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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 13 February 2026

	Ref: 
	TSB Circular 112
TSB Events/XY
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia
Copy to:
-	The Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Study Groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-	The Directors of the ITU Regional Offices

	Contact:
	Xiaoya Yang
	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6206
	

	Fax:
E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5853
tsbevents@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	Fifth ITU-T X.509 Day (Geneva, Switzerland, 12 May 2026)

	Dear Sir/Madam,
1	I am pleased to inform you that the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing the Fifth ITU-T X.509 Day which will take place on 12 May 2026 from 9h00 to 18h00 (Geneva time) at its Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.
2	ITU-T X.509 is the common global language for public key infrastructure (PKI) and privilege management infrastructure (PMI), providing a framework for digital certificates and trust management. 
First published in 1988, the result of the collaboration between ITU, the Consultative Committee for International Telegraphy and Telephony (CCITT), and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) , ITU-T X.509 has since seen nine editions (the most recent approved in October 2019), with a tenth edition under study to address emerging needs such as quantum-safe cryptography. Its certificate and CRL structures, with their extensibility, underpin secure transactions in business-to-business (B2B), business-to-consumer (B2C), and government-to-citizen (G2C) interactions. This widely recognized standard provides a reliable foundation for a wide range of industries – from agriculture and finance to healthcare, transport, and utilities – making it indispensable to businesses, consumers, and governments worldwide.
With over 38 years of successful implementation, X.509 has achieved near-ubiquitous global adoption, enabling fundamental interoperability and security across countless applications. Beginning in 2022, ITU organized four annual “ITU-T X.509 Day” events. Notably, the theme of the fourth event was “X.509 in 2025: Navigating the post-quantum era”, underscoring the growing importance of quantum-safe credentials. 
Since then, progress in standardizing post-quantum cryptography and new developments in decentralized identity and AI trust frameworks have further accelerated. The Fifth ITU-T X.509 Day event will review the latest advances, address emerging challenges (such as preparing for quantum computers and decentralized PKI), and showcase real-world adoption of X.509 across sectors. It will also include a workshop session jointly organized in collaboration with GSMA on quantum resistance. 
[bookmark: _Int_T6yRLhA0]3	The objectives of this fifth ITU-T X.509 Day (2026) event include:
a) A workshop session jointly organized in collaboration with GSMA on quantum resistance aspects of telecom and in particular, mobile networks, that intersect with but go beyond PKI alone, depending on the network deployment model.
b) In relevant groups, reviewing progress of ITU-T X.509, including updates from ongoing work and collaborations.
c) Assessing post-quantum cryptography (PQC) readiness in the X.509 ecosystem.
d) Exploring developments in decentralized PKI (DPKI) and trust models.
e) Strengthening trust in AI-enabled systems by leveraging X.509.
f) Highlighting how X.509 certificates enable interoperability of digital identities across borders and sectors.
g) Showcasing real-world adoption across sectors through case studies 
h) Identifying future development directions for ITU-T X.509 and opportunities for collaboration.
4	All relevant information pertaining to the event (draft programme, list of speakers, registration link, and remote connection details) will be made available on the event webpage at: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/2026/0512/Pages/default.aspx. The webpage will be updated regularly as more information becomes available, and participants are encouraged to check periodically for the latest updates. 
5	To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization, I would be grateful if you could register via the online form as soon as possible at:
https://www.itu.int/net4/CRM/xreg/web/Registration.aspx?Event=C-00016105. Please note that pre-registration of participants for the Workshop is mandatory and carried out exclusively online.
6	Participation is free of charge and open to all interested stakeholders including ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU and who wishes to contribute to the work.
7	I would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested as soon as possible and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. 
Yours faithfully,

(signed)

Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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