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MINISTRY OF INFORMATICS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Second International Symposium for Telecommunication Regulators

10-11 February 2011

ITU-T Workshop/Seminar

8-9 February 2011

VENUE

The Second International Symposium for Telecommunication Regulators "Broadband and NGA for Social Development" and the ITU-T Workshop/Seminar will be held at the Palace of Conventions in Havana on 10 and 11 February and 8 and 9 February 2011, respectively. The ITU-T Workshop/Seminar will deal inter alia with standardization matters related to the world telecommunication standardization assembly, the ITU plenipotentiary conference, and review of the International Telecommunication Regulations.

GENERAL INFORMATION ON CUBA
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The Republic of Cuba is located at the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico in the Caribbean sea and is in fact an archipelago comprising the island of Cuba, the Isla de la Juventud (regarded as a special municipality) and 4 195 cayes and small islands making a total surface area of 110 860 square kilometres. The countries closest to it are Haiti, the United States, Jamaica and Mexico.

The weather in Cuba is always fine, as this welcoming and colourful land offers an ideal sunny tropical climate with an annual average temperature of 25 degrees Celsius. The average temperature (in the summer is 27 degrees Celsius and in the winter 21 degrees. The coolest months are December, January and February, the warmest are July and August.

Official name: Republic of Cuba

Capital: Havana, with a population of 2 200 000 inhabitants

Official language: Spanish

Surface area: 110 860 km2 (42 843 square miles)

Population: 11 200 000 inhabitants (population density: 101 inhabitants per square kilometre)

Ethnic composition: 60% of Spanish descent, 22% Mulatto and Mestizo, 11% of African descent and 1% of Chinese descent

National day: 1 January

National anthem: "Himno de Bayamo"(the Bayamo Song written by Perucho Figueredo)

Religion: 47% Catholics, 4% Protestants, 2% Santería and African cults (many Catholics also practice this)

Political regime: Socialist republic

Head of State and Government: Raúl Castro

GDP: USD 20 000 million

Per capita GDP: USD 1 786

Annual growth: 2.5%

Main industries: Sugar, minerals, tobacco, agriculture, medicine and tourism

Main commercial partners: countries of Western Europe, countries of Latin America, members of CARICOM, Russian Federation, China and other Asian countries. Currency: Cuban Peso (CUP) and Convertible Cuban Peso (CUC)

Political-administrative division: Cuba is divided into 15 provinces and a special municipality: the Isla de la Juventud (Isla de Pinos)

Climate: Humid subtropical, with two clearly defined seasons - the dry season (winter) from November to April, and the rainy season (summer) from May to October. The annual average temperature is 25º C, the average temperature in winter is 21º C, and in summer 27º C.

Currency and payments
Cuba's official currency is the Cuban Peso (CUP), divided into 100 centavos (cents). The Convertible Peso (CUP) is also in circulation in the country, is used in those entities and establishments operating in foreign currencies, and is the equivalent of 24 Cuban Pesos (CUP).

Forms of payment

Most payments for services in Cuba are made in Convertible Pesos (CUC). These are used in hotels, restaurants, bars, shops, taxis, car rentals, and other related services.

The purchase of Convertible Pesos (CUC) for United States dollars is subject to a 10% tax. All other currencies currently exchangeable in Cuba - the euro, Canadian dollar, Japanese yen, Mexican peso, pound sterling, Swiss franc and Danish, Norwegian and Swedish crown - are exchanged for Convertible Pesos with no tax, using the applicable exchange rate for the Convertible Peso.

Currency exchange services are available in airports, hotels, banks and currency exchange offices (CADECA).

Payments made using USD-based credit cards that are accepted in Cuba (Visa and MasterCard not issued by North American banks) are NOT subject to the 10% tax. Debit cards are not accepted.

In addition to VISA INTERNATIONAL and MASTERCARD, the following credit cards can also be used to make payments: ACCESS, BANCOMER INTERNATIONAL, BANAMEX, DINERS CLUB INTERNATIONAL, JCB and CARNET, and other cards issued in the country (BFI and RED cards). Cards issued by United States of America banks and their subsidiaries are not accepted.

Immigration regulations

All visitors must have a valid passport in their name and a visa issued by a Cuban embassy or consulate outside Cuba or a tourist card, unless they are nationals from countries with which Cuba has signed a visa exemption agreement.

ELECTRIC VOLTAGE
The electric voltage in Cuba is 100 volts/60 Hz.
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José Martí International Airport (HAV)

This airport is located in Havana, some 15 kilometres from the city centre.

Website: http://turismo.org/aeropuerto-jose-marti-la-habana-cuba/ 

José Martí International Airport departure tax

Upon departure from the airport in Havana, Cuba, all passengers have to pay a 25 CUC departure tax.

Car rental at José Martí International Airport

There are various car rental offices in the arrivals area of the terminals, including Cubanacar, Vía Rent A Car, Fenix, Rent a Car, Rex (limousines and luxury cars) and Transtour.

Taxis

If you made your reservation through the travel agency HAVANATUR or the Cuba travel agency Solways Cuba recommended by the organizing committee, your reservation will already cover your trips from and to the international airport upon arrival and departure, as well as various other services related to the event; if you did not, you may use the taxi service outside the airport terminal and hotels within the country.

If you require a taxi, you may contact the companies Cubataxi (855 5555) and Taxi OK (877 6666 and 877 5762), which are the most recommended.
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