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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 19 December 2025

	Ref:

	TSB Circular 099
Reyna Ubeda
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia
Copy to:
-	The Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Study Groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
-	To the ITU Regional Office for Africa, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia;
-	The ITU Area Office for Central Africa and Madagascar, Yaoundé, Cameroon

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5356
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbevents@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	16th Symposium on ICTs, Environment, Climate Change and Circular Economy,
(Malabo, Republic of Equatorial Guinea, 10-13 February 2026)

	Dear Sir or Madam,
1	I am pleased to inform you that the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), together with the Ministry of Transport, Telecommunications and Artificial Intelligence Systems of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea and other partners, will be organizing the 16th Symposium on ICTs, Environment, Climate Change and Circular Economy, to be held from 10 to 13 February 2026 in Malabo, Republic of Equatorial Guinea.
This Symposium will be collocated with the meeting of the ITU-T Study Group 5 Regional Group in Africa which will take place from 10-13 February 2026.
2	The theme of this year’s Symposium is “Driving Digital Climate Action through Standards for Environmental Sustainability and Circular Economy.” 
Accelerating digital transformation in Africa is essential to addressing environmental, climate, and public health challenges, while also responding to persistent gaps in connectivity, energy access, affordability, and infrastructure. As digital technologies, including data and energy intensive applications such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) continue to expand, standards-based and context-appropriate solutions are needed to ensure sustainability without deepening existing inequalities.
Key discussions will focus on energy efficiency, sustainable networks and data centres, and their role in supporting AI and digital services while ensuring responsible use of energy and water resources. The Symposium will also address Digital Product Information Systems (DPIS), including Digital Product Passports, as enablers of transparency, traceability, and circular value chains, and will serve as a regional consultation for Africa contributing to the development of a global DPIS framework.
The Symposium will contribute to the broader Green Digital Action (GDA) initiative and will highlight key outcomes from COP30, UNEA-7, and other relevant global processes, where standards-based digital solutions are central to achieving global climate and sustainability goals.
3	The event will include Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) sessions as a hands-on training component to strengthen regional capacity, enhance participation in international standardization, and support the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations on climate action, circular economy, EMF safety, and emerging technologies.
4	The objectives of the symposium will be to:
· Highlight the environmental footprint and enabling role of digital technologies, including AI and data centres, by promoting standards-based approaches that support climate mitigation, adaptation, biodiversity protection, and sustainable digital development in energy- and connectivity-constrained contexts.
· Promote energy-efficient and sustainable digital infrastructure, including networks and data centres, to support digital growth while improving resilience, affordability, and responsible resource use.
· Advance circular economy and transparency through discussions on Digital Product Information Systems (DPIS), including Digital Product Passports, e-waste management, and standards for sustainable consumption and production.
· Strengthen regional capacity and engagement in international standardization through Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) training and dialogue, supporting effective participation and implementation of ITU-T Recommendations across Africa.
5	Participation in the Symposium is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions, as well as to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. Participation is free of charge. 
6	All relevant information pertaining to the event (i.e., draft programme, list of speakers, registration link) will be made available on the event website at the following link: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/climatechange/symposia/202602/Pages/default.aspx. The website will be updated regularly as new or updated information becomes available. Participants are encouraged to check the website periodically for the latest updates.
7	Please note that registration to attend is mandatory. To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the symposium, I would be grateful if you would register as soon as possible at: https://www.itu.int/net4/CRM/xreg/web/Registration.aspx?Event=C-00016099 no later than 6 February 2026. Please note that pre-registration of participants to the symposium is mandatory and carried out online.
[bookmark: _Int_4QcYIpaL]8	I would like to remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. The visa must be obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Visa processing and approval may take some time, it is therefore suggested to check directly with the appropriate representation and apply early.
[image: ]Yours faithfully,
Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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