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The 15th Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Beijing, August 30 – September 2, 2010)

Recognizing:

a) continental electric grids, global telephone systems, and the Internet all facilitated economic growth by expanding access to customers and resources in a way that led to demand for new products and services;
b) Cloud Computing also has the potential to fuel a virtuous cycle of technological and economic growth – new services spur global demand for cloud access, which in turn leads to innovative products to enhance cloud performance;
c) the cloud’s global nature holds the promise of new entrants from all parts of the world fueling economic opportunity on a global level; and
d) Cloud Computing will build on existing network components and functionality, e.g. security, privacy.
Considering:
a) electric grids, phone systems and the Internet have some common characteristics that contributed to their success:

· Each promoted greater inclusion by expanding access to markets and resources

· Each established appropriate industry standards for connectivity and use 
· Each gained greater value when privately developed systems were linked

· Each provided a venue that people grew to trust for facilitating commerce

· Each provided greater opportunities for competition among market participants;
b) these same characteristics will be important in ensuring that Cloud Computing realizes its full potential as an efficient vehicle for conducting global commerce;
c) strong interoperability to facilitate communication between new and existing cloud services and infrastructure requires well defined identity and authorization technologies to securely span across cloud providers;

d) Cloud Computing must become a trusted foundation for new development, with transparency on security, privacy, and management policies within the cloud, including how data is protected;
e) Cloud Computing solutions must respect the fact that cloud users own the data that they create and maintain in the cloud and must support the ability of users to extract such data; and
f) that many GSC Members and other organizations have work efforts underway to address Cloud Computing standardization, including:

i. the creation of a Cloud Computing Focus Group in the ITU-T which had its first meeting June 14-16 and has begun to prioritize standards needed to promote and facilitate telecommunication support for Cloud Computing.
ii. the creation of a Cloud Computing Landscape Team in ATIS which had its first meeting June 15 and has begun identifying usage scenarios and identifying challenges, issues and standardization requirements to support Cloud Computing.
iii. ISO/IEC JTC 1 SC38, which includes a Study Group on Cloud Computing, which met for the first time May 12-14 and has begun to gather Cloud Computing standardization requirements.

Resolves:

1) international standards can play a significant role in facilitating the success of Cloud Computing as a vehicle for global economic growth by establishing standards setting agendas directed at satisfying the following principles: (note that these principles are not unique to Cloud Computing and, in many cases, are already being at least partially addressed by other standards work)
i. Global Inclusion: Standards must respect and provide for the varying present and future needs of an internationally diverse population of cloud technology providers and users that span across many technology and business sectors, so that long term participation and growth in the cloud economy occurs on a global scale.
ii. Preserve Interoperability:  Standards setting activities must provide for continued use of existing proven standards and interoperability scenarios, where practical, so that resources can be focused on building innovative solutions to challenges presented by emerging Cloud Computing use cases.
iii. Security and Privacy: Standards and recommended conformance frameworks for cloud technologies must enable platforms and services to provide for the level of trust necessary to ensure broad scale adoption, focusing especially on delivering transparency to cloud users in the areas of security and privacy.
iv. Data:  Standards and recommended conformance frameworks for cloud technologies must be cognizant of the fact that cloud users generally have rights related to the data that they create and maintain in the cloud, and provide for cloud platforms and services to enable users to extract such data.  
Invites:

1) the GSC Members to collaborate amongst themselves and with other international organizations such as ISO/IEC JTC 1 SC38 to advance standardization in the important subject of Cloud Computing. 
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