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Founded  in 1992 by pioneers of the early Internet, 
the Internet Society drives technologies that keep it 
open and safe. We promote policies that empower 

people to
enable universal access for all.

We stand for a better Internet.
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IETF
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The Internet Engineering Task 
Force (IETF) is the premiere 
Internet standards organization.
The mission of the IETF is to make the 
Internet work better by producing high 
quality, relevant technical documents that 
influence the way people design, use, and 
manage the Internet.

The Internet Society is the organizational 
home of the IETF. 



The Internet Society at Work
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Provides
leadership in 
policy issues

Advocates
open Internet 

standards

Promotes
Internet 

technologies 
that matter

Develops
Internet 

infrastructure

Undertakes
outreach that 
changes lives

Recognizes
industry leaders



Global Presence
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Our global community of members and Chapters span over 230 countries, territories, and areas 
of geographic interest world-wide.

NORTH AMERICA

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN

EUROPE

AFRICA

MIDDLE EAST
ASIA



Operating at the intersection of policy, technology and development 
allows the Internet Society to be a thought leader on issues key to 
the Internet’s continued growth and evolution.

How We Work
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Operating at the intersection of 
policy, technology and 

development,allows the Internet 
Society to be a thought leader 
on issues key to the Internet’s 

continued growth and evolution.
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How We Work

TECHNOLOGY 

POLICY 

DEVELOPMENT



Our Priorities

Trust
Without trust, the Internet cannot deliver its 
potential benefit to the entire world. Users 

must view the Internet as a safe and reliable 
means 

to communicate, and be willing to use online 
services for commerce, government, and

social interaction.

Access
We believe Internet access is a key enabler for 

economic, social, and human development. 
But only half the world is connected and the 
rate of Internet access growth is decreasing.  

Issues such as trust in the Internet have joined 
cost and availability as barriers to access. 
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Restoring trust and connecting the unconnected are key to 
realizing an Internet of opportunity for everyone.



This year, the Internet Society commemorates 
25 years of dedication to an open, secure and 
trusted Internet that benefits all people 
throughout the world.

The next 25 years depends on all of us.
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The Drivers - What will shape the future Internet?

Convergence of 
the Internet and 

the Physical 
World

Impact of 
Cyberattacks and 

Cybercrime

Market 
Consolidation

Challenges 
to Media and 

Culture

Artificial 
Intelligence and 

Machine Learning

New and Evolving 
Digital Divides

Evolution of 
Networks and 

Standards

Role of 
Government

Future of 
Personal 

Freedoms and 
Rights
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Historical Context

No single viewpoint can solve borderless and multidimensional issues. 
Cooperation and collaboration at the global and local levels is thus essential when 

seeking solutions that benefit the Internet’s growth and development.

to adopt the Tunis Agenda in 2005

which recognized the roles and responsibilities of each stakeholder group.

representatives from

government technical community civil society private sector 

The World Summit on the Information Society

brought together



Challenges

Navigating decentralized processes
• The broad range of global, national, regional, and local forums in 

which issues are discussed requires time and resources to follow 
and participate.
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Role of government
• The need for governments to adapt to the diversity and multiplicity 

of voices under the multistakeholder model.
• Need to come to grips with a concept of governance that is not only 

limited to governments, but also extends to non-state actors.
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Complexity of issues
• Internet issues can cross geographic, sectorial, and technological 

boundaries. Stakeholders require a wide range of skills and 
knowledge to be able to participate in debates.
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Guiding 
Principles

Open, inclusive, 
and transparent 

participation

Consensus-based 
decision-making

Collective 
stewardship and 
empowerment

Pragmatic and 
evidence-based 

approaches

Voluntarism

Permissionless
innovation

Guiding Principles



The Internet Society provides grants and awards to initiatives 
and outreach efforts that address the humanitarian, 
educational, and societal contexts of online connectivity.

Grants and Awards
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Grants

Beyond the Net Funding Programme gives 
Internet Society members the opportunity to 
contribute at a local or regional level.

ICT Innovation Programmes are designed to 
promote the development of innovative 
approaches to Internet and communications 
challenges in developing countries.

Individual Fellowships blend coursework, 
practical experience and mentorship to help 
prepare young professionals to become the 
next generation of Internet technology, policy, 
and business leaders.
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Awards

The Jonathan B. Postel Service Award is presented 
each year to an individual or organization that has made 
outstanding contributions in service to the data 
communications community.

Applied Networking Research Prize (ANRP) is 
awarded for recent results in applied networking 
research that directly improves products and services, 
and advances related Internet standards. 

Internet Hall of Fame celebrates the individuals whose 
extraordinary contributions have made the Internet, its 
worldwide availability and use, and its transformative 
nature possible. 

18Postel award recipient Mahabir Pun , Founder , 
Nepal Wireless Networking Project

`18



Join us to keep the Internet open, thriving 
and benefitting people around the globe. 

The Internet is for Everyone

April 2017



Visit us at
www.internetsociety.org
Follow us
@internetsociety

Galerie Jean-Malbuisson 15, 
CH-1204 Geneva, 
Switzerland.
+41 22 807 1444

1775 Wiehle Avenue, 
Suite 201, Reston, VA 
20190-5108 USA. 
+1 703 439 2120

Thank you.


