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The 19th APT Standardization Program Forum (ASTAP-19) held in 24-26 October 2011, in Manila, Philippines, discussed and considered proposal for modification of ITU-T Recommendation A.7. 

The Forum decided to pursue it through the APT Preparatory Group for WTSA as an APT Common Proposal to the WTSA-12. Given that ITU-T Recommendation A.7 will be discussed in the forthcoming TSAG Meeting in January 2012, the decision of the ASTAP-19 on the proposed modification to ITU-T Recommendation A.7 is submitted as a Liaison Statement for consideration of the TSAG.

Toshiyuki Yamada

Secretary General

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity

Proposal on modification of ITU-T Recommendation A.7

1.Introduction 
In order to timely develop ITU-T Recommendations in the area of emerging technologies and services, Focus Group can work as an important framework for collecting useful and advanced materials from non-ITU-T members. 
Strengthening Focus Group activities is thought to be crucially important for ITU-T in order to keep up with rapidly changing technologies and retain/foster the standard development capacity. ITU-T holds a prominent position as the unique global standardization body in telecommunications and ICTs sector where industries and government could work together. Increased standardization activities in ITU-T is beneficial for APT members, particularly for developing countries, as every country has equal access to the standardization activities in ITU-T and it enable all the countries in the world to develop and use of interoperable, non-discriminatory and demand-driven international standards. Focus Group is open for any entities, and any SDOs member as well as ITU-T member attend its meeting and discuss on standardization for emerging technologies and services. As an output of the meeting, ITU- T can receive a standardization gap between the current Recommendation and the expected Recommendation, and some material for developing new ITU-T Recommendation.
The working method and procedure of Focus Group is described in Recommendation A.7. However, an original A.7 had been published before 2000. So, we should consider to update A.7 in order to maximize the merits for ITU-T and to reflect the current activities of Focus Group, 
This document reviews some areas of A.7 and to propose to modify them.

2. Review of some areas of A.7

In the last TSAG meeting, TSB proposed to modify A.7 by TD192. The result of discussion is described in TD 246 “Report of ad hoc group on Working Methods (including electronic working methods)”.  As in shown in ANNEX-1, the identified areas of concern at the meeting are Financing, Nomination of chairman/vice-chairman, Review by all Study Group and TSAG chairman, Clarification the content of deliverables and so forth. In addition to these, the scope of Focus Group is also important.

We would like to review and discuss these five areas; Scope, Financing, Nomination of Chairman, Review by all Study Group and TSAG chairman, and Deliverable. ANNEX-2 shows the comparison in the five areas between an existing A.7 and a revised A.7 proposed by TD192.

2.1 Scope
The existing A.7 describes “The objective of focus groups is to help advance the work of the ITU Telecommunication”.  However, we would believe the main role of Focus Group is to analyze the standardization gap between existing recommendations and expected new ones, and to provide the related SG with materials to be used for development of Recommendations. So, we would like to propose the following as a modified scope. 
“The objective of focus group is to help advance the work of the ITU Telecommunication, including an analysis result of gap between the current Recommendation and the expected Recommendation and a provision of materials for development of  new recommendations.”

2.2 Financing
The existing A.7 describes “financing of meetings and their preparation be accomplished by volunteer hosting”. 
At the last TSAG, TSB proposed “The Chairman of the parent study group/TSAG should identify the need for support in association with the focus group and liaise with the Director on how best to meet the need. ITU-T resources may be used at the discretion of the TSB Director”.  
Through exchanging emerging technologies and discussing with other SDOs, Focus Group must give an outstanding merit to ITU-T standardization activities on new Recommendation.  Considering the importance of strengthening Focus Group activities and in order to maximize the merit, we would believe that the administrative human support from TSB is, at least, necessary for creating useful deliverables and their smooth transfer to each SGs related.  In addition, TSB　may provide　financial　support　to　FG　to　provide　facilities　for　disabled　people,　such as means for sign language translation and real-time captioning, and sponsorship to the disabled individuals for their travels and accommodations. So we would like to propose the text as shown in clause 3.3 which supports TSB’s proposal in principle.

2.3 Nomination of Chairman
The existing A.7 describes” A chairman and vice-chairman are initially appointed by the parent group”. As the role of chairman is very important, we would like to propose to follow the spirit of “Section-3 (management) of Resolution-1” as shown in ANNEX-3.  A typical clause of Section-3 is ;
“3.2 Appointment of chairmen and vice-chairmen shall be primarily based upon demonstrated competence both in technical content of the study group concerned and in the management skills required.” 
So we would like to propose to add this sentence into the clause 3.2 of leadership in A.7.　

2.4 Review by all Study Group and TSAG chairmen
In clause 2.1.2.2 of A.7, the review by all Study Group and TSAG chairmen for focus groups created between meetings is described below.
“The chairman of TSAG will organize a review of the proposal with the vice-chairmen and working party chairmen of TSAG and chairmen of all potentially impacted study groups.”
It is not clear who can judge “potentially impacted” or not. So, we would like to propose to delete the word “potentially impacted”.
2.5 Deliverable.
The existing A.7 describes ”Deliverables can be in the form of technical specifications, reports, etc and are expected to form input to the work of the parent study group. ” This sentence has been never changed since 2000. The final objective of focus group is to deliver the materials to be used for identifying new area of Recommendation and for developing    Recommendations, such as analyzing Standardizing Gap, base documents for development of recommendation. So we would like to propose the following.
・Deliverables can be in the form of technical specifications and reports on analysis results of standardizing gap in the subject areas , base documents for development of recommendations, etc.  Deliverables  are expected to form input to the advanced work of the parent study group.

3. Proposal

According to the discussion in chapter 2 above, we would like to propose to modify the existing A.7 as follows.

3.1 Scope (Clause 1 of A.7)
We would like to add the underlined sentence.
“The objective of focus group is to help advance the work of the ITU Telecommunication, including an analysis of gap between the current Recommendation and the expected Recommendation and a provision of materials for development of recommendations.”

3.2 Nomination of Chairman (Clause 2.3 of A.7)
We would like to add the underlined sentence.
“Appointment of chairmen and vice-chairmen shall be primarily based upon demonstrated competence both in technical content of the study group concerned and in the management skills required.”

3.3 Financing (Clause 4 of A.7)
We would like to propose  the following amendment on the TSB’s proposal on ITU-T resource as shown in TD192/TSAG.“The Chairman of the parent study group/TSAG should identify the need for support in association with the focus group and liaise with the Director on how best to meet the need. ITU-T resources may be used at the discretion of the TSB Director, in consultation with the chairman of Study Group/TSAG and Focus Group, in particular to facilitate the participation of person with disabilities”

3.4 Review by all Study Group and TSAG chairmen (Clause 2 of A.7)
We would like to delete the word “potentially impacted” from the clause 2.1.2.2. 
3.5 Deliverables (Clause 10 of A.7)
We would like to add the underlined sentence.
Deliverables can be in the form of technical specifications and reports on analysis results of standardizing gap in the subject areas, base documents for development of recommendations, etc.  Deliverables are expected to form input to the advanced work of the parent study group. 
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