TRANSPORTATION
· If you decide to take a taxi from the airport to your hotel, it may cost you about $100 to $120 for each way. You may consider sharing the taxi to save some money. It may be more economical to rent a car during your visit rather than using Taxi services. Majority of hotels in Maryland provide free parking for their guests.

· The rental car cost may vary from $380 to $650 per week depending on the car type and options. (See Avis, Hertz, National, Enterprise, and Budget car rental websites for more information and availability.

· Public transportations are available from the airports via combination of bus rides and metro rail, but I will not recommend it after a long international flight. You are better off getting a rental car or a Taxi. However, for the weekend tourist, the hotel shuttle, bus or a taxi can get you to the Shady Grove metro station (about 5 to 8 minutes car ride) which is most convenient way to get to downtown Washington DC, and completely avoid the hassle of finding a parking lot, or the high cost of parking. If you have a rental car, you can also park your car in the Shady Grove Metro station for a reasonable fee. see http://map.mapnetwork.com/destination/dc/
· If you would like to use the Metro system, then the following links could be helpful:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Metro
http://www.wmata.com/rider_tools/tripplanner/tripplanner_form_solo.cfm
http://www.nationalrealty.biz/map/metro.htm
http://map.mapnetwork.com/destination/dc/
· For international travelers, you must be in the airport 3 hours prior to your departure time to ensue sufficient time to clear through the airport security check points.

________________[image: image1.png]



