Session 2:  Hot Topics in Standardization, Conformance Assessment and Interoperability Issues

Stuart DAVIES (Telecommunication Expert, APT) moderated Session 2.

On behalf of Patrick Masambu, David Ogong, (Director, Competition & Corporate Affairs, Uganda Communications Commission), presented views on the results of the Global Standards Symposium (GSS) held immediately before WTSA-08 in Johannesburg.  The GSS had shown the importance of Bridging the Standardization Gap for developing countries and the critical role that regulators can play in this regard.  Funding of standards work is often a problem, but it is vital to find solutions as standards are a key to involvement in the Internet economy.  Developing countries would greatly benefit from efforts to rationalize and streamline the standards landscape.

Paolo ROSA (Head, Workshop and Promotion, TSB) made a presentation on the WTSA Resolution 76 addressing Conformity assessment and interoperability issues, type approval laboratories and capacity building in developing countries. He showed the approach of the TSB based on the contributions provided by experts and other international organizations. The TSB Director has been instructed to present a report to the Council-09 about Resolution 76 showing studies on feasibility, conformity programme and legal and financial implications.

Saneh SAIWONG, (Acting Director, Telecom Standards, NTC, Thailand), spoke on the challenges of using Standards in Developing Countries.  He distinguished between mandatory and optional standards and noted their differing impacts. The use and applicator of standards presently suffers from too many entities and SDOs and some problem in interoperability and testing. As developing countries look to the ITU-T for standards, it should find solutions to duplication and inefficiency in standards work. There is a need to ensure interoperability between networks / systems to guarantee quality of service and human capacity building in a critical need for developing countries to participate more actively in standards work.
