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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 19 October 2026

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 180
FG-AI4SSC/YZ
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia
Copy to:
-	The chairs and vice-chairs of ITU-T study groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.


	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6465
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbfgai4ssc@itu.int 
	

	Subject:
	Second meeting of ITU-T Focus Group on AI for Smart Sustainable Cities and Communities (FG-AI4SSC), and associated forum (Manchester, United Kingdom, 8-10 December 2026)


Dear Sir/Madam,
1	It is my pleasure to invite you to attend the second meeting of the ITU-T Focus Group on AI for Smart Sustainable Cities and Communities (FG-AI4SSC), which will take place in Manchester, United Kingdom, on 9 to 10 December 2026. The meeting will be preceded by an associated forum on 8 December 2026. The FG-AI4SSC meeting and forum are kindly hosted by Manchester Metropolitan University. The meeting and forum will be held as physical meeting with remote participation. 
2	The FG-AI4SSC addresses the integration aspects required for AI-enabled urban systems and services, including requirements, interfaces, coordination mechanisms and frameworks necessary to enable existing and future AI technologies to interoperate coherently, safely and effectively with IoT, digital twin, and smart sustainable cities and communities’ systems and services within city-scale deployments in accordance with ITU Plenipotentiary Resolution 214 (Bucharest, 2022). More details on the scope of activities are found in the Focus Group’s homepage at https://itu.int/go/ai4ssc.
3	The first FG-AI4SSC meeting (Tampere, Finland, 10-11 September 2026) agreed on the FG-AI4SSC workplan and initiated 43 new work items. Contributions to the second meeting are invited to advance these work items and to propose new work items for consideration, with a view to developing technical reports and/or technical specifications. Proposals for new work items should be accompanied by a completed justification template, available on the FG-AI4SSC homepage.
4	The objectives of the second meeting include:
· consideration of written contributions;
· consideration of proposals for new work items;
· updates on the progress of ongoing deliverables;
· appointment of additional Working Group/Task Group Chairs and Vice-chairs; and
· agreement on FG-AI4SSC future meeting plans.
5	Written contributions to address the objectives highlighted above and in line with the FG-AI4SSC ToR are strongly encouraged. Written contributions should be submitted to the TSB Secretariat (tsbfgai4ssc@itu.int) in electronic format using the templates available from the FG-AI4SSC homepage. The contribution deadline for the second meeting is set to 26 November 2026.
6	The meeting agenda, documents, additional details and other practical information (including remote participation) will be available via the FG-AI4SSC homepage in advance of the meeting.
7	Participation in the FG-AI4SSC meeting and forum is free of charge and open to any individual from sectors and relevant disciplines coming from a country that is a member of ITU and who is willing to contribute actively to the work. Those interested in following or participating in this work are invited to subscribe to a dedicated mailing list; details on how to subscribe can be found at https://itu.int/go/ai4ssc/join.
8	The group will operate under the procedures set out in Recommendation ITU-T A.7 and within the agreed terms of reference reproduced in Annex 1. The Focus Group lifetime is set for one year from the first meeting, with possibility of extension.
9	To enable ITU to make the necessary arrangements, participants are invited to register online via https://itu.int/go/ai4ssc/reg as soon as possible. Please note that pre-registration of participants for the events is carried out exclusively online.
10	I would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa to enter and spend time in the United Kingdom. If required, visas must be requested before the date of arrival from the embassy or consulate representing United Kingdom in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Deadlines vary, so it is suggested to check directly with the appropriate representation and apply early.
Additional details and documentation needed for visa processing, if any, will be provided in the logistics document for the meeting that will be made available on the FG-AI4SSC homepage.
11	Deadlines:
	10 November 2026
	· Pre-registration (online via the FG-AI4SSC homepage)
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	· Submit written contributions (by e-mail to tsbfgai4ssc@itu.int)


I wish you a productive and enjoyable meeting.
	Yours faithfully,
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Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
	ITU-T FG-AI4SSC

	
	Latest meeting information
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