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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU
	

	
	Geneva, 31 January 2025

	Ref:
Contact:
	TSB Circular 18
Vijay Mauree
	To:
-	Administrations of Member States of the Union
-	ITU-T Sector Members
-	ITU-T Associates
-	ITU Academia
Copy to:
-	The Chairs and Vice-Chairs of ITU-T Study Groups;
-	The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.
-	The Directors of ITU Regional Offices

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5591
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	gcc-secretariat@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	invitation to join the OpenWallet Forum Government Consultative Committee (GCC). 

	Dear Sir/Madam,
1	I am pleased to inform you that the deadline mentioned in TSB Circular 6 dated 24 November 2024 inviting Member States to nominate representatives for the OpenWallet Forum Government Consultative Committee (GCC), has now been extended. Member States can submit their nominations at any time of the year to allow for cases where a representative already nominated needs to be replaced, or to enable some Member States who have not yet submitted their nominations to do so.
2	The GCC is a pivotal component of the OpenWallet Forum, open to representatives from Member States of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), with intergovernmental organizations invited as observers. To date, 23 Member States and 9 observers have joined the GCC. The countries that have joined the GCC are Andorra, Armenia, Bhutan, China, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Equatorial Guinea, India, Ireland, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Netherlands, Singapore, South Africa, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzania, Trinidad & Tobago, Türkiye, and the USA. The State of Palestine has also joined the GCC in accordance with Resolution 99 of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference. Observers in the GCC currently include the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA), the European Commission (EC), the European Union Agency for Cybersecurity (ENISA), the International Air Transport Association (IATA), the United Nations International Computing Centre (UNICC), the Universal Postal Union (UPU), the World Bank, and the World Health Organization (WHO). 
3	The GCC’s primary roles include:
· Discussing government and other public policy interests and concerns regarding digital wallets.
· Exchanging diverse views on a broad range of public policy issues and requirements for global interoperability of digital wallets.
· Encouraging international and multi-stakeholder collaboration to share knowledge and best practices, and to explore opportunities and challenges related to digital wallets.
The GCC meets monthly. The work of the GCC will provide input and guidance to the discussions that take place at the annual multistakeholder collaboration meetings of the OpenWallet Forum. The annual meetings will convene the GCC members and the digital wallet developers members of the OpenWallet Foundation, other stakeholders from the private sector, and standards development organizations. More information is available at https://www.itu.int/go/openwalletforum.
4	I would like to invite the active participation of Member States who have not yet submitted their nominations to GCC. Additionally, I would like to request coordination with your country’s relevant government agencies’ teams who are subject matter experts involved in developing or influencing governmental public policies related to digital wallets. Finally, the provision of designated alternate representatives, as well as designated advisors would be appreciated. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178237564]To confirm your interest to participate in the GCC, I would like to invite you to submit the nomination of the representative(s) for your country for the GCC by sending an official signed letter with the name(s) of the representative(s) and their contact details, including their email addresses. Countries can nominate a maximum of three representatives, indicating the main focal point. A sample letter is provided in Annex 1. The letter of nomination is to be submitted to ITU by email to gcc-secretariat@itu.int.
5	I look forward to your participation in the OpenWallet Forum GCC.
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Description automatically generated]Yours faithfully,
Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
Annex: 1




Annex
Sample text for letter which should be on the letterhead of the government organization submitting the nomination of their representatives for GCC


To:	Mr Seizo Onoe, Director of TSB, ITU

Subject:	OpenWallet Forum: Nomination of representative(s) for GCC 

Dear Mr Onoe,
The [ministry, department, or agency] of [country] that looks after matters related to [Digital Wallets issues] formally confirm participation in the OpenWallet Forum Government Consultative Committee (GCC). It is pleased to appoint [GCC Representative name (s)] as its representative(s).

[Please specify below whether the person nominated is the main focal point, or designated alternate representative]

Please find the nominated representative(s) and designated advisors’ information below:

Prefix or Title:
First name:
Last Name:
Job Title:
Role in the GCC: [Specify whether main focal point or designated alternate representative]
Organization Name:
Email:

Yours sincerely,

[Letter to be signed by the appropriate ministry senior official]


________________________
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