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>> CHAIR: Good afternoon, everybody.  We would ask you, 
please, to take your seats, so that we can begin the second 
plenary meeting. 

Please take your seats, so that we may begin this plenary 
meeting.  Before we again with the agenda of the second plenary 
meeting of the conference, I would like to ask the head of 
security of the ITU to make announcement. 

>> Good afternoon.  Your Excellencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, ladies and gentlemen.  I'd like to make an event 
announcement.  As you may otherwise know, Buenos Aires is a 
remarkable place to visit.  But like any metropolitan city in 
the world, it does have a certain professional element of 
criminality that I would like to bring to your kind attention. 

I would like to advise the delegates to be particularly 
aware of the surroundings when walking in the center streets of 
Buenos Aires.  Over the past few days there have been multiple 
theft incidents reported to our event security team, as the 
result of pickpocketing and street trickery.  Some of these 
items that have been stolen are smart phones, cameras, laptops 
and money. 

An example of this type of street trickery that has been 
reported now multiple times, is where delegates have drops 
splashed on them, what appears to be bird's excrements, almost 



instantaneously, there are women on the street in the area who 
have approached them offering to kindly help clean the spots off 
them, by using paper towels and bottled water.  The assistance 
of this act of cleaning creates a distraction, which then 
creates a opportunity for the theft to occur. 

If you are involved in any safety or security related 
incident during your conference, please do report this 
information to our event security office, which is located on 
the fifth floor in room 509.  Lastly, I would like to sincerely 
wish all delegates a successful conference, and a enjoyable stay 
in Buenos Aires.  Thank you, Mr. President. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for the announcement, and I'm 
very sorry for any inconvenience that has been caused.  I will 
give the floor to the Secretariat for the plenary so they can 
make some announcements. 

>> Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Good afternoon for 
everybody.  Just to make clear for you all, how to ask for the 
floor, so you have in front of you the microphones.  You have 
this speak button, so if you push this white button, you are 
going to flash green.  After that just press once, you are going 
to flash green, the Chair will say that they are going to give 
the floor in the sequence that is going to appear here.  So we 
are going to open the mic with a red light, if you have a red 
light you can speak.  So do not push twice because if you push 
twice you are going to withdraw your request. 

After that, you have in the mics in the right and in the 
left, you have some volume button so it's important just to 
increase the volume because we receive some complaints about the 
volume, so please use the button that you have in the left, in 
the right side, of your mic.  To ask for the floor don't use the 
name of the countries, just press the button and the green light 
will flash and the Chairman will give you the floor.  Thank you 
very much, Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you.  Following these announcements, we 
will now begin our formal agenda of this second meeting for 
today.  I would like to draw your attention to the agenda for 
this meeting, contained in document ADN/5/E.  I would like to 
know whether there are any comments from you on this document.  
I see no comments.  The agenda for this meeting is therefore 
adopted. 

Before we begin with the presentations that we have planned 
for today, in which we will hear the views of state officials 
from member states and other associated members on high level 
issues of core issues for ICTs, important trends and other 
things, I would like to ask all of you to please stick strictly 
to the time that is given, to ensure that all of those on the 
speakers list have time to take the floor.  Thank you very much. 



To begin with our presentations I'd like to give the floor 
to Mr. Boris Koprivnikar, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
public administration from Slovenia.  You have the floor. 

>> BORIS KOPRIVNIKAR: Thank you.  Chairman, 
Secretary-General, Distinguished Delegates, ladies and 
gentlemen, in Slovenia we strongly believe that digitalization 
is one of the most important tools for development of the 
society as a whole.  This is why we started initiative that we 
call Slovenia green reference country in Digital Europe.  In 
this initiative, we are trying not to find new discoveries, but 
finding the new ways of how to use digital tools on the system 
level, to improve the quality of life of our citizens and to 
improve the quality of businesses that we can run in our 
country. 

We believe that before we became electronically changed, 
and then mobile, so we can do whatever we do wherever we are, 
it's time to be smart.  It's time to use this digital tools that 
our decision becomes smarter. 

In the matter of inclusion of all society members, we 
established digital coalition, it's not governmental body but 
the body consisted from governmental, nongovernmental, 
businesses, development areas, so we all together decide which 
direction as a society we want to go.  This is one of the ways 
where we can gain trust, and trust of our citizens, trust in 
government, trust in our future is one of the key issues that we 
also want to gain with the digital technology. 

This is why we open data.  We changed the legislation.  We 
established the so-called open data portal, enabling the data in 
machine readable form is available as a public good, because we 
strongly believe that data which is not in conflict with the 
personal or business interest is basically a public good.  So it 
has to be shared. 

We open education.  We open education sources, and just 
last month, we had the UNESCO congress, world congress on the 
open education sources, very successful.  We also strongly 
believe that education have to be open as a common good. 

We open platforms, any kind of a network or platform that 
we use, our main condition is that it has to be accessible to 
everyone, also the networks.  This is why we include broadband 
development networks in the way that we spend less money on 
backbone communication and we save money to invest in so called 
networks that are the ones that our citizens can use for their 
work. 

Our main strategy enables the environment in which in the 
ground we develop the optical networks accessible to everyone, 
in the sky.  We opened 5G and other networks that can speed up 
our communication, and again we approach in that way as a 



coalition, coalition from the regulators, businesses, 
government, and we all together develop also this direction. 

And like any sandwich, if there is nothing in between, 
there also have to be something very interesting in, and that 
interesting thing is data.  We share the data.  We open the 
data.  We ask the data from businesses, and we open the data 
from the government, and based on that data, new services and 
new solution for citizens and for the businesses are developed. 

We strongly believe that data as often said is the fuel of 
the future.  If you look how, for example, companies like 
Google, Facebook, Amazon, are using this data, you see that they 
can establish huge empires based on this data.  But this data is 
data of our citizens, it's data of our governments.  So let's 
use it smart for our sustainable development in the future. 

Let's open the data, synchronize it that we can share it, 
we can share it very safe, and we strongly believe that this is 
a good recipe for sustainable development of the future.  Let's 
open the data.  Let's synchronize the platforms.  And we 
strongly believe that this lead us to brighter future for our 
citizens and for our businesses.  Thank you. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Mr. Boris Koprivnikar. 
I would now like to invite Ms. Hadja Fatimata Ouattara 

Sanon to address the meeting.  She is the Minister of 
development of the digital economy and post in Burkina Faso. 

>> HADJA FATIMATA OUATTARA SANON: Thank you, Chairman.  
Ladies and gentlemen, Distinguished Delegates, ladies and 
gentlemen, on behalf of my delegation, I would like to express 
my profound thanks to the highest authorities of the Argentinian 
government and the ITU management team for the excellent working 
conditions they have made available to us.  Distinguished 
Delegates, we are a decisive turning point in the history of our 
sector, characterized by convergence, acceleration, innovation 
and asymmetry.  Emerging technologies such as metadata, the 
Internet of Things, artificial intelligence, nanotechnologies 
and quantum computers require us to implement policies to ensure 
that for development for the good of mankind as a whole.  I 
would comment in passing that access remains unfortunately a 
concern for Sub-Saharan African countries.  Ladies and gentlemen 
our digital economy is weakened by cyber attacks.  Our children, 
digital natives are exposed to them.  We therefore need to be 
proactive and preventative because Cybersecurity is a global 
issue which requires global collaboration. 

The theme of this conference is apt because the adoption of 
Sustainable Development Goals opens new market opportunities and 
new opportunities for us to contribute to sustainable 
development in the ICT sector.  For us to implement policies in 



collaboration with other socioeconomic sectors, such as health, 
education, agriculture and commerce and others, to speed up the 
fulfillment of the SDGs.  In my country, the use of ICT for 
development is the subject of a presidential programme, and my 
department is in charge of implementing favorable policies and 
structural projects such as the national fiberoptic backbone in 
the context of public/private partnerships.  These are 
implemented within the national economic and social development 
plan which is the reference point for development in my country, 
for the period from 2016 to 2020.  Our ambition in Burkina Faso 
is to build at national level an inclusive information society 
which is open, Democratic, and which will deliver economic and 
social development through innovation, through ownership at a 
local level, with particular attention given to young people and 
women. 

Chairman, ITU Secretary-General, Distinguished Delegates, 
ladies and gentlemen, Burkina Faso, my country strongly believes 
in the ITU, and as you know, it has presented a candidate for 
the Secretary-General of the ITU, but for ethical reasons we 
will talk about this tomorrow at the reception that my country 
is hosting, to which you are all cordially invited. 

So tomorrow, at 5:30 at the fine arts center, I wish us all 
every success in our work and I thank you for your kind 
attention. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Ms. Hadja Fatimata Ouattara 

Sanon.  I would now like to invite Mr. Robert Strayer to address 
the plenary.  He is deputy assistant secretary and coordinator 
for international communications and of information policy in 
the United States. 

>> ROBERT STRAYER: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary-General, 
ministers, Excellencies, and distinguished colleagues, on behalf 
of the United States of America, I thank the government of 
Argentina for their generosity and hospitality and for welcoming 
us to this beautiful and historic city. 

Mr. Chairman, we wish you the best as you guide the 
conference, in setting the course for the ITU telecommunication 
development sector for the next four years. 

Mr. Brahima Sanou, thank you for your leadership and 
efforts at the helm of this important sector of the union. 

The global digital ecosystem has truly improved so many 
people's lives, their ability to communicate, and the way in 
which they relate to each other, and truly affecting the entire 
world around them. 

This change has been driven by the dramatic increase in 
broadband access, the widespread penetration of mobile phones, 
and the development of a wide range of innovative information 



and communication technology services. 
These have helped foster unprecedented increases in 

economic growth around the world. 
This progress reflects continuous success of public/private 

and multistakeholder cooperation, market and regulatory reforms, 
technological innovation and commitments on the part of diverse 
stakeholders including the membership of the ITU. 

Member states have invested significantly in broadening the 
deployment of the Internet.  The United States has shown its 
commitment to increase Internet connectivity by among other 
efforts the projects funded by the U.S. millennium challenge 
corporation.  The natural disasters that struck the United 
States and Mexico and Caribbean have touched us all, developing 
and developed countries alike.  This reminds us of the critical 
life saving role ICT can play, satellites that predict coming 
hurricanes, early warning systems to alert citizens on mobile 
phones, images broadcast around the world to unite us for 
support, systems connecting first responders and families, 
mobile payment systems to mobilize resources.  ICT is critically 
important to mitigating damage and responding to natural 
disasters.  Even more importantly, the responses to these 
disasters demonstrate the remarkable power of collaboration, 
cooperation and partnership across countries, communities and 
diverse stakeholders. 

United States proposals to this conference and our support 
of our regions' inter-American proposals reflect our strong 
support for the continued ITU development sector role in 
broadband deployment and emergency communications.  We support 
the continued development by member states of voluntary 
guidelines and best practices to support efforts to increase 
digital inclusion, develop advanced networks and create a stable 
and predictable regulatory environment. 

We believe that it's important to preserve and enhance ITU 
development sector's role as a forward-looking knowledge 
platform to exchange experiences and views. 

This process has served the sector well, generating timely 
and useful deliverables which reflect the experience of many 
countries in the room today.  To help close the digital divide 
we will continue to support a open, transparent and market based 
approach to tackling the challenges of expanding the benefits of 
the digital global ecosystem. 

We must work together to deliver sustainable and measurable 
results.  With your leadership, Mr. Chairman and the efforts of 
the Distinguished Delegates here, I'm confident that we can 
achieve a positive outcome.  To you, Mr. Chairman, and all of 
our colleagues, we send our very best wishes for a successful 
conference.  Thank you. 



(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Mr. Robert Strayer. 
Now, I would like to invite His Excellency, Her Excellency, 

Houda-Imane Faraoun, to address the plenary.  She is Minister of 
post telecommunications, technology and digitalization of 
Algeria. 

>> HOUDA-IMANE FARAOUN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
Mr. President, Secretary-General of the ITU, distinguished 
ministers, directors of ITU sectors, honorable delegates, I have 
a pleasure to be among you today at the World Telecommunications 
Development Conference to discuss the role of ICTs in social and 
economic development. 

It is particularly pleasant to do that in such a beautiful 
town, Buenos Aires.  I would like to thank sincerely the 
authorities of the Argentinian republic and Argentinian people 
for a very warm welcome and the excellent organisation measures 
they have taken.  I would like to thank the Secretary-General, 
Mr. Houlin Zhao, for the efforts he is making in order to 
highlight the efficient role of the ITU in the process of 
achieving SDGs.  First range, I would like to attract your 
attention to something that most people seem to overlook.  In 
fact, the audience participating in this event, are not my only 
audience. 

Thanks to technology, it is now possible for anyone else in 
the world, including my fellow Algerian citizens, in Algeria, or 
any inhabitant of the world in Africa and elsewhere, to watch my 
three-minute speech here, maybe on-line or after downloading to 
the Internet.  I think they can even download this in no more 
than ten seconds, providing that they have 4G connectivity.  
Still they would need three minutes to watch the entire video 
one day.  So this download is amazing today.  But ladies and 
gentlemen, I want to wonder with you how many people do you 
think will be actually able to view the video at all?  How many 
people do not have a chance to know that this video existed, or 
any other video is available? 

Today, there is no less than a billion people in Africa 
without Internet connectivity of any type.  This is due to the 
low penetration rate of the network, usually as it is limited to 
the main urban areas. 

What is worse is that Internet use does not exceed 
2 percent in some African countries.  Oddly enough the second 
largest and most populated country in the world has only the 
lowest Internet coverage in the world.  Only ten percent as of 
2017. 

The question is, do the remaining 90 percent of the people 
even care about the extraordinary speed of the 4G or 5G and 
whatever comes next, when they still do not have 2G network? 



The United Nations in July 2016 adopted a resolution that 
declared the internet as a basic human right.  It has recognized 
the necessity of guaranteeing Internet access to every single 
person on earth for the purpose of promoting human progress. 

Yet many African countries are still lagging far behind the 
rest of the world, as they are deprived of the numerous benefits 
of ICTs, which would transform the field of education by 
providing numerous learning facilities and knowledge sharing 
platforms. 

Science, ladies and gentlemen, is the intangible heritage 
of humanity.  Technology is supposed to provide the means to 
spread it for the benefit of all human kind. 

At least, that was the promise brought by the Worldwide Web 
when it was created. 

These were the hopes that we wanted to have at that time.  
But the point is that efforts, money and time are deployed and 
we have talked today about investment, and how we have to spend 
efforts, money and time in order to get slimmer smart phones, 
cooler cameras, high definition screens, and we are at the same 
time extracting noble metals, hurting nature by the same way 
just in order to get new devices with funnier gadgets.  But what 
about our future?  What about the SDGs?  What about human 
rights? 

Ladies and gentlemen, a reasonable mind would say that our 
priority is not to increase the speed of the Internet connection 
in order to meet the needs of those who already have access to 
it, but however our priority is to connect as many people as 
possible all over the planet. 

I firmly believe that it is our duty now to awaken the 
hidden potential of the African population.  Those potentials 
that are continuously wasted because of the poor education that 
is provided.  This is why our efforts have to go towards finding 
an interconnected world that will be more homogeneous, more 
equally, as a collective investment for the future of humanity. 

To conclude, Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we are 
all waiting for a smart scientist that will come and will invent 
a remedy for cancer, for example.  We don't know, maybe today he 
is still a child playing in the shadow under a large African 
tree or a high palm tree in Nicaragua or Bangladesh.  Let us 
provide Internet there, to give this child maybe a chance to 
contribute in saving human kind later. 

I would like to wish you all great success and thank you 
for your kind attention. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Ms. Houda-Imane Faraoun. 
Now, I would like to invite His Excellency, Mahamat Allahou 

Taher, Minister of post and communication technology of Chad to 



take the floor. 
>> MAHAMAT ALLAHOU TAHER: Thank you, Chairman. 
Chairman of the conference, Secretary-General of the ITU, 

Director of the telecommunications development Bureau, ministers 
and heads of delegation, ladies and gentlemen, delegates, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, I have the honor and 
privilege of taking the floor before this August meeting to 
convey to you the greetings of the President of the republic of 
Chat, His Excellency Idriss Deby Itno, all the government and 
the people of Chad to His Excellency, Mr. Mauricio Macri, 
President of the Republic of Argentina as well as to the 
government and people of Argentina. 

We would also like to thank the people of Argentina for 
their warm welcome, which they have shown to the delegation of 
Chad since we arrived in Argentina. 

Chad would also like to warmly convey its friendship to the 
people and governments of countries here at this World 
Telecommunications Development Conference today. 

Chairman, I would like to convey to you the congratulations 
from the delegation of Chad upon your election to Chair this 
conference.  Knowing how dynamic you are, I have no doubt about 
the success of this conference. 

Heads of delegations, distinguished participants, the 
government of Chad, aware of the driving role of information and 
communication technologies, in economic development and the 
promotion of our people's well-being, has set for itself the 
ambition of ensuring the development of Chad through ICTs.  
Indeed the sector of information and communication technology is 
currently developing strongly throughout the world services that 
are diversifying markets that are opening up to competition, and 
there is ongoing restructuring in the sector. 

And our country is no stranger to this overall trend.  In 
its 2030 vision in Chad which sets forth the desire by the head 
of states to ensure that Chad is a emerging country by 2030, and 
the legitimate aspirations of the people of Chad which is set 
out in four year development plans, the development of ICTs is 
included as one of the priority actions for the growth strategy 
of the country over the years to come. 

This desire translates into the creation of a legal and 
regulatory framework which provides a enabling environment for 
development, and for ICT and telecommunications infrastructure, 
which can perform and are reliable, and finally it also 
translates into the promotion of diversification of applications 
and services and the introduction of competition. 

This ICT development strategy which is called the plan for 
digital Chad 2017-2021, has the ambition of raising the 
contribution of the ICT sector to the national economy to two 



figures, double figures by 2021.  It was adopted in June, 2017.  
It provides a formal structure for this ambition.  In the run-up 
to the development of the plan for a digital Chad, a form of the 
legal and regulatory framework was carried out, to ensure that 
this plan could be effectively implemented. 

This reform began in 2008, and it led to eight laws 
covering all parts of ICTs, covering such issues as regulation 
of electronic communications and post activities t creation of a 
ICT development agency, also covering Cybersecurity and the 
fight against Cybercrime. 

Your Excellency, heads of delegations, ladies and 
gentlemen, as you may be aware, the reform of the legal 
framework alone is not sufficient.  The development of 
infrastructure is just as important, perhaps even necessary. 

In fact, facing difficulties with regard to international 
transmission capacity caused by its landlocked position, Chad 
has constructed more than 2250 kilometers of broad optical 
fibers for broadband, and between 2008 and 2011 optical fiber 
was constructed from the Cameroon border and between 2014 and 
2015, 1482 kilometers of fiberoptic transmission networks were 
built to connect the Chadian network to cables lying along the 
Red Sea. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I don't want to dwell too much 
further on this, but in the area of reform and modernization of 
public administration, the government of Chad has undertaken a 
broad programme to ensure various state structures such as 
ministries, governments, prefectures, administrations are 
involved in e-government.  The aim of this is to contribute to 
the development of our country, and review the development of 
the entire African continent, the government has begun a project 
which has been backed by development partners such as the 
international organisation, OIF, International 
Telecommunications Union, ITU and the African Union.  This 
project is to construct the African center for information and 
technology.  It is called the CATI.  It will have three 
missions, it will serve as incubator especially for young people 
and promoter of the success and also of the prosperity of young 
African people, and so it can reveal the real face of Africa to 
the world in realtime. 

Initially the African union and experts are working at the 
moment to implement this project.  The contribution of other 
countries and institutions would also be welcome. 

Heads of delegations, ladies and gentlemen, today we cannot 
really talk about development unless it can affect and include 
everyone, because while a large number of less developed 
countries continue to exist with developed countries, our world 
will always be unbalanced.  The development of some will be held 



back by the delay others experience.  As you may be able to 
note, the reform of a legal framework alone is not required.  
Infrastructure is in fact required. 

In order to deal with the difficulties it is facing, as 
regards international transmission capacity caused by its 
landlocked status, Chad has constructed 2,000 kilometers of 
infrastructure.  Ladies and gentlemen, we must commit with 
practical means and accelerate ICTs to ensure that broadband is 
accessible to all everywhere, in order to improve the day-to-day 
life of this planet's inhabitants. 

Clear guidelines need to be defined in order to aid 
governments to develop an enabling environment which can 
encourage the private sector to invest in the construction of 
telecommunications and ICT infrastructure, and in providing 
services.  We also must look back at what we have achieved in 
terms of the development of telecommunications and ICTs, 
promoted by the last WTDC, identify obstacles and establish 
means to address these obstacles in order to ensure that we come 
out with a winning strategy for the next four years. 

Ladies and gentlemen, heads of delegations, while 
reiterating our commitment within the International 
Telecommunication Union, ITU, I would like to wish this World 
Telecommunications Development Conference 2017 every success in 
its work.  Long live the development of telecommunications and 
information telecommunications technologies, to ensure that we 
see the dawn of a open and inclusive information society.  Thank 
you. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for your attention, 

Mr. Mahamat Allahou Taher.  I would like to invite His 
Excellency, Mr. Ibrahim Elmirghani, State Minister of 
Communications and information technology of Sudan, to take the 
floor. 

>> IBRAHIM ELMIRGHANI: In the name of God the merciful, the 
compassionate, your Excellencies, Secretary-General of the ITU, 
Mr. Houlin Zhao, Deputy Secretary General Mr. Malcolm Johnson, 
Mr. Brahima Sanou, Director of ITU-D, Chair of the conference, 
your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, heads of delegation, 
ladies and gentlemen, participants, may the peace of God be upon 
you.  Firstly, I would like to congratulate the ITU for its 
ongoing success in supporting the telecommunications sector in 
order to ensure that it can fulfill its commitments to connect 
the world, especially the use of ICTs and the Internet and its 
contribution to the development of societies are proof of the 
success of the management of the ITU in fulfilling its 
commitments to the people of the world. 

ICTs and telecommunications in the Arab world and the rest 



of the world has seen some positive developments, and it has 
gone in effect in e-health and education.  It contributes also 
to improving the lives of our people. 

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, many countries in 
Africa and developing countries are facing a large number of 
challenges in realizing the Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs.  
We have to take serious measures in order to tackle these 
issues.  A lot of them lack services, particularly in countries 
in underdeveloped regions, landlocked areas.  The price of 
connection to the Internet remains very expensive.  There is a 
lack of legislation, rules, regulations and strategies on 
Cybersecurity and so on and so forth which contribute to this. 

In Sudan, the activities of the ITU-D, our effort is to 
address these challenges.  We also contribute to the 
decision-making process and resolutions and decisions in order 
to achieve the SDGs through our countries and throughout the 
world.  Sudan participates in the ITU's activities to come up 
with consensus solutions between members, in order to support 
development efforts.  We have hosted a number of important 
events most recently, the WTDC preparatory conference, 
development forum, at the end of January last year.  We 
collaborate on a number of projects, including particularly 
Cybersecurity projects, and the transition to IPv6 from IPv4.  
And we are working on connecting isolated regions. 

We would like to repeat that our commitment is to cooperate 
with the ITU and our regional partners and international 
partners, in order to ensure that the SDGs are achieved to 
create a socioeconomic environment which allows the best 
application of ICTs to ensure that this translates into a better 
life for our populations. 

I'd like to say that the environment in Sudan is very 
competitive, highly regulated, and can work with the private 
sector through legislation and laws which are clearly set forth, 
and which provide for all responsibilities. 

We aim to connect far-flung regions and a number of people 
participating with enabled connectivity is 28 million.  Our 
fiber-optic cables throughout our country, some 
31,000 kilometers, they cover the main towns and in fact run up 
to countries, feed into regional connections and Continental 
connections.  We are putting national IXP exchange points with a 
view to move from regional exchange points.  The Ministry of 
Communications in Sudan and partners are trying to profit from 
the, the Ministry of the geographical location of Sudan in 
Africa, its large surface area, its connections to its 
neighboring countries. 

Finally, I would like to convey the thanks of my people to 
the government of Argentina for their warm welcome and the 



organisation of this conference.  I thank the Secretary-General, 
Mr. Houlin Zhao, who is invited to visit our capital, Khartoum, 
as Mr. Malcolm Johnson did.  We would like to thank the heads of 
the departments and the sector for all of the efforts that they 
have made to assist developing countries. 

I would also like to congratulate you, sir, before 
concluding, on your election to Chair this conference.  Finally, 
I would also like to thank Sudan for having worked to overcome 
the sanctions on Sudan and I think this will have a very 
positive impact on the development of the ICT sector in Africa.  
Thank you very much. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Mr. Ibrahim Elmirghani, for 

your words.  Now I would like to invite His Excellency, the 
engineer Salim Al-Ozainah, to address the plenary.  He is the 
President of the regulatory authority. 

I am being told that he is not present. 
I would like to correct the invitation I was extending.  I 

would like to invite the Ambassador Mark Kent.  He is the 
British Ambassador to the Argentine republic.  I'd like to 
invite him to take the floor now. 

>> MARK KENT: Mr. Secretary-General, honorable ministers, 
your Excellencies, friends and colleagues, Mr. Chairman, it is a 
great honor to speak before you on the behalf of the United 
Kingdom.  First we would like to offer the United Kingdom's 
warmest thanks and congratulations to Argentina and to the ITU 
for organizing this important conference.  The ITU's development 
sector has a critically important role to play in supporting 
developing countries.  I would like to offer our congratulations 
to the development sector on its 25th anniversary.  The UK is 
fully committed to assisting developing countries.  We are proud 
to be one of the very few countries that meets the U.N. target 
to spend 0.7 percent of our gross national income on foreign 
aid. 

The UK is fully committed to the ITU and the important role 
it plays.  We are very proud in particular of Malcolm Johnson, 
and the work he does to ensure that the ITU delivers for all of 
its members, working in a spirit of friendship and cooperation 
with countries from every region of the world. 

We are proud supporting him for a second term as Deputy 
Director General in order to secure strong future for ITU.  We 
know that telecommunications and ICTs are a essential building 
block of economic and social development.  The World Summit on 
the Information Society set out a ambitious people centered 
development agenda to ensure that people from every part of the 
world can benefit from potential of economy communications and 
ICTs.  50 percent of humanity is not connected to the Internet.  



A core function of the ITU is helping to overcome this major 
obstacle to global economic development.  The 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda is a great opportunity to harness the 
potential of telecommunications and ICTs to support development, 
and we are very pleased that the theme of this conference is ICT 
for Sustainable Development Goals.  It's a very full agenda to 
make this a reality.  Building a enabling environment for 
investment, fostering competitive markets, promoting 
public/private partnerships which support investment in 
infrastructure, putting in place transparent and predictable 
regulatory frameworks and supporting capacity-building and 
skills development.  I know there are many countries represented 
here today, we should have already done excellent work in 
advancing this agenda.  We need to make sure no one is left 
behind.  To deliver sustainable development we need to bring 
together the efforts of all stakeholders, all the governments 
here today including my own need to work with the private 
sector, civil society, technical community, academics and others 
if we are to make a real difference. 

The ITU delivers best when it opens its doors to other 
stakeholders and builds a spirit of common endeavor. 

This conference is a great opportunity to build that 
spirit, and to make the sustainable development agenda a 
reality.  To everyone here, we extend our very best wishes for 
successful conference and we look forward to working with you in 
the time ahead.  Thank you very much. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, your Excellency, Mark Kent.  

I would like to ask Mr. Majed Al-Mazyed to take the floor, 
Deputy Governor of communications and information technology 
commission of Saudi Arabia. 

>> MAJED AL-MAZYED: Ministers, heads of delegation, 
Excellencies, Mr. Secretary-General of ITU, Mr. Chairman of the 
conference, all of the delegates, may god's blessings be upon 
you. 

It is a pleasure for me to address you at the WTDC 17, and 
on behalf of the Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, I would like to 
thank Argentina for the very welcome hospitality which has been 
shown to us, and to ensure that our participation is comfortable 
conditions.  I would like to congratulate the Chair and 
Vice-Chairs of the conference, and the chairs and Vice-Chairs of 
the committees, in order to undertake the work at the conference 
which will allow us to reach the objectives and the questions 
under discussion.  The Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is aware of 
the importance of the ICT sector. 

It is this sector which strengthens the digital economy, 
the vision of the work in Saudi Arabia for 2030 supports the 



projects under way within the ICT sector. 
The vision, strategic aspects linked to the ICT, in 

particular with development of infrastructure, strengthening 
access to broadband, supporting innovation in terms of advanced 
technology, the ICT market in Saudi Arabia is one of the largest 
markets at the regional level, because we have expenses in this 
area of $35 million in 2016, and a growth rate of more than 
8 percent, compared to 2015. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the international community is 
watching closely the fast development of the ICTs because it is 
this sector that will enable opportunities to the sub members of 
the sector.  I'd like to give example of digital economy, Smart 
Cities and artificial intelligence.  Alongside these 
opportunities, there are some concerns related to the general 
policies, in terms of cyberspace protection and confidential 
security and data security.  We are going to work on a level to 
support those countries in those particular developing 
countries, to allow them to make the most of these 
opportunities. 

We are also going to adopt a number of frameworks in order 
to protect the additional infrastructure, which is only 
developing thanks to millions of dollars spent to protect this.  
Ladies and gentlemen, Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1949 ITU 
has never stopped strengthening expertise and human expertise to 
strengthen ICT so it can participate actively in the area of ICT 
and Saudi Arabia is a important funding member.  We have seen 
different outputs from ITU.  We hope that ITU has authority to 
make decisions with regards to international regulations. 

We will, in order to support developing countries and those 
least developing countries, to allow these to make the most of 
all of the technological developments available, I'd like to 
remind you of the determination, focus of Saudi Arabia to 
continue to support ITU and in its different activities, in 
relation to development and the ICT environment. 

This through our new candidates on the ITU Council, the 
work of this conference, we hope that this will be very 
successful conference and may god's blessings be upon you.  
Thank you. 

(applause). 
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Mr. Majed Al-Mazyed.  I'd 

like to thank all of those who took the floor before him, the 
list of speakers for this first part of the high level segment. 

I'd like to give the floor to the Secretariat to give us 
some information on some general topics.  Thank you. 

>> Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Some announcements for you.  So we finished the first 

session of the high level segment.  The second session of the 



high level segment will start in 30 minutes after the break in 
this same room. 

All delegates are invited for a coffee break.  The coffee 
break will be provided on all floors of the venue, minus 2, 
second floor and the fifth, and a special address of the head of 
the delegation will be delivered on the second floor of the 
venue.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. 
So, this concludes the first part of this high level 

segment. 
I would like to thank all of you, but we have finished in 

good time such an important topic.  So the first session is now 
closing.  Thank you. 

(end of session at 1545) 
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