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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 29 July 2026

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 156
TSB Events/GM
	[bookmark: Addressee_E]To:
-	To Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	To ITU-T Sector Members;
-	To ITU-T Associates;
-	To ITU Academia;
-	To ITU-T regional organizations

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5893
	

	Fax:
E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5853
tsbevents@itu.int / quantum@itu.int 
	

	
	
	Copy to:
-	To the chairs and vice-chairs of ITU-T study groups;
-	To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-	To the ITU Regional Offices

	Subject:
	ITU Global Quantum Drill
(Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 17-18 September 2026)


[bookmark: StartTyping_E]Dear Sir/Madam,
[bookmark: suitetext][bookmark: text]1	I am pleased to invite you to participate in the Global Quantum Drill organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and hosted by the United Arab Emirates Cyber Security Council in Dubai, United Arab Emirates from 17 to 18 September 2026 at the Dubai Exhibition Centre, Expo City alongside the GISEC Global 2026 conference. The Drill webpage is found at https://itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2025-2028/17/Pages/2026-09-16.aspx.
2	The Drill will be preceded by the meetings of the ITU-T Study Group 17 Regional Groups for Africa (SG17RG-AFR) and for the Arab region (SG17RG-ARB) on 16 September 2026, at the same venue. Registration for these two meetings is carried out separately; kindly consult TSB Collective letter 2/SG17RG- AFR or 2/SG17RG-ARB for details.
3	Advances in quantum computing are expected to have significant implications for the security of digital communications, particularly for systems that rely on currently deployed public-key cryptography. Preparing for the transition to quantum-safe technologies therefore requires coordinated action across governments, industry, academia, standards organizations, and the broader technical community.
The Global Quantum Drill will provide a collaborative and controlled environment in which participating organizations can assess their preparedness, examine simulated quantum-related cybersecurity scenarios, exercise coordination mechanisms, and exchange practical experience related to the transition towards quantum-safe communications.
4	Participation in the workshop is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations and is free of charge.
Given the practical nature of the Drill, participation of technical teams from national Computer Incident Response Teams (CIRTs), national Computer Emergency Response Teams (CERTs) or other equivalent national lead entities is strongly encouraged.
5	Although no ITU fellowships will be provided, the host country will provide travel support for up to two representatives per ITU Member State for the full duration of the events in Dubai, from 16 to 18 September 2026. This support is not an ITU fellowship and covers one return economy class air ticket, accommodation for the duration of the events and visa-related expenses, where applicable.
Travel support will be available exclusively to national incident responders, cybersecurity analysts and other technical professionals directly engaged in incident response functions. 
Participants must register before submitting a host country sponsored travel support request using the online form available here and on the event webpage (see §6), no later than 10 August 2026.
Requests for host country sponsored travel support will be considered in accordance with the ITU fellowship eligibility criteria, namely: available budget; active participation, including the submission of relevant written contributions; equitable distribution among countries and regions; applications by persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs; and gender balance.
Requests will be reviewed against the applicable criteria and available resources, and applicants will be informed directly of the outcome of their request. Successful applicants will subsequently receive information on the arrangements for their air ticket, accommodation and visa-related support from the host.
6	All relevant information including practical information, and the draft programme will be made available on the event website. The website will be updated regularly as more information becomes available and participants are encouraged to check periodically for updates.
7	To allow TSB to make the necessary organizational arrangements, I would be grateful if participants could register as soon as possible using the online registration form. Please note that pre-registration for the Drill is mandatory and must be completed online
8	I would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in the United Arab Emirates. The visas must be requested as soon as possible and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing UAE in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Additional information on visa requirements will be available on the event webpage under the section “Practical Information”.
Yours faithfully,

(signed)

Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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