REPORT ON MODERATION OF SESSION 3 OF ITU FORUM ON “IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS OF ITU-T WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION ASSEMBLY-08 (WTSA-08)” ACCRA, GHANA, 16-17 JUNE 2009

SESSION 3:

1.
The Chairman of the session Mr. Kwaku Ofosu-Adarkwa informed the meeting that the panelists were privileged to lead the discussions on: “Developing Countries: Ways to reduce the standardization gap”:

2.
He indicated that the esteemed members of the panel would be examining the impact of Resolution 44 and other related resolutions since WTSA 2008, Johannesburg in the area of standardization.

3.
The Chair was optimistic that by the end of the presentation discussants and participants alike would have built a better understanding on how the Africa region could put its act together as a team under the guidance of ITU to share standardization principles and initiatives adding that references to country specific initiatives will be worthwhile to be shared to encourage members strategize to face challenges which will require further attention of the various administrations and the ITU-T.

4.
Mr. Paolo Rosa in his presentation drew attention of the need for developing countries to meet their commitment to involve the academia and other sector members in research activities aimed at bridging the standardization gap.

5. 
He portrayed through statistical figures the huge gap between developing countries and developed countries in participation levels in ITU-T research activities and encouraged member states to take advantage of the TIES account to participate in discussions if even members are not able to travel to Geneva for “face to face” meetings. 

6.
Mr. Rosa further re-iterated the call for collaborative research as a means of reducing the standardization gap through the encouragement of national operators to actively get involved in discussions on standardization. More often than not discussions have been driven by the regulators but the meeting was of the opinion that it was time that industry operators were motivated to play a lead role in issues related to quality of service.
7. 
The meeting further enabled members to gain common understanding on the implementation of the decision to introduce ‘ITU mark” as essential in the quest to promote QoS.
8.
It was also agreed that there was the need for the ITU to help demystify ITU standards through the provision of handouts.

9.
On capacity building more and more on line studies in the study groups will be promoted even as attempts were made to increase ‘face to face” participation in the study groups in Geneva. 
10
The attention of the Administrations was drawn to the need to encourage more female engineers and other skilled experts to participate in the work of ITU-T.
11. 
The meeting tasked representatives of various Administrations to provide a short statement of specific problems in interoperability, standards and network issue for the consideration of the ITU so there could be discussions on suggested ways for collective resolution.

12.
The suggestion was also made that regional offices should collaborate much more with Administrations to educate the populace of issues related to the Migration from IPv4 to IPv6

13.
Touching on the topic of accessibility Mr. Isaac Boateng of the National Communications Authority of Ghana presented Ghana’s case on efforts being made to bring down the cost of broadband infrastructure, considered as still high. He added that a nationwide extension of fibre connectivity is being undertaken with the view to promote affordability to bring down the cost of broadband access. It emerged during discussion that sub-regional collaboration on linking connectivity between countries ought to be encouraged as part of the Connect Africa initiatives.  
14.
On the enabling environment in the respective Administrations, contributors from the floor were of the opinion a lot more education of existing legislations had to be done to benefit the general populace so they can appreciate issues about QoS and standardization.

15. 
Mr. Pascal Doua of La Cote D’Ivoire emphasized that the standardization skills gap can be bridged through:
· The practical application of the standards when reproduced in manuals.

· Demystifying what standardization is all about so it can become common to all countries.  
· Focused research and review of laws to become practical. 
16.
He advocated for the creation of special fund to benefit the research community and training as being tried for implementation in La Cote D’Ivoire. 
17.
The Ivorian case where local initiative to address QoS was being implemented through the formation of study groups on various specific areas was discussed as a model worth benchmarking as far as HR development is concerned. 

18.
Partnership with operators initiative in QoS initiatives was considered very encouraging.

19.
The meeting was grateful to the ITU for closing the gap in education though the organization of the session in Accra.
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