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SPEAKING POINTS
· We are getting close to reaching an important milestone in the development of methodologies to assess the environmental impact of ICT. The European Commission engaged in this process with the industry almost 2 years ago and it is good to see these developments converging now. It is good also to see that a wide range of ICT and international standardisation organizations representatives have gathered today to prepare for the last mile. The outcome of this process is largely in your hands.

· Let me explain what the Commission expects out of these methodologies: we want a robust measurement framework to capture energy consumption and GHG emissions of ICT. 
· First, this framework needs to be applicable to the ICT industry as a whole, that is it needs to cover the variety of business segments that are encompassed by ICT, ranging from chip manufacturing to complex systems like data centres, and from mass market products like smart phones and PCs to advanced services like search engines and content platforms. We acknowledge that ICT is a diverse industry, but the objective is clearly to define common principles.
· Secondly, we made it very clear since the beginning that it should cover the global supply chain. ICT businesses are operating globally with supplier and customers spread around the planet. But the capacity to deliver complex products integrating sometimes thousands of parts coming from all over the world has been one of the success drivers of the industry. It is the ICT industry that developed the tools to manage integrated business processes from suppliers to end-users. So the industry should be up to the challenge of collecting some environmental data along the way.
· Thirdly, we strongly believe in forging international consensus: given the global nature of your operations and given the global nature of climate change, it only makes sense to consider methodologies that can be applicable across your worldwide activities.
· Early this year, the Chairpersons of the main international standardisation groups working on the development of methodologies to assess the environmental impact of ICT made an agreement. They  agreed to have their respective working groups collaborating with each other in order to ensure coherence and compatibility of these methodologies. I must thank the ITU, the IEC and ETSI as well as the WBCSD/GeSI/Carbon Trust initiative to have followed their words with acts.  Documents have been shared documents and representatives dispatched to the other groups to explain the development status of their methodologies and the underlying key concepts. It is reassuring that such active cooperation has happened in the development phase.
· It is important to think of the longer term too: the key principles that you will set in the methodologies will need to accommodate future developments, be it product category rules, be it industry-wide lifecycle assessment methodologies, or be it the consideration of other environmental impacts than just energy and GHG. I am thinking in particular about raw material depletion and water here: there is a large opportunity for resource efficiency in the ICT sector.

· Forward compatibility is essential in this process, but it is also a two-way street: the ICT sector has an enormous capacity to influence other industries and policy makers on how coherent environmental foot-printing framework can be put in place.
· So what are the next steps? First this meeting. We really count on the presentations that you will hear today to get a practical grasp about what these methodologies are about, especially the one for which you were not involved in the development. By the end of the day, you should have a good idea of the main relevant methodologies, what they cover, what is their breadth and scope and a practical idea on how you could apply them in your business.
· Next is the piloting phase: we offer till the 16th of September for individual companies or consortia to apply to road-test these methodologies. Participation is not restricted to Europe; again it is a global exercise. The basic aim of these pilots is to test the compatibility of these different methodologies and to reassure practitioners that will apply them in their company that the key criteria I explained earlier have been met. Piloting can be either to test two methodologies on the same product, service or organization; or it can be to partner with suppliers and/or customers to test different methodologies across the value chain. Pilots would start in October, with the support of third-party consultancies paid by the Commission. These pilots should also facilitate the emergence of a framework, where each ICT sub-sector can identify which methodologies are best fit for their business.
· There is however a key pre-requisite for that, which is the availability of the methodologies. And I would like to remind you of an important milestone toward the end of the month, which is the ITU-T SG5 meeting in Seoul. We do count on the fact that the industry will reach consensus at this occasion on the methodology for ICT goods, networks and services and the methodology ICT in organizations. We urge all stakeholders to participate and send their contributions in a timely manner, as well as to encompass all the requirements mentioned previously in order to reach an agreement on an ambitious text.
· Let me provide a short perspective on the future: there will be more and more demand for longer sustainability of ICT. On one hand because of the economic outlook: the reduction in demand and the increase of raw material prices will imply that ultra-high replacement rates of ICT products and services will not be possible any more. 

· On the other hand because a demand for new type of products will emerge, and in particular for ICT as an enabling technology for the environment. If you put ICT-based building energy management systems or telecommunication equipments to support smart grids on the ground, they will need to be extremely reliable, as infrastructure investments in these areas need to last decades. 
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