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	RESOLUTION GSC-12/08: (GRSC) Public Protection and Disaster Relief (Revised)


The 12th Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Kobe, 2007)

Recognizing:

a) that it is important for Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs), authorities and/or organizations providing public protection and disaster relief (PPDR) (e.g., safety and emergency services) in countries across the world to continue to collaborate in the development of technical standards, and to share information on emerging technologies and services;
b) that, while voice communications will remain a critical component of PPDR operations, new data and video services will also play a key role and are expected to be of benefit in a wide range of circumstances from stationary to moving at very high rates of speeds and various environments such as underground parking facilities;
c) that future requirements for PPDR will include the need for wideband applications (e.g., wireless transmission of large blocks of data and video) and/or broadband applications (e.g., high-speed data, high quality digital real time video and multimedia) with channel bandwidths dependent on the use of spectrally efficient technologies;
d) that public safety and emergency agencies and organizations have a set of requirements including interoperability, security and the need for cost-effective equipment and services;
e) that interoperability requirements may vary depending on the operational scenario the public safety and/or emergency agency is responding to;

f) that equipment using common standards will facilitate interoperability among public safety and emergency agencies and organizations in their day-to-day and task-force activities as well as during large unplanned events and disaster relief operations or special events activities;
g) that equipment using common standards will also provide public safety and emergency agencies and organizations with economies of scale; and
h) software-defined radio (SDR) and cognitive functions could facilitate interoperability among public-safety agencies by adapting to changing communications protocols and frequency bands.
Noting:

a) that PSOs and other standards bodies are studying various aspects of PPDR including spectrum, technology, interoperability and application issues; 
b) that activities are being undertaken at the international and regional levels within ITU and other relevant organizations to establish internationally agreed means for the operation of systems for public protection and disaster relief on a harmonized and coordinated basis, including the effective coordination work of the Partnership Coordination Panel for Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Mitigation, involving the ITU, SDOs, intergovernmental agencies and relief organizations1; 
c) that significant activity in relation to wideband and broadband standards for PPDR communications is currently being undertaken in a range of national, regional and international Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) and partnership projects (e.g., Project MESA); and
d) that PSOs and other organizations (e.g., ITU-R, SDR Forum) are studying the application and implications of SDR, cognitive functions, and advanced location-based services (e.g., assisted indoor localization) on various systems including PPDR.

Considering:

a) that ITU Resolution 646 (WRC-03) identifies frequency bands which may facilitate a high level of harmonized use for PPDR applications (See resolves 2, Resolution 646 (WRC-03)); and
b) that the ITU-T established in 2005 an Action Plan for Standardization on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning (TDR/EW).

Resolves:

1) to encourage ongoing cooperation and collaboration among national, regional and international activities that relate to PPDR;
2) to encourage PSOs to contribute to the ITU-T PCP-TDR in support of the Action Plan for global standards on TDR/EW;
3) to encourage PSOs to develop standards for new wireless, fixed and mobile digital wideband (voice and data) and broadband (voice, data, high quality video, multimedia) communications for PPDR and to support ITU-R activities towards global harmonized solutions, including providing input to ITU-R in the identification of spectrum options that are appropriate for PPDR use of the new technologies; 

4) to encourage PSOs to develop standards that support integrated narrowband, wideband and broadband platforms and systems, such as the wireless simultaneous transmission system being developed in the Asia-Pacific Region, to allow reliable voice communications as well as high-speed data applications;
5) to encourage the development of radio equipment that responds to the interoperability requirements of public safety and emergency agencies during their different operational scenarios; and
6) to encourage the consideration of incorporating SDR and cognitive functions in PPDR radio equipment to improve interoperability.




1 See �  � PRIVATE HREF="http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/special-projects/pcptdr/"� MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/special-projects/pcptdr/�.









