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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 19 June 2026

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 146
FG-AI4SSC/YZ
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia
Copy to:
-	The chairs and vice-chairs of ITU-T study groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.


	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6465
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbfgai4ssc@itu.int 
	

	Subject:
	Forum on AI and Citiverse: Building the foundations for interoperable and scalable urban innovation (Tampere, Finland, 9 and 10 September 2026)


Dear Sir/Madam,
1	I am pleased to inform you that the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and the City of Tampere are organizing the Forum on AI and Citiverse: Building the foundations for interoperable and scalable urban innovation which will take place on 9 and 10 September 2026 in Tampere, Finland. The Forum will be a physical event with remote participation, kindly hosted by the City of Tampere.
2	The Forum will be followed by the first meeting of the ITU-T Focus Group on AI for Smart Sustainable Cities and Communities (FG-AI4SSC), which will take place 10-11 September 2026 at the same venue. See TSB Circular 147 for details.
3	The objectives of the Forum are to:
· explore emerging trends, opportunities and challenges related to AI for smart sustainable cities and communities;
· share experiences, best practices and use cases on the adoption and integration of AI-enabled urban systems and services;
· discuss requirements, interoperability approaches and enabling frameworks for scalable AI deployment in cities and communities;
· foster collaboration among cities, governments, industry, academia, standards development organizations and international organizations;
· introduce the newly established ITU-T Focus Group on AI for Smart Sustainable Cities and Communities (FG-AI4SSC) and encourage participation in its work.
4	Participation in the Forum and the Focus Group Meeting is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU and who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional, and national organizations.

5	Information relating to the Forum, including the draft programme, speakers, registration link and remote participation details will be made available on the FG-AI4SSC homepage. The event webpage will be updated regularly as more information becomes available. Participants are encouraged to check the webpage periodically for updates.
6	To enable the host to make the necessary logistics arrangements, participants are required to register via the online form available on the FG-AI4SSC homepage as soon as possible. Registration is required for all participants. Please note that pre-registration of participants for the Forum is mandatory and will be carried out exclusively online. This Forum is free of charge.
7	I would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa to enter and spend time in Finland. If required, visas must be requested before the date of arrival from the embassy or consulate representing Finland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Deadlines vary, so it is suggested to check directly with the appropriate representation and apply early.
Additional details and documentation needed for visa processing, if any, will be provided in the logistics document for the meeting that will be made available on the FG-AI4SSC homepage.
[bookmark: _Hlk124842710]Yours faithfully,

(signed)

Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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