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1
PURPOSE
The purpose of this contribution is to address the misunderstanding that might occur as a result of using the phrase New and Novel Topics.  ISACC proposes to adopt the phrase New and Novel Contributions instead.

2
REFERENCES

GSC-14 HoD Conf Call #3 Summary Record, April 14, 2009

3
CONTENT
The GSC HoDs have agreed a new agenda item for GSC-14 called New and Novel Topics.  Abstracts have been solicited and were reviewed by the HoDs on June 10.  Six abstracts were accepted for agenda item 7 in the Opening Plenary session.
 In ISACC’s opinion, the idea behind the New and Novel component of the GSC agenda is to allow contributions on subjects that are not HIS.  The purpose of the New and Novel agenda item is not to introduce entire new subject areas.  HIS is a convenient way of categorizing contributions based on their topical theme.  New and Novel is a new category of contributions that do not fall into any of the HIS categories.  The ISACC understanding therefore is that the New and Novel abstracts that are to be reviewed by the HoDs prior to each GSC are abstracts of specific contributions.  For GSC-14, the HoDs on June 10 agreed contributions based on the abstracts submitted, and did not approve new topic categories.  Thus in ISACC’s view there is no such thing as an approved New and Novel Topic, only approved New and Novel Contributions.

To elaborate with an example, if ISACC submits an abstract for XYZ to a future GSC, it is understood to mean that we are asking approval to submit a contribution on XYZ in line with the abstract.  If the ISACC abstract on XYZ is accepted, then the full contribution is due later.  If another Member wants to submit an XYZ contribution, they need to submit their own abstract to the HoDs for approval.  Approval of the ISACC abstract does not approve any and all XYZ contributions, only the ISACC contribution described in the abstract submitted.
4
SUMMARY
To prevent further misunderstanding, ISACC proposes to adopt the phrase New and Novel Contributions in all future references to this component of the GSC.  Further, as and when the GSC Admin documents record the New and Novel concept, the contribution-based principles described in this contribution be adopted.
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