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1 Introduction
Following discussions regarding ITU-T SG restructuring during WTSA-08, it was agreed that SG 9 and SG 16 will continue as independent SGs with the mandates to collocate their meetings to avoid the overlap of work and enhance the efficiency of their studies. This document provides guidelines for collaboration with SG 16. 
SG 9 and SG 16 met collocated for the first time during 2 – 6 February 2009. Joint collaboration effort was successful. Both groups agreed on the guidelines identified in this document.
2 WTSA-08 results
As the result of discussion in WTSA-08 for SG restructuring, it was agreed to maintain SG 9 as an isolated SG (not to be merged with SG 16). WTSA-08 also mandated SG 9 to have SG meetings collocated with SG 16 to avoid any overlap and enhance the efficiency of studies. The Questions assigned to SG 9 by WTSA-08 can be found in COM 9-C1.
3 Principle for collaboration

Through discussion with SG 16 management team members, the agreed principle of collaboration between the two SGs through collocated meetings should be:
· To avoid overlapping the studies of both SGs, and to enhance the work efficiency through the advantage of collocated meetings, experts could either attend discussions of relevant Questions of both SGs, or have a joint session of SGs/relevant Questions if necessary
· Each work item (development of Recommendation and other text) should be identified including which is its parent SG (to handle AAP and its future maintenance)
· The allocation of responsibility for work items, once agreed, can be reviewed if new facts warrant so (e.g. change in the scope of the text, etc)
· Each SG should use the normal ITU-T working methods, and the numbering scheme of documents should be kept as simple as possible for best efficiency
· Lists of documents of interest to both SGs will be prepared and distributed to the membership of both groups
· It is envisaged, through the discussion of relevant Rapporteurs and SG management members during these collocated meetings, to establish a procedure for identifying the distribution of new work (which SG to take lead), and also the procedure to revise the agreed distribution of work(s) if necessary
4 Collocated working schedule for SG meetings
For future SG meetings, it was agreed that the collocated meetings should start on the same day. SG 9 will have a one-week meeting and SG 16 will have a two-week meeting. It is expected that the two SGs will have a joint plenary session for collaboration early in the week, and have a wrapping-up joint session to review the results of collaborative work later in the week. Experts are encouraged to participate in joint sessions or Question discussions of other working parties and working groups. 

5 Areas of collaboration
Primary area of collaboration should be IPTV and HN studies. SG 16 and SG 9 management teams also agreed to explore additional areas, for example accessibility, media coding and service platform issues, to harmonize the work of both SGs.
6 Main contact for collaboration

SG 9 appointed Mr Satoshi Miyaji (KDDI, Japan; SG 9 vice-chairman), as the main contact for the SG 9/SG 16 collaboration activities. He will act as the focal point from SG 9 on these issues, and will also supervise the collaboration activities between the two SGs.
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