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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 25 November 2025

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 93
SG15/HO
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	ITU-T Sector Members;
-	ITU-T Associates;
-	ITU Academia from the Africa Region
Copy to:
-	African Telecommunication Union (ATU);
-	African ICT Consumers Network (AICN); 
-	Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS);
-	East African Communication Organisation (EACO);
-	The League of Arab States;
-	African Organization for Standardization (ARSO);
-	IEC Africa Regional Centre (IEC-AFRC);
-	IEEE Africa Council;
-	The ITU Regional Office for Africa Region;
-	The ITU Area offices for Africa;
-	The Chair and Vice-Chairs of ITU-T Study Group 15;
-	The Chair of Study Group 15 Regional Group for Africa;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

	Contact:
	Hiroshi Ota
	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6356
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbsg15@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	[bookmark: _Hlk214958010]Creation of ITU-T Study Group 15 Regional Group for Africa (SG15RG-AFR)


Dear Sir/Madam,
1	It is my pleasure to inform you that ITU-T Study Group 15, Networks, technologies and infrastructures for transport, access and home, at its closing plenary session (Geneva, 24 October 2025) decided to create ITU-T Study Group 15 Regional Group for Africa (SG15RG-AFR) as defined in WTSA Resolution 54 (Rev. New Delhi, 2024).
2	The terms of reference and working methods for the ITU-T Study Group 15 Regional Group for Africa (SG15RG-AFR) approved by Study Group 15 are set out in Annex 1.
3	The SG15 Chair appointed Mr Mohamed Amine BENZIANE (Algérie Télécom SPA, Algeria) as the Chair of SG15RG-AFR.
4	A web page for SG15RG-AFR is now available at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/regionalgroups/sg15-afr/Pages/default.aspx .
5	The mailing list tsg15rgafr@lists.itu.int has been created for use by SG15RG-AFR.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Yours faithfully,
Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
Annex:	1
Annex 1
Terms of Reference for the ITU-T Study Group 15 Regional Group for Africa

a) Encouraging the active participation of delegates from African countries in the work of ITU-T SG15 (including rapporteur group meetings and other ITU-T SG15 events) and supporting African candidacies for ITU-T SG15 leadership positions.
b) Identifying and discussing the deployment challenges in the region associated with ITU-T SG15 Recommendations.
c) Supporting training needs in standards development and optical technologies for the region.
d) Promoting ITU-T SG15 deliverables that align with relevant African regional priorities. 
e) Cooperating closely with the relevant respective African regional telecommunication organizations, standardization bodies of African countries and ITU regional/area offices in Africa, to create possible synergies and to report on the work in the region to ITU-T SG15.
f) Creating a dedicated discussion space, for example by organizing regional technical workshops, to implement these Terms of Reference.
g) Limiting its scope to these Terms of Reference in alignment with the mandate of ITU-T SG15 as specified by ITU-T Resolution 2, and not developing regional standards.


Working methods for the ITU-T Study Group 15 Regional Group for Africa

a) The SG15 RG-AFR Chair is appointed by the ITU-T SG15 Chair from one of the African region’s ITU-T SG15 Vice Chairs for the Study Period.
b) Up to four SG15 RG-AFR Vice Chairs are chosen among the SG15 RG-AFR regional members in physical attendance at the first regional group meeting of the Study Period, taking account of competence and equitable geographical distribution, and appointed by SG15 at the next SG15 plenary meeting.
c) The term of the SG15 RG-AFR Chair and SG15 RG-AFR Vice Chairs is for a single study period and is limited to two study periods.
d) There are no subgroups of the regional group unless approved by the ITU-T SG15 plenary.
e) The regional group achievements must be evaluated by the SG15 plenary, and the regional group must be considered for reaffirmation, at the start of each study period.
f) The regional group provides a report at least twelve calendar days before every ITU-T SG15 plenary meeting to highlight achievements in support of the Terms of Reference.
g) Each regional group meeting should be announced at least two months in advance and held at least two months before each ITU-T SG15 plenary meeting. Additional regional group meetings may also be scheduled.
h) Hosts are encouraged to support regional group meetings and regional technical workshops in-person to maximize opportunities for dialogue and consultation. In lieu of host support, online regional group meetings may be held.
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