Terms of Reference of I TU-T Focus Group on Future Networks

1. Scope

The Focus Group, established in accordance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7, by collaborating
with worldwide future network (FN) communities (e.g., research institutes, forums, academia and
etc), amsto

e collect and identify visions of future networks, based on new technologies,
e assessthe interactions between future networks and new services,

e familiarize ITU-T and standardization communities with emerging attributes of future networks,
and;

e encourage collaboration between ITU-T and FN communities.

2. Rationale

According to the decision by WTSA-08 at Johannesburg, the title of SG13 in the new study period
(2009-2012) is “Future Networks including Mobile and NGN” reflecting the importance of “Future
Networks” agreed by WTSA-08. It means that the SG13 has aleading role to investigate the issue on
Future Networks in the new study period. In particular, a new Question on Future Networks has been
approved as Q.21/13.

Future Networks have become a part of global agenda through lots of research activities such as
IRTF (International), GENI/FIND (US), FP7/FIRE (EU), CNGI (China), AKARI/NwWGN (Japan),
FIF (Korea) as well as standardization works in 1SO/IEC JTC1/SC6. The academic community
expressed their strong interest in collaborating with the ITU-T on this subject during the last ITU-T
Kaeidoscope event in May 2008. However, it is understood all these activities are in their early
stage of investigation. Taking into consideration the importance of global connectivity and
interoperability between devices, networks, services and applications, global harmonization between
these different activities are extremely important and necessary to build up globally interoperable
future ICT infrastructures.

ITU-T SG13 envisions that the role of the Focus Group will involve interaction with these various
research activities, and familiarize ITU-T and standardization communities with emerging attributes
of future networks.

3. FG Objective

The objective of the Focus Group is to document results that would be helpful for developing
Recommendations for future networks. To achieve this objective the Focus Group will

e gather new ideas relevant to Future Networks and identify potential study areas on Future
Networks,

e describe visions of the Future Networks,
e identify atimeframe of Future Networks,
e identify potential impacts on standards development, and

e suggest future ITU-T study items and related actions.

4. Relationsin and outside ITU-T

The FG will work in close collaboration with all ITU-T Study Groups (e.g. through collocated
meetings, see section 10), for instance on the coordination of respective work programsin order to
avoid duplication and overlap of work, and on the coordination of tutorials and workshops.
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In particular, Q.21/13 will take arole of communication channel between the FG and other
Questions in SG 13 and other SGs.

The FG will also cooperate and coordinate its work with the other ITU sectors (ITU-R, ITU-D), and
with other relevant bodies outside ITU-T (Universities, Research ingtitutes, SDOs, Fora/Consortia,
regulators, policy-makers) in accordance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7.

5. Specific tasks and deliverables
¢ Review related research and standardization activities.

e Based on thisreview produce the following deliverables

Future network benefits
Future network vision
High-level description of Future Networks attributes
Vocabulary
Incremental terms required to address Future Networks

>VVYVYYVY

6. Conveners
Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be appointed by SG13.

7. Participation

In accordance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7 participation to this FG is open to ITU members
and other relevant bodies outside ITU (e.g., Universities, Research institutes, SDOs, Fora/Consortia,
policy-makers from a country that is amember of ITU) involved in Future Network activities
worldwide. A list of participants will be maintained for reference purposes and reported to SG 13.

8. Administrative support
The TSB Secretariat will provide TIES support and website capabilities from ITU-T headquarters,
any other support should be provided in accordance with clause 5 of ITU-T Recommendation A.7.
0. General financing of the FG
Asmentioned in clauses 4 and 10.2 of ITU-T Recommendation A.7. the Focus Group will be self-
funded by its members.
10. M eetings
The FG should use remote collaboration tools (for instance, by establishing a‘wiki’) to the
maximum extent, and collocation with existing meetings (e.g. SGs and research activities).
11. Milestones and duration of the FG
The focus group lifetime is one year from the 1% meeting to the summer 2010.
The following milestones are proposed:

e Establishment of the Focus Group at the SG13 meeting (January 2009)

e Holding of the first Focus Group meeting (end of June or July 2009)

e Production of the Deliverables asidentified in Clause 5 (summer 2010)

12. Parent Group
ITU-T SG 13.
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