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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 4 November 2026

	Ref.:
	TSB Circular 176
TSB Events/GM

	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia;
-	ITU-T regional organizations
Copy to:
-	The Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Study Groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-	The ITU Regional Offices

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5893
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbevents@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	ITU Workshop on “Child Online Protection: Standards, technology and emerging challenges in the age of AI” (Geneva, Switzerland, 25 January 2027)

	Dear Sir/Madam,
1	The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing a workshop on “Child Online Protection: Standards, technology and emerging challenges in the age of AI” on 25 January 2027, 0900-1700 hours CET at ITU Headquarters, in Geneva, Switzerland.
The workshop will be held during the meeting of ITU-T Study Group 17 from 18 to 29 January 2027 (see TSB Collective letter 12/17) and followed by the meeting of ITU-T Focus Group on Trust and Identity for Humans and Agentic AI (FG-TIDA) from 26-27 January 2027 (see the FG-TIDA homepage). Please note that these events are managed separately and require a separate registration.
2	This full-day workshop will bring together relevant stakeholders to take stock of the current state of child online protection (COP), consider its future direction and explore how standards can best support it. The workshop will:
· Foster a shared understanding of the evolving COP landscape and the role of standards in supporting it, drawing on practical use cases;
· Review the state of COP standardization, the gaps identified to date and emerging issues requiring further study;
· Assess the operational impact of encrypted transport and Encrypted Client Hello on existing COP mechanisms and how standards could respond;
· Lay the foundation for a child-specific behavioural reference for benchmarking AI models;
· Consider, in coordination with FG-TIDA, how identity and delegated-authority frameworks for agentic AI should apply when the human principal is a child; and
· Produce actionable recommendations that Study Group 17 and other relevant groups can carry forward.
3	Participation in the workshop is free-of-charge and open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.
4	All relevant information including the draft programme will be made available on the event website here: https://itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/2027/0125. The website will be updated regularly as more information becomes available, and participants are encouraged to check periodically for updates.
5	To allow TSB to make the necessary organizational arrangements, I would be grateful if participants could register as soon as possible at: https://www.itu.int/net4/CRM/xreg/web/​Registration.aspx?Event=C-0001721. Please note that pre-registration for the workshop is mandatory for both in-person and online participants and must be completed online. 
6	I would like to remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Visa processing and approval may take some time, it is therefore suggested to check directly with the appropriate representation and apply early.
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Seizo Onoe 
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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