There were three presentations on IP challenges in Africa. The first showed how Africa had introduced Internet connectivity, domain name spaces, used IP resources over time as an overview. It also presented the development of the African Internet technical institutions dating from 1998. The second showed further detail on allocation of IPv4 and IPv6 numbers, ASNs and other resources and in which countries. The third presentation addressed the transition from IPv4 to IPv6 and how Africa is doing. Discussions following the presentations recognized that there exists an active technical community and sought more collaboration with ITU. It concluded that there are resources for the Internet to grow unimpeded and that the Internet standards process is bottomup and multistakeholder oriented. The standards process is mature and has evolved Internet standards to make more and more IP resources available for growth. The apparent limits in IP numbers is resolved with transition from IPv4 to IPv6, ASN extended to larger numbers and number of roots has also evolved with anycast. So there are resources and institutions that ensure efficient allocations. The challenge is Africas uptake of these resources and will take cooperation and coordination at relevant forums. There is a good amout of information at www.afrinic.net, www.afnog.org and various lists including AfriCANN list african@afrinic.net
 

 

