	
	



Workshop no. 137: 
“Mainstreaming the disability perspective for an inclusive society” 
organized by the Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disability 
28 September 2011, UNON Headquarters, Nairobi, Kenya 

The workshop was organized as an activity of the Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disability (DCAD). ITU is one of the founder Members of the DCAD and the aim of the DCAD is to facilitate interaction between relevant bodies, ensuring that in the Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) accessibility is included in the key debates around Internet Governance. This would allow to build a future where all sectors of the global community have equal access to the Information Society. 
The event was held on 28 September 2011 in Nairobi, Kenya, in the premises of the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON). Workshop 137 - as well as Workshop 136 - was a feeder workshop to the Main session on Access and Diversity, which took place on 29 September 2011. 

The panelists presented ongoing projects which are taking place in different parts of the world, including Argentina, Netherlands, India, Mali and USA. The role of the United Nations and the crucial role of cloud computing environment in ICTs were also presented in the panel. 
The experts presented as following:

Gerry Ellis, Feel The BenefIT, Ireland
"Cloud Computing - silver lining or impending storm for people with disabilities?" 

Peter Major, DCAD, Switzerland
“Implementation of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability: the Role of the UN and other international organizations”
Jorge Plano, ISOC, Argentina
“Update on Web Accessibility Regulations”
Arnoud van Wijk, Real-Time Text Taskforce, The Netherlands
“The role of the Real-Time Text Taskforce Foundation” 

Abdoulaye Dembele, Sotelma, Mali
“Presentation of the Accessible Cybercafé in Bamako, Mali” 

Arun Mehta, Bidirectional Access Promotion Society, India
“ICTs for those with multiple or cognitive disabilities”

Cynthia Waddell, International Centre for Disability Resources on the Internet (ICDRI), USA, “Update: UNCRPD & U.S. 21st Century Communications & Video Accessibility Act”

The workshop was moderated by Ms Cynthia Waddell, ICDRI. 
The workshop discussions highlighted different aspects of the current mainstreaming the disability perspective in order to achieve an inclusive society. The workshop analyzed the current situation with regard to implementation of accessibility in different areas, like cloud computing and countries.

An update of the USA country reports filed with the UN Secretariat regarding compliance with specific Internet provisions under the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was given by the moderator, Ms. Cynthia Waddell. Mr Gerry Ellis presented the impact, the challenges and the opportunities that cloud computing does to ICTs. The presentation highlighted the need to ensure that the needs of people with disabilities and other disadvantaged people are included in the development of cloud computing. During the workshop, Prof. Arun Mehta proposed to launch an initiative that could produce free software that allows the deaf-blind to send and receive information using a smart phone. 

The DCAD workshop was attended by 30 participants from IGF, including experts and members of the Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disability. Remote participation was provided by the IGF secretariat using different tools like webex. Real time captioning was also provided to the participants. Among the most active remote participants, the DCAD coordinator Andrea Saks participated to the workshop from Europe , and the DCAD secretariat and ITU-T Accessibility Coordinator Mrs Alexandra Gaspari participated from the USA.
The findings of this workshop panel were reported to the IGF main session on Access and Diversity, which took place on 29 September 2011. 

All the presentations of the workshop can be found on the DCAD website at:http://www.itu.int/themes/accessibility/dc/workshops/201109/137/index.html
The DCAD meeting report as well as all the activities that were organized during the IGF event at can be found on the DCAD website at: http://www.itu.int/themes/accessibility/dc/index.html 
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