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	Report on the Regional ITU-T Consultation Meeting on 
Conformity Assessment and Interoperability Testing for the 
Americas region


Quito, Ecuador, 6 July 2010

Introduction

This consultation event was the first of a series of three organized to examine Conformity and Interoperability (C&I) issues in the regions. This was aimed at better focusing on the topics to be addressed for the implementation of ITU-T Resolution 76 and the programme endorsed by Council 2009.

The attendance represented overwhelmingly regulators and industry-organizations in the region and it was noted that only a few representatives from operating companies participated in the event.
The main issues discussed at the meeting are highlighted below showing two main positions: one from end users asking ITU to implement Resolution 76 and the programme endorsed by Council-09 to help developing countries in solving the problems caused by lack of conformity and interoperability and the other from some industries asking to adopt a step-by-step approach before implementing Resolution 76.

Meeting discussions
· Conformity and Interoperability according to international standards:  the participants agreed that C&I is the key issue for the deployment of networks and services to meet the QoS requirements of end users. Brazil already has labs that can perform interoperability tests and presented the already instituted 'ANATEL Mark, ID and Bar Code' programs. Industry organizations mainly described their method of working - without fully explaining as to how that related to the narrow focus of the Consultation event.

· Concerns of lack of conformity and interoperability:  Concerns of lack of conformity and interoperability and the negative image/economical / marketing / competitive impact on operators and end users were expressed.  Practical examples showcasing non-conformity and non-interoperability issues were presented. TSB (the ITU-T Secretariat) reported on contributions received by members on this subject as available on the related web site.

· Labs: Some presentations dealt with testing and facilities available in the region also showing the 'ANATEL Mark, ID and Bar Code' programs.
· MRA approach: CITEL presented the OAS approach to testing and the MRA/certification in particular. The participants recognized the validity of the Mutual Recognition Agreements/Arrangements as tools able to facilitate, among others, trade without the need to repeat testing, able to reduce the time-to-market thanks to established “certified” testing procedures. 
· ITU Conformity Database: TSB demonstrated the existence of conformity databases established by other Standards Developing Organizations (SDOs), but ATIS stated concerns about the database. ATIS’ representative highlighted how Resolutions 76 and 47 are good Resolutions, but that a step-by-step approach is necessary before the ITU conformity database is established and that it is necessary to find an agreement to address the respective concerns from end users and industry on this issue.
Conclusions
As mentioned above two positions resulted from the presentations and discussions of the final panel.
· Support to the ITU C&I Programme:

Regulators were supportive of ITU-T's C&I programme including the action lines endorsed by Council-09 and the ITU-T Conformance database. The Nicaraguan regulator was particularly supportive of the ITU and shared the opinions of other regulators.  He further stressed that  ITU-T should quickly implement the decisions of the WTSA-08 and of Council-09 and asked for the immediate availability of the conformity database as a tool enabling developing countries to increase the expectations of interoperability between same/different vendors.  

· Concerns for the ITU-T C&I Programme: ATIS did not question the need of conformity and interoperability to meet the requirements of the end users to ensure the best performance of the network services. However they plainly stated that CITEL's suggestions to ITU-T Plenipotentiary 2010 of a ‘step-by-step approach' is highly preferable. During the Closing Panel, Clovis Baptista (CITEL) supported ATIS’ view.

· C&I Portal: The ITU-T C&I program encourages the cooperation between SDOs, Forums and Consortia to databases similar to the one of ITU-T. Off line discussions also proposed the creation of an ITU-T C&I Portal for the interested stakeholders. This issue of the portal will be reported at the next consultation events.
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