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	Subject
	First Meeting of the Global Initiative on AI for Food Systems
Rome, Italy. 18 June 2026.


Dear Sir/Madam,
1	It is my pleasure to invite you to attend the first meeting of the Global Initiative on AI for Food Systems (GI-AI4FS), scheduled to take place in Rome, Italy, on 18 June 2025. 
The GI-AI4FS is a collaboration led by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), together with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP), and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).
The meeting is kindly hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
2	First meeting of the GI-AI4FS
The meeting will take place on 18 June 2025 (0900-1730 hours CEST). The draft agenda, meeting documents, and additional information will be available on the meeting webpage. 
The main objective of the first meeting of GI-AI4FS is to:
–	Establish a common understanding of the vision, scope, and strategic priorities of the Initiative among participating stakeholders.
–	Explore areas for alignment, collaboration, and added value.
–	Define priority workstreams and agree on initial areas of focus, including pilot use cases.
–	Strengthen partnerships among international organizations, governments, industry and academia to foster coordinated action.
–	Outline a roadmap for the activities, contributions, and next steps of the Initiative.
Written contributions are essential to the group’s success and are strongly encouraged to further the work of the Initiative. Contributions should be submitted to the Secretariat (giai4fs@itu.int) in electronic format using the templates available from the AI4FS homepage. 
The submission deadline is 10 June 2026.


3	Participation Information 
Participation in the GI-AI4FS is free of charge and open to individual experts and organizations from all sectors and relevant disciplines, including but not limited to artificial intelligence/machine learning (AI/ML), food systems and digital food agricultural sciences, and other related areas of digital agriculture. Remote participation for this event is provided and anyone interested in following or participating in this work is invited to subscribe to a dedicated mailing list. Details on how to subscribe can be found at: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4a/Pages/quicksteps.aspx. 
4	Registration 
To enable the host to make the necessary logistics arrangements, participants are required to register online via the AI4FS homepage as soon as possible, and no later than 1 June 2026. Registration is required for remote participation as well as on-site participation. Places are limited and registration will be handled on a first-come, first-served basis and will be carried out exclusively online. 
5	Visa support
I would like to remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Italy. The visa must be obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Italy in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Visa processing and approval may take some time; it is therefore suggested to check directly with the appropriate representation and apply early.
Additional details and documentation needed for visa processing, if any, will be provided in the logistics document for the meeting that will be made available on the meeting webpage.
Key deadlines
	1 June 2026
	Registration for the meeting and workshop online at AI4FS homepage

	10 June 2026
	Submit written contributions (by e-mail to giai4fs@itu.int)


Yours faithfully,
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