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	Abstract:
	This liaison provides input from ITU-T SG15 regarding the deadlines for submitting documents as described in draft revised Recommendation A.1



Deadlines for TDs for consent, determination, or agreement
There is conflicting information regarding the deadline for submitting TDs for consent, determination, or agreement in the current draft revised A.1 (RGWM-DOC5).
Clause 2.3.3.6 defines responsibilities of rapporteurs.  Item g in this clause discusses the time by which documents for consent, determination, or agreement must be submitted by the rapporteur (or, by extension, and editor that the rapporteur has appointed):
g. to submit, where possible, as separate TDs each draft new or revised Recommendation planned for consent or determination (or draft document planned for agreement), at least six weeks prior to the parent group's meeting;
In earlier editions of A.1, this guidance was in reference to a progress report from the rapporteur that could include text for consent or determination.  The wording was revised to what is in the current draft in the 09/2019 edition to what is shown above.   
In contrast, 3.3.3 says:
3.3.3	TDs input before the start of the study group or working party meeting, including documents from the ITU secretariat, should be posted on the relevant page of the website not later than three working days from the date on which they are received by the secretariat, to ensure their availability not later than seven calendar days before the start of the meeting.
This deadline shall not extend to administrative documents or reports on events that have taken place less than 21 calendar days before the start of the meeting, nor to proposals from chairs and convenors of ad hoc groups, compilations of proposals prepared by chairs or the secretariat, or documents specifically requested by the meeting. Reports on events that have taken place less than 21 calendar days before the start of the meeting should normally be posted on the relevant page of the website not later than two calendar days before the beginning of the discussion of the item in question at the meeting, unless otherwise agreed by the meeting.
TDs containing material coming from external standards development organizations (including proposals to incorporate text according to [ITU‑T A.25]) should normally reach TSB at least 12 calendar days before the meeting.
The text in 3.3.3 appears to apply to all TDs for consent, determination, or agreement, and it can be inferred that the deadline to submit such TDs to the secretariat is 12 calendar days prior to the meeting (such that the secretariat can post it within 3 working days and meet the 7 calendar day deadline for availability).  This aligns with the contribution deadline of 12 calendar days before the meeting (as described in clause 3.1.9 of A.1).  
On that basis, SG15 has had a long standing guideline that all TDs for consent, determination, or agreement should be available by the contribution deadline (with an exception in cases where a contribution to the meeting prompts the need to issue a corrigendum to correct errors in an in-force Recommendation).
As the vast majority of documents considered by SG15 do not have regulatory implications and therefore use the alternative approval process defined in Recommendation A.8, we have found the shorter deadline to be helpful in meeting the needs of industry.  As such, we would suggest that TSAG consider whether different deadlines for submitting documents for consent, determination, or agreement based on the approval process would be appropriate.  I.e., the six week deadline could be applied for Determination, and perhaps the shorter deadline of 12 calendar days would be reasonable for documents for Consent or Agreement. 
We would further suggest that the conflict between 2.3.3.6 item g) and clause 3.3.3 be resolved.
 A potential way to do this would be to modify 2.3.3.6 item g) as shown:
g. to submit, where possible, as separate TDs each draft new or revised Recommendation planned for determination, at least six weeks prior to the parent group's meeting; and to submit, as separate TDs each draft new or revised Recommendation planned for consent (or draft document planned for agreement) at least 12 calendar days before the parent group’s meeting.

Deadline for submitting contributions to rapporteur group meetings
Proposed new Clause 3.1.9 suggests extending the 12 calendar-day deadline to rapporteur group meetings:
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SG15 does not support these changes regarding rapporteur group meetings. SG15 has had a long-standing guideline that the deadline for contributions to rapporteur group meetings are determined by the rapporteur (with a suggested deadline of one week before the meeting).  We think this gives the rapporteur the appropriate flexibility to conduct the business of the Question.

ITU-T SG15 looks forward to further cooperation with TSAG.
_______________________
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3.1.9 The full text of contributions that are to be considered at a study grouple, working party.
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