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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 14 August 2026

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 162
BSG/RC
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia
Copy to:
-	The chairs and vice-chairs of ITU-T study groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.


	Tel:
	+41 76 331 2268
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbbsg@itu.int 
	

	Web:
	https://www.itu.int/bsg/ 
	

	Subject:
	Evaluation of Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) activities in ITU-T – Announcement and invitation to participate

	Dear Sir/Madam,
I am pleased to announce the launch of an evaluation of Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) activities carried out within International Telecommunication Union Telecommunication Standardization Sector 
(ITU-T) in accordance with the action plan set out in WTSA Resolution 44 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024). As noted by ITU Council 2026 (Council Document C26/45), this evaluation is being carried out by the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) with the support of the ITU Oversight Unit (OU). 
The evaluation will review the implementation of Resolution 44 and identify gaps and opportunities to strengthen BSG activities and the value they provide to ITU members. It will also inform Member States on the implementation of the Resolution and assist preparations for the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2028 (WTSA-28). The Terms of Reference can be found in TSAG-TD437. The final report, including its findings and recommendations, will be shared with ITU-T members no later than December 2026.
The experience and perspectives of ITU members and other stakeholders are essential to ensuring that BSG activities respond to Members' needs. Whether or not they have previously participated in BSG activities, all experts involved in ITU-T's work are invited to contribute by completing an ITU-T membership questionnaire (open until Friday, 16 October 2026) or participating in a “Delphi survey” (expressions of interest are welcome until Friday, 4 September 2026). Further information on each of these opportunities is provided in Annex A.
A short kick-off meeting will be held in September 2026 and an early findings workshop will be held in November 2026, prior to publication of the evaluation report. Details of both meetings will be circulated via the ITU-T study group mailing lists.
I encourage you to participate in this evaluation and thank you in advance for your valuable contribution.
[image: ]Yours faithfully,


Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau



Annex A:
Opportunities to contribute to the evaluation
This evaluation draws on the experience and expertise of ITU members and other stakeholders through the questionnaire and Delphi survey described below. Together with other evidence, these contributions will inform the evaluation's findings, conclusions and recommendations.
A.1	ITU-T membership questionnaire
An informal questionnaire developed by TSB as part of the evaluation is open to ITU members and other stakeholders from both developing and developed countries, whether or not they have previously participated in BSG activities. The questionnaire should take approximately 15 minutes to complete and will remain open until Friday, 16 October 2026. It is available at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/F0NV6hTmt7.
A.2	Delphi survey	
The Delphi survey offers 30 volunteers an opportunity to share their perspectives on current and future BSG activities through an anonymous, three-stage consultation. The three rounds are expected to take place from 10–20 September, 28 September–7 October and 15–21 October 2026, with each requiring approximately 15–20 minutes to complete.
Participants will be selected to provide broad representation across regions, levels of development, gender and membership categories, as well as a mix of experienced experts and newcomers. Experts wishing to participate are invited to express their interest by 4 September 2026. Selected participants will be notified by 9 September 2026. Those not selected will be invited to provide written input or participate in a short, semi-structured interview. To express your interest, please email tsbbsg@itu.int with the following information:
	Profile
	Expected response

	Country
	Open to respondents from all countries and regions

	Membership category
	Member State; Sector Member; Associate; Academia; Other stakeholder (please specify)

	Type of organization
	Government administration; Regulator; Standards body; International organization; Private sector; Academic institution; Civil society/non-profit; Other

	Professional domain
	Governance, regulation & policy; Legal, compliance & conformance; Technology & engineering; Market & business; Research, academia & education; Capacity building & training; Other

	Level of ITU-T experience
	Newcomer (fewer than 3 meetings); Experienced participant (3 meetings or more); Technical leadership (Editor, Rapporteur); Strategic leadership (Chair, Vice-chair)

	Gender
	Male; Female; Prefer not to say
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