estonia: Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Estonia would like to 

make a statement on behalf of the European Union and its Member 
States.  The European Union and its Member State fully support 
the work of the International Telecommunication Union to assist 
countries in special need. 

The European Union will be ready to assist in the 
reconstruction of Syria.  Comprehensive, genuine and inclusive 
political transition.  Negotiated by the Syrian parties in the 
conflict, on the basis of the U.N. security council's Resolution 
22/54.  And the 2012 Geneva communication is certainly underway. 

Mr. Chairman, we ask that the statement included in the 
final report of the conference.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: I thank the delegates of Estonia.  The United 
States, you have the floor. 

>> UNITED STATES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The United 
States would like to make the following statement with regard to 
this issue, and we reserve the right to include this in the 
final report of the conference. 

The Syria crisis is a political issue and we do not believe 
the ITU should take matters (Inaudible) that is to be addressed 
by measures endorsed by the U.N. Security Council.  A political 
solution to the Syria crisis can only be through full 
implementation of Resolution 2554 and a credible process leading 
to a genuine political transition that can be supported by a 
majority of the Syrian people.  Until that process is complete, 
the United States does not support recovery and reconstruction 
efforts for the government of Syria.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  I now give the floor to the 
Russian Federation. 

>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Chair, we would ask for your end 
statement to be reflected in the report of the conference also.  
The Russian Federation fully shares the efforts of the sector to 
develop the ITU-D sector, to provide assistance to reconstruct 
destroyed telecommunications infrastructure in developing 
countries. 

We are convinced that such assistance should be provided to 
the Syrian Arab republic, as long as there is the necessary 
conditions in place, and in line with provisions of Resolution 
25.  Which was revised and reviewed at WTDC17.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, sir.  I now give the floor 
to Canada. 

>> CANADA: Thank you Mr. Chairman.  We would also ask the 
following statement be included in the minutes of this meeting. 

Canada's position on reconstruction in Syria was clearly 
reflected at the supporting the future of Syria and the region 
conference held in Brussels in April of 2017.  Canada, along 



with our like-minded participants, jointly acknowledged that 
reconstruction will only be successful, and therefore, its 
implementation will only have international support in the 
context of a (Inaudible) and inclusive transition that benefits 
all Syrians.  Reconstruction, including the rebuilding of 
Syria's telecommunications networks and international support 
for its implementation, will therefore be supported by Canada, 
only once a credible political transition is firmly underway. 

Canada believes that the UN-led intraSyrian peace 
negotiations are the only realistic path to a sustainable, long-
term solution to the conflict.  Thank you Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  China, you have the floor. 
>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  China has noted that the 

infrastructure of telecommunications in Syria has been seriously 
damaged.  Reconstruction and improvement of telecommunications 
infrastructure will be beneficial and will play an important 
role to the life of Syrian people. 

China supports that ITU, according to its objectives, take 
necessary measures to (Inaudible) the international community 
make its efforts to provide assistance to reconstruction of 
telecom infrastructure, in Syria.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  Saudi Arabia has requested the 
floor. 

I would like to indicate that yesterday, a statement was 
made from the delegate of Syria.  I wonder if you could clarify 
this point for me with a statement yourself.  Thank you. 

>> Thank you, Chair.  Yes, indeed.  Saudi Arabia made a 
statement yesterday during sessions 8 and 9 of the plenary.  And 
I asked the floor to ensure that this statement will indeed be 
reflected in the report from this session.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, Saudi Arabia.  I would like to ask the 
Chinese delegation to inform us whether or not they're 
requesting their statement also be included in the final report 
of the conference.  Could you confirm on this point for me, 
please. 

>> CHINA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Yes, we would like to 
have our statements to be kept in the final report.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, sir.  I now give the floor 
to Bahrain. 

>> Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  As we stated in the 
previous plenary session, we reaffirm our support to the 
position taken by Saudi Arabia and the UAE and reserve our right 
to associate with these comments and to have the statement 
included in the final report.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  Saudi Arabia, you have the 
floor. 

>> Saudi Arabia: Thank you, Chair.  In English, the 
translation mentioned that we are asking for this statement be 
included in the report.  What we asked was that this be included 
in the final report of the conference, and not just for this 



session.  So just wanted to clarify that.  I want the statement 
to be put into the final report of the conference.  Thank you 
very much. 

>> CHAIR: Yes, your request is clear.  And I think it is 
the same request as was made by the other countries who took the 
floor.  The United Arab Emirates, you have the floor. 

>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, chair.  I 
asked for the floor to reaffirm the need to include this 
statement in the final report.  Thank you, Chair. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, sir.  Yes, as I previously indicated, 
the request for inclusion of the statements is interpreted in 
all cases, as a request that be included in the final report of 
the conference. 

Are there any other comments?  We take note of the request 
of Member States who have taken the floor with regards to 
inclusion in the final report of the conference of the 
statements.  Algeria, you have the floor. 

>> ALGERIA: Thank you, Chair.  Algeria would like to 
include a statement in the text as follows.  The request made by 
the Syrian delegation focuses on support for development of 
infrastructures and telecommunications, and the main beneficiary 
of this are the Syrian people, who are suffering from tragedies 
of war that risk and worsen further because of the collapse in 
telecommunications networks.  This will allow us to surely 
contribute to provide a chance for establishing a survival that 
is peaceful and calm.  This is a principle of noninterference, 
and peoples of all regions can and should decide for themselves 
for their fate and solve their own interior problems peacefully 
without violence, and through dialogue, and no consideration 
should be supported to reject any of these offers of support.  
ITU's commitment to connect all citizens of the planet wherever 
they live and how much money they have to protect and defend the 
fundamental rights of each and every one to communicate.  
Algeria would reiterate its support to Syria and support the 
proposal made by the Syrian delegation, and call for consensus 
between the people and within that country.  Thank you very 
much. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you, madam.  I understand that there are no 
further requests for the floor on this particular item.  We take 
due note of all of the statements made and the requests for 
inclusion in the final report of the conference.  Thank you very 
much. 

From consultation with the Secretariat, I'm informed we 
will have available documents for your consideration at the 
plenary starting from 7:00 in the evening.  So that's 1900 
hours.  So I would like to reconvene this plenary at 7:00 in the 
evening. 

I would like to ask all of those who have the 
responsibility for achieving agreements in the outstanding items 



we have on our agenda to come back this afternoon with progress 
to be reported in the plenary. 

So with that, I adjourn this session, and we will meet once 
again at 7:00 in the evening.  Thank you very much. 

(Session concluded at 3:48 p.m. ART) 
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