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Report of accessibility-related standardisation activities to JCA-AHF (compiled by Kate Grant)
1. Report of JTC1 SWG-A meeting (Paris, September 2011)

1.1
Intention to transition existing TRs into new “information publications” and two specific processes defined:
Process type 1 to be used for Evolution of inventory 
Applicable to: 

a. Collecting, presenting, cataloging, classifying and providing references to existing information

b. (e.g., specifications and standards, such as the existing Standards Inventory)

Procedures for development of Process Type 1 Documents:

a. Decision to initiate and identification of interested parties

b. Drafting within the SWG

c. Submission for review by the SWG members and other interested parties, for corrections and/or additions

d. Potential redrafting and re-review until the SWG decides that the document is mature

e. Recommendation by the SWG that JTC 1 Secretariat request ISO/IEC publication of document and establishment of a maintenance cycle target date

f. Publication by ISO/IEC based on the SWG recommendation

g. Initiation of maintenance cycle no later than the target date identified (in step e.)

Process type 2 to be used for Evolution of User Needs summary and mapping 

Process Type 2

Applicable to: 

a. providing information, background and context to a topic area 

b. (e.g., such as the existing User Needs Summary or Guidance on User Needs Mapping)

Procedures for development of Process Type 2 Documents:

a. Decision to initiate and identification of interested parties

b. Drafting within the SWG

c. Initiation by the SWG of a review cycle, including a call to the existing SWG members and other interested parties

d. Potential redrafting and re-review until the SWG decides that the document is mature

e. Initiation by the SWG of a final review call to the existing SWG members and other interested parties and establishment of a maintenance cycle target date
f. Recommendation by the SWG that JTC 1 approve publication of the document

g. Decision by JTC 1 on approval

h. Publication by ISO/IEC based on JTC 1 decision

i. Initiation of maintenance cycle no later than the target date identified (in step e.)
Note: This was endorsed at the JTC1 plenary held in San Diego November 7th-12th but processes are identified as Type A and Type B see JTC 1 Resolution 23
1.2
Revised terms of reference proposed for consideration at the November 2011 JTC 1 Plenary:

The JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility will: 

1. Determine an approach, and implement, the gathering of accessibility-related information, being mindful of the varied and unique opportunities including direct participation of user organizations, workshops, and liaisons 

2. Maintain and disseminate up-to-date information of all known accessibility-related standards efforts, i.e. the standards inventory

3. Maintain and disseminate up-to-date information on accessibility-related user needs, i.e. the user needs summary 

4. Through wide dissemination of the SWG materials, encourage the use of globally relevant voluntary accessibility-related standards 

5. Together with PAS mentors, advise consortia/fora, if requested, in their submission of accessibility-related standards/specifications to the formal standards process.

6. Provide support when JTC 1 needs assistance related to Accessibility (such as duties for WSC Accessibility Strategic Advisory Group and input on accessible ISO web content)
Note: The revised ToR were endorsed at the JTC1 plenary held in San Diego November 7th-12th  see JTC 1 Resolution 24
1.3
Other recommendations to note:

Recommendation 11 - Request for Additional User Needs Especially within New Categories

The JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility will issue a request for contributions identifying potential additional user needs.  This request will include:

"The SWG-A is in the process of identifying potential additional user needs for accessibility, with particular emphasis on the following areas:  

· tactile perception and action

· visual actions

· auditory actions

· multimedia perception and action

· synchronization 

· understanding information

· understanding information space

· managing workload
Ad Hoc 14 will review any contributions received by 29 February 2012 and provide a report for the next SWG on Accessibility meeting
Recommendation 12 - Request for Additional User Needs Especially within Application Areas

The JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility will issue a request for contributions identifying potential additional user needs.  This request will include:

"The SWG-A is in the process of identifying potential additional user needs for accessibility.   We are asking if within other application areas there are accessibility user needs that are not fully identified today, with particular emphasis on the following application areas:

· immersive technologies

· 3D technologies

· emerging technologies

· converging technologies"

Ad Hoc 14 will review any contributions received by 29 February 2012 and provide a report for the next SWG on Accessibility meeting.
Recommendation 13 - Evolution of the User Needs Summary

The JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility requests that Dr. Jim Carter provide, by 20 November 2011, a draft document presenting a potential restructuring of the user needs summary taking into account the discussion during the Ad Hoc 15 meeting in Paris. 

The SWG on Accessibility encourages all members and interested parties to provide comments and suggestions not later than 28 February 2012.
1.4

Dates

· Next physical meeting of JTC 1 SWG-A is Lexington 16-19 April 2012
2. Report of IEC TC100 meeting (Melbourne, October 2011)
2.1
AGS meeting received a report on Ambient Assisted Living from Ulrike Haltrich
Demographic change in Germany, 1.54 million cared for by relatives or nursing service and 0.71 million in nursing homes, ie 2.25 million in need of care

Changed lifestyle and longer life span leads to aged with multiple and chronic diseases and at the same time the decrease of human resources for care leads to need for development AAL (including aspects such as Smart home, Smart grid, Energy efficiency). German roadmap for AAL is finalised (available in English in January)
IEC SMB has established a Study Group on AAL and scope to be defined and objectives, they intend to engage fora and consortia and not write standards and cover AAL methods, concepts,  products and services supporting the elderly and handicapped in their daily lives (see AC/37/2011, downloadable from www.iec.ch)
TC 100/AGS agreed to establish SG 5 Task Group under AGS to address SMB/SG 5,

Ambient Assisted Living (AAL), lead by Ms. Ulrike Haltrich.
2.2
AGM meeting received a report on JTC 1 SWG-A meeting in Paris from Kate Grant

Mostly covered under 1 above (report of SWG-A meeting)
TC 100 may need to feed in relevant work to inventory of standards relating to accessiblity (under revision)

As the new User Needs Summary is developed (SWG-A Resolution13 above) there may be a requirement for TC 100 to revise the TR to reflect the new structure of the user needs summary and reflect the newly identified user needs including perception and action relating to:
· tactile perception and action

· visual actions

· auditory actions

· multimedia perception and action

· synchronization 

· understanding information

· understanding information space
· managing workload
2.3  
Projects under TC100: PT62731 TTS functionality for television 

Text-to-Speech Functionality for Television - General requirements (NP 100/1800, CD 100/1861)

The Project team had a meeting review comments on the CD and action where required. A revised version of the CD taking into account the comments will be issued to the project team shortly. Based on the feedback of the project team on the revised CD, a recommendation will be made for the status of the next step document being either a CD or CDV, and this will be finalized by 30 November 2011.
2.4  
Liaison report from ITU-T FG-AVA and response from TC100 to ITU
TC100 plenary resolution 32:

TC 100 accepted the liaison report on ITU-T FG AVA provided by Ms. Ulrike Haltrich in

100(Melbourne/Haltrich)07 and its related documents and it was agreed to request Ms.

Haltrich to prepare liaison back letter in consultation with Dr. Grant and Mrs. Baronas
Liaison to ITU raises the issue that hearing aid makers are introducing wireless systems using different frequencies in different international areas; this is clearly very difficult for users who may not be able to use their hearing aid in all the countries and venues they visit. It includes a request for ITU to allocate a frequency band "worldwide" and develop an international recommendation for wireless communication with hearing aids

3. SWG-A AHG 16 establishment

Recommendation 4 - Establishment of JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility Ad Hoc 16 on Guidance for Accessible Production of Documents in Accessible Formats

The JTC 1 SWG on Accessibility establishes Ad Hoc 16 on Guidance for Accessible Production of Documents in Accessible Formats, in response to SWG-D Recommendation 6 and the request from SC 29/WG 1:

Recommendation 6:

The SWG-Directives requests SWG-Accessibility work with ISO TC 171 and ITU-T and

provide input on the accessible format noted in line 75 of the SD 12 on Electronic

Document Preparation, Distribution and Archiving (JTC 1 N 10575) to the February

2012 meeting of the SWG-Directives in Japan.

Ad Hoc 16 will identify sources of guidance on accessible production of documents in accessible formats and produce a report on its findings to the next meeting of the SWG on Accessibility.  This may involve producing a taxonomy of guidance on accessibility for document and graphic formats (and may expand to other formats, e.g., e-books).

Noting the 3 January 2012 deadline for the February 2012 meeting of the SWG-Directives, Ad Hoc 16 will:

· Request specific references and context of use of the incomplete references in SD 12, e.g., doc, docx, odt, pdf, html

· Work with ISO TC 171 and ITU-T to provide input as request by 3 January 2012

Ad Hoc 16 will research and respond to the JTC 1/SC 29/WG 1 request for clarification on lines 153 to 155 of SD 12 (N10575):  “SVG and PNG should be preferred over JPEG and GIF”.

Ad Hoc 16 Leader:  Dr. Kate Grant (UK).  Initial participants:  Ms. Andi Snow-Weaver (US), Dr. Chris Francis (UK), Ms. Josée Auber (France), Mr. Shadi Abou-Zahra (W3C/WAI), Ms. Janina Sajka (Linux Foundation), Mr. Andy Heath (UK), Mr. Toshihiro Suzuki (Japan) and Mr. Alex Li (SWG-A Convenor).  A call for additional participants on Ad Hoc 16 will be issued.

unanimous consent

The first Webex supported teleconference will be on December 5th at 21.00 UTC, if JCA want to nominate experts please inform the chair (Kate Grant) contact details available from Alexandra Gaspari.
4. Actions for ITU JCA-AHF

1) consider responding to request from SWG-A for additional user needs relating to accessibility especially in new categories and specific application areas
2) consider responding to request re updating the inventory of standards relating to accessibility .

3) consider interaction with IEC SMB SG AAL or TC 100 AGS SG on AAL

(note: I am a nominated UK expert to the IEC SMB group and will be part of the AGS activity also)

4) consider TC100 LS re hearing aid manufacturers, can JCA help?

5) Consider participating in SWG-A AHG 16, the work will not be finished by 3rd January, but there will be some ongoing actions.
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