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Dear Sir/Madam,
[bookmark: suitetext][bookmark: text]1	I am pleased to inform you that the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing a workshop on the “Evolution of Optical Networks for AI” taking place on 29 June 2026 in Montreal, Canada and that it will be hosted by ISED Canada. This workshop will be held in conjunction with the ITU-T Study Group 15 meeting and remote participation will be provided.
2	Reimagining Optical Networks for the Age of AI: Optical networks are undergoing a profound transformation, evolving from high capacity transport systems into intelligent, programmable platforms that enable the AI era. Grounded in the ION 2030 framework, this session presents a forward looking vision of optical infrastructure as a living system that can sense, adapt and optimiseitself at terabit scale.
3	This workshop will explore how breakthroughs in photonic technologies, coherent transmission, embedded intelligence, and AI driven control are converging to deliver ultra low latency, extreme scalability, and sustainable operation. It will highlight the strategic role of global standardization, notably in ITU-T SG15, in ensuring that next generation optical technologies form a unified, interoperable foundation for 6G RAN, distributed AI, data center interconnect, and future digital services, positioning optical networks as the bedrock of intelligent connectivity toward 2030 and beyond.
4	Participation is free of charge and is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU who wish to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. 
5	All relevant information (e.g., draft programme, list of speakers, registration link) will be made available on the event website here: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/2026/0629/Pages/default.aspx. The website will be updated regularly as new or modified information becomes available and participants are encouraged to check periodically for the latest updates. 
6	To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements , I would be grateful if you could register as soon as possible at: https://www.itu.int/net4/CRM/xreg/web/Login.aspx?src=Registration&Event=C-00016824. Please note that pre-registration of participants is mandatory and carried out online.

7	I would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa to enter and spend any time in Canada. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Canada in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.
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