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1
Introduction

The “Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT)” and the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs (MSEA) - Egypt, are pleased to welcome participants to the Fifth ITU Symposium on “ICTs, The Environment and Climate Change”, which will take place in Cairo, Egypt, 2-3 November 2010.

This document provides some practical information on frequently asked questions about the symposium, including logistical details.
2
Symposium venue

Smart Village Conference Center 
B69, Smart Village Cairo, Km 28 Cairo Alexandria Desert Road, 6th of October 12577, Egypt. 
The event will take place at:  The Conference Center Auditorium
Tel: +202 -353-8-0014
Fax: +202-353-8-0012 
Link: www.smart-villages.com
3
Transportation to the venue

For foreign participants entering by plane, there is one major international airport: Cairo International Airport (Cairo, Egypt). Meet and assist facility will be available for the speakers only from airport to hotels and vice versa. For participants, we recommend taxis from the taxi company at the airport; the usual minimum charge is 100 to 120 EGP to any hotel from the recommended list. To hotels located down town, the usual minimum charge is approximately 35- 50 EGP. 
4   From the hotels to the venue

The symposium venue is located in the well known 6th of October City, at the heart of the Smart Village near the Pyramids of Giza (10 minutes by car), which makes other possible hotels relatively close by. Moreover, shuttle buses will be available to transport the attendees (speakers, and participants) from the recommended hotels to conference venue and vice versa(.  Schedule of buses leaving to and from hotels will be posted at the selected hotels by the host country. 
List of recommended hotels close to the venue
	HOTEL
	LINK

	Sheraton Dreams Hotel
	http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=1414
For reservation contact: shady.wahib@sheraton.com

	Hilton Pyramids Golf Resort
	http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/CAIPGHI-Hilton-Pyramids-Golf-Resort/index.do?WT.srch=1
For reservation contact: Hany.mohammed@hilton.com

	Mena House Hotel
	http://www.oberoihotels.com/oberoi_menahouse/index.asp
For reservation contact: Mohamed.Abdo@oberoihotels.com


5
Hotel Reservations

Hotel reservations should be made by participants directly with Hotel.  The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT) will be blocking a limited number of hotel rooms in the 3 hotels mentioned above for attendees. Reservations will be made on a first-come, first-served basis.  Please get in contact directly with the hotel (using the contact e-mails) indicating your participation at the Symposium on ICTs, The Environment, and Climate Change. The rooms will be available for reservation till the 1st of October, 2010 after that date, rooms will no longer be blocked.
6
Passports and Visas

A valid passport is required to enter to Egypt. The passport should be valid for at least three months after arrival date in Egypt. Carriers of EU, British and American passports can acquire the visa from Cairo Airport. 
7
Contact point

For any further information, please contact:

ictecc@mcit.gov.eg
8
Social events

Social event(s) may be announced during the symposium.  
9
Language

Arabic is the dominant language in Egypt. English is widely understood by educated classes and spoken in major hotels, other major organizations and tourist locations. The conference will be held in English with simultaneous translation into Arabic and vice versa.

9
Currency and Banking

Egyptian pounds and sometimes USD are accepted at stores and restaurants. Major foreign currencies may be exchanged to Egyptian pounds at hotels and foreign exchange banks in Cairo and at Cairo International Airport. Regular banking hours are 9 am – 5 pm, Sunday - Thursday.

10
Credit cards

Most hotels, restaurants, car rental agencies, department stores and shops accept major credit cards (American Express, Diners Club, MasterCard, VISA). Usually there is a sticker at the entrance indicating which cards are accepted.
11
Climate

Egypt has a desert hot, dry summers with moderate winters.  Average temperature and rainfall by month in Cairo are as follows:             
	Month
	Average Sunlight (hours)
	Temperature
	Discomfort from heat and humidity
	Relative humidity
	Average Precipitation (mm)
	Wet Days (+0.25 mm)

	
	
	Average
	Record
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max
	
	am
	pm
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	Jan
	7
	8
	18
	2
	31
	-
	69
	40
	5
	1

	Feb
	8
	9
	21
	2
	33
	-
	64
	33
	5
	1

	March
	9
	11
	24
	3
	38
	-
	63
	27
	5
	0.8

	April
	10
	14
	28
	6
	45
	Moderate
	55
	21
	3
	0.4

	May
	10
	17
	33
	9
	47
	Medium
	50
	18
	3
	0.2

	June
	12
	20
	35
	13
	47
	Medium
	55
	20
	0
	0

	July
	12
	21
	36
	16
	43
	Medium
	65
	24
	0
	0

	Aug
	11
	22
	35
	17
	43
	Medium
	69
	28
	0
	0

	Sept
	10
	20
	32
	14
	42
	Medium
	68
	31
	0
	0

	Oct
	9
	18
	30
	11
	43
	Medium
	67
	31
	0
	0.3

	Nov
	8
	14
	26
	6
	38
	Moderate
	68
	38
	3
	0.8

	Dec
	6
	10
	20
	1
	31
	-
	70
	41
	5
	1




Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/world/city_guides/results.shtml?tt=TT000180
11
Local time
Local time is UTC/GMT +2hours

12
Tipping

Tipping is customary in Egypt.
13
Taxes

Sales tax in Egypt is 12% VAT.
14
Electrical appliances

The standard power supply in Egypt is 220 volts, 50 cycles. An electrical converter will be necessary to run small 220 volt 240 volts. 
15
Calling code and Internet TLD
Egypt calling code is +2 and Cairo 02. The Internet TLD is .eg
16
Drivers

The cars in Egypt have their steering wheel on the left. 
17
About Egypt
Egypt, (the Arab Republic of Egypt), is a country mainly in North Africa, with the Sinai Peninsula forming a land bridge in Southwest Asia. Thereby, Egypt is a transcontinental country, and is considered to be a major power in North Africa, Mediterranean Region, African continent, Nile Basin, Islamic World and the Red Sea. Covering an area of about 1,010,000 square kilometers (390,000 sq mi), Egypt is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, the Gaza Strip and Israel to the northeast, the Red Sea to the east, Sudan to the south and Libya to the west. Its capital city is its largest city, Cairo. (Wikipedia)
18
About Cairo
“Egypt’s Capital, Cairo (al-Qāhira), literally "The Vanquisher" or "The Conqueror”
Cairo is the capital of Egypt, and the largest city in Africa, and the Arab World, as well as one of the most densely populated cities in the world. Nicknamed "The City of a Thousand Minarets" for its preponderance of Islamic architecture, Cairo has long been a center of the region's political and cultural life. Even before Cairo was established in the tenth century, the land composing the present-day city was the site of national capitals whose remnants remain visible in parts of Old Cairo. Cairo is also associated with Ancient Egypt due to its proximity to the Great Sphinx and the pyramids in adjacent Giza.

Egyptians today often refer to Cairo as Masr (Arabic: مصر‎), the Egyptian Arabic pronunciation of the name for Egypt itself, emphasizing the city's continued role in Egyptian influence. Cairo has the oldest and largest film and music industries in the Arab World, as well as the world's second-oldest institution of higher learning, al-Azhar University. Many international media, businesses, and organizations have regional headquarters in the city, and the Arab League has been based in Cairo for most of its existence.

With a population of 6.8 millions spread over 453 square kilometers (175 sq mi), Cairo is by far the largest city in Egypt. With an additional ten million inhabitants just outside the city, Cairo resides at the center of the largest metropolitan area in Africa and the eleventh-largest urban area in the world. Cairo, like many other mega-cities, suffers from high levels of traffic, but its metro – currently the only on the African continent – also ranks among the fifteen busiest in the world with over 700 million passenger rides annually. (Wikipedia)
World Heritage
In 969 AD, led by General Gawhar al-Siqilli, the Fatimid Caliphate conquered Egypt and established a new fortified city northeast of Fustat. It took four years for Gawhar to build the city, initially known as al-Manṣūriyyah, which was to serve as the new capital of the caliphate. When Caliph al-Mu'izz li Din Allah finally arrived from the old Fatimid capital of Mahdia in 973, the city was given its present name, al-Qahira ("The Victorious"), in reference to the caliph. 
Tucked away amid the modern urban area of Cairo lies one of the world's oldest Islamic cities, with its famous mosques, madrasas, hammams and fountains. Founded in the 10th century, it became the new centre of the Islamic world, reaching its golden age in the 14th century.
Altitude
Cairo is located about 64m /209 feet above sea level. 
Transportation
Taxis: Better taken at the hotel.

Bus: Two classes of color-coded buses run in Cairo: Green and Red buses (Green) are the less expensive and correspondingly, are considerably less comfortable.
Vaccinations and Health Requirements
Food and Drink

It is advisable to drink only bottled or sterilized water in Egypt. 

Health Care

There are plenty of pharmacies in urban areas.

Good medical care is available in Cairo and most of the big cities. 

Medical facilities outside the major towns are limited.
No compulsory vaccinations are required
	Disease
	Recommendation
	When to see a doctor

	Typhoid 
	Vaccination recommended
	10 days before travel

	Hepatitis A 
	Vaccination recommended
	2 weeks before travel


All travelers are advised to ensure that tetanus and polio vaccinations are kept up to date.







( Shuttle buses to and from the venue will be available only at those hotels recommended in the practical information note.  





