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	Abstract:
	This liaison provides response from ITU-T SG15 to questions in TSAG-LS11 and LS12 on the establishment of two Joint Correspondence Groups



ITU-T SG15 thanks TSAG for their liaison TSAG-LS11 (SG15-TD119/GEN) and TSAG-LS12 (SG15-TD120/GEN) on the establishment of two Joint Correspondence Groups.
SG15 does not have topics in our work programme that would benefit from joining these JCG.  As a result, we will not have anything to contribute.  We look forward to the report on the outcome of these JCGs.

However, SG15 would note that “joint correspondence groups” are not defined explicitly and that TSAG requested RG-WM to prepare a definition.  Further, we do note that “correspondence groups” is proposed to replace “correspondence activities” in the draft revised Rec A.1.  
As indicated by the SG15 chair to an interim meeting of the RG-WM, SG15 does not support this renaming.  Specifically, “joint correspondence activities” should be retained in Rec A.1 as email-only activities between meetings.  Any meeting should be under the context of rapporteur group meetings.   Further, the new JCGs created by TSAG that are joint meetings between study groups should instead be named a “joint coordination group” as this term already exists in Rec A.1 – albeit just in the summary.
As a result, it may be appropriate to define the JCG in draft Rec A.1, for example, as follows:
4.x Joint Coordination Group (JCG) 
A Joint Coordination Group (JCG) is formed to coordinate activities on specific topics of relevance between ITU-T Study Groups. They are formed by and report their progress to TSAG. They exist only between TSAG meetings and may be renewed by TSAG.  JCGs are envisioned as tools for short-term coordination between study groups, and do not write Recommendations. 
However, as this text is based on the Joint Coordination Activities (JCA) in Rec A.1 4.3, it may be more appropriate to instead use JCAs (as currently defined) as the vehicle to address issues that are envisioned to be addressed via the new JCG mechanism, and therefore there would be no need to define a new joint coordination group mechanism. 

ITU-T SG15 looks forward to further cooperation with TSAG.
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